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     In three years, 9th grade fresh-
man workers would be making 
125% more than today’s $7.25 per 
hour. Students such as the ones 
in Baruch College Campus High 
School (BCCHS) will be mak-
ing $1.75 more per hour by 2016. 
The rising calls for higher wages 
has resulted in the New York State 
Legislature passing a bill to in-
crease minimum wage to $9.00 
an hour gradually by 2016. This 
would affect thousands of mini-
mum wage workers’ payroll in NY 
and most importantly, many of the 
student workers that make the bare 
minimum.
     That minimum wage ties in with 
President Obama’s proposal for the 
ideal minimum wage to match in-
flation. Student workers at Baruch 
College Campus High School have 
positive a feedback for the new 
minimum wage.
     “I feel good about the govern-
ment for the first time,” said Adrian 
Leung, a junior.The increase will 
allows him to spend money on 
“college, computer, new supplies, 
and for going out.”
     For the National Employment 
Labor Project, one of the main 
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backers of raising the minimum 
wage campaign, the increase was a 
big win. Even if it wasn’t what the 
group wanted. “We support several 
legislations to raise the minimum 
wage to 10.10 per hour,” said Jack 
Temple, a policy analyst at NELP. 
The increase is the  first raise in the 
federal minimum wage since 2009.
     Yet a wage increase doesn’t 
mean money will going into sav-
ings for everyone. Low wage 
workers often have no choice 
other than to spend it immediately 
according to Temple. The cost of 
living has risen considerably, but 
wages have not gone up with that 
increase.
     “Times are hard and people do 
need more money especially in 
New York City,” said Bonnie Phil-
lips, the college office administra-
tor at BCCHS. However the money 
made does make a difference in 
college life she said. “There is an 
substantial amount,” in student 
bank accounts that would affect 
financial aid, something a majority 
of students apply for to get through 
college.“Over $5,000 to $10,000 
would be considered for college 
life,” by the government which 

determines the amount of financial 
aid students receive.
     Many students are already 
doing what Phillips warned 
about,saving. Bryan  Chen, a junior 
at BCCHS, said he would put the 
money towards savings.
     Victor Yu, another junior 
agreed.  “I would use the money 
to help out my family and like put 
some in the bank,” he said.
     “Realistically,”said Phillips, 
most students are going to spend 
it on fun and entertainment, but at 
least some students are living up to 
her expectations by saving a por-
tion of that money.
     Joanne Yu, a junior, feels differ-
ently about spending the money. 
“I would give it to my family for 
living purposes,” she said. She 

wants to support them because they 
raised her.
     Although there are many differ-
ent beliefs in what money should 
be used for; whether it’s meant for 
spending or savings. Overall, stu-
dent workers like the higher mini-
mum wage. This money will pro-
vide more economic opportunities 
for student workers because it will 
play a huge role in applying for 
college. This in turn, will decide 
their future careers and perhaps the 
future of the nation.
      As Temple from NELP said, 
“Students are the future of our 
economy.”

     Ever since Charles Tobasso got 
a virus from clicking on a YouTube 
ad, he has used Norton antivirus. 
Fortunately, the only the only thing 
he lost was access to some of his 
rarely used email accounts, but he 
knows it could have been worse.
     Like many of his peers at 
BCCHS, junior Tobasso is aware 
of the dangers of compromised 
internet privacy. Whether it is 
defending against hackers that steal 
their information, or setting their 
privacy settings to “Friends Only,” 
students are listening to the advice 
of adults and being careful online.
     Compromised internet privacy 
can have real-life consequences, 
but there are many ways students 
are protected.
     Baruch High School provides 
protection for the online security 
of its students. Wasif Zaman, the 
Computer Technology Specialist of 
the school, says that there are five 
firewalls for the computers. “There
are three firewalls, two are from 
the Board of Education, there’s a
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CISCO firewall.” He says. “The 
computer has anti-virus and Win-
dows Defenders.” CISCO is a com-
pany that specializes in protecting 
the safety of computer users.
     Despite the many ways that 
exist to protect one’s own informa-
tion, there is still a risk of having 
one’s online information stolen. 
“The
easy way would be to trick the 
user.” Wasif says.
     If someone wanted to download 
something online there could be a 
virus in the files. “For example a 
book download would come in two 
files the book and an application, 
the virus,” he said. A virus can 
perform many functions.
     A virus that is a keylogger 
tracks what the user types and 
sends it back to the hacker, allow-
ing the hacker to gain vital person-
al information. This means that a 
hacker could gain access to e-mail
accounts and credit card numbers, 
allowing them to steal one’s
identity and make claims in an-

other’s name.
     Bryan Chen, a junior at Baruch 
High School, tells of his aunt’s 
experience shopping online with 
her debit card. “Somehow someone 
stole all her cash and she had to go 
to the banks and talk to them.”
     On social  media sites such as 
Facebook, any inappropriate posts 
or pictures can hurt one’s stand-
ing Charles says. “It can hurt your 
reputation; my parents tell me it 
can hurt my chances of getting a 
good job.”  Charles says.
“It may come back to haunt you.”
     There are some warning signs if 
one is hacked online. Beth Givens,
Director of the Privacy Rights 
Clearinghouse in San Diego, says
students hear  from “their friends 
that messages are being posted that
don’t look like they’re from the 
real person.” The messages could 
be malicious, which could tip one’s 
friends. On Facebook friends might
see their friend liking pages they 
know he or she wouldn’t.  One
should  immediately start scanning 

for viruses and change their
passwords, in order to prevent fur-
ther damage.
     There are many ways for stu-
dents to protect their profiles on 
social media sites. Some social 
websites such as Facebook have 
their own private settings that al-
low it’s users to manage what is 
shown to the public. Ryan Lum, a 
junior, only allows his friends to 
see what he posts and is careful 
that what he types is appropriate. 
“The internet is for the public.” He 
says. “I make sure I am very care-
ful about what I say.”
     Despite this,  Givens says that it 
is very hard to stop the spread of
information. Once it’s on the inter-
net it can be stored and copied by
anyone.
     “I am unlisted in the phonebook 
“ She said,  “and yet, if you go
online you can find my home 
phone number even though I’ve 
tried to keep it private.”


