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On April 4, 2012, JetBlue Air‐
ways officially opened their new interna‐
tional headquarters in Long Island City,
Queens. The announcement of this new
establishment was made back in 2010
after New York City was chosen as their
permanent location through a competi‐
tive review process made by the corpo‐
ration. 

With this announcement, Mayor
Bloomberg also marked the completion
of a 45 million dollar improvement proj‐
ect in the same area that includes new
roadways, pedestrian zones, and bicycle
lanes. Dutch Kills Green was revealed to
be the name of the new 1.5‐acre minia‐
ture park built in front of the JetBlue of‐
fices. This innovative green space

contains close to 500 wetland native
plants that naturally filter storm water. 

The headquarters occupies the
newly renovated 200,000 square‐foot
Brewster Building in Queens Plaza, less
than a mile away from Aviation High
School. The Brewster Building was once
an assembly plant for Rolls Royce and for
the Brewster Aeronautical Corporation
that manufactured the WWII F2A Buffalo
fighter plane. 

The modern office building fea‐
tures collaborative lounge spaces, chat
rooms, glass‐front offices, fully furnished
halls, and forty‐five conference rooms,
each named after a JetBlue destination.
In addition to the numerous workspaces,
the building also incorporates a state of

the art fitness center,
cafeteria, and roof
deck.

Their corpo‐
rate offices, which
were previously lo‐
cated in Forest Hills,
have generated
nearly 1000 jobs for
the city. JetBlue CEO
Dave Barger ex‐
pressed his enthusi‐
asm about their new
establishment by
stating, “JetBlue is
proud to stay here in
New York, grow here

in New York and con‐
tinue being New
York’s hometown air‐
line.”

To demon‐
strate true support for
their new location, Jet‐
Blue also attempts to
connect with the resi‐
dents of Long Island
City through their
community service
initiatives such as the
one held on April 21st.
For five consecutive
years, they have
hosted the “One Thing
That’s Green” Earth
Day event in a nearby city park.

This year the event was held at
Queensbridge Park and served to sup‐
port the MillionTreesNYC organization
and New York Restoration Project by
planting trees throughout the neighbor‐
hood. Over 500 volunteers attended the
event and among them were students
from our own Science Leadership, Key
Club, and Honor Society. 

Kytoh Li, a junior that attended
the event, spoke about his experience by
stating, “I appreciate JetBlue thinking
about their surrounding communities,
and allowing [us] to help them in their
efforts in creating a greener environ‐
ment… I really liked the team building

experience as well as forming a closer re‐
lationship with those who attended the
event.”

Fiona Lau, a second junior that
attended the event, added, “volunteering
at the event was a great opportunity to
give back to our planet. Going out with
gloves and shovels, family and friends to
take a step towards a greener environ‐
ment. I am proud to say I have done ‘One
Thing That’s Green’.”

Aviation High School and Jet‐
Blue Airways are currently working in
collaboration through the PENCIL part‐
nership program. CEO Dave Barger along
with Principal Deno Charalambous pro‐
vide internships and give students a
closer look at aviation careers.

Aviation High School is home to
76 years of history and counting; at this
point in time is it only fair to ask, how
much do we actually know about the
trade? Based on a poll conducted of over
70 senior students, the general consen‐
sus shows that there is an agreement
within the masses. When asked about
the title of “father of aviation” and whom
it should be given to, over 72% of the stu‐
dents mentioned the Wright Brothers. 

While the impact that the
Wright Brothers had on the newborn in‐
dustry of aviation cannot be overlooked,
they were never alone in their journey to
sky. The Wright Brothers were still work‐
ing with bicycles when other attempts at
manned flight were taking place. 

No discussion of early aviation
can take place without introducing Otto
Lilienthal. As mentioned by Aviation
High School senior Mohammad Jahan,
who stated, “the Wright Brothers are
more like the sons of aviation. Lilienthal
is the true father of aviation.” Not only
was Mr. Lilienthal the first to be pho‐
tographed flying a heavier‐than‐air ma‐
chine, he was also the earliest man to
have conducted several successful exper‐
iments with such apparatuses. 

Right above the German pioneer
is George Cayley. This English engineer
influenced many of Lilienthal’s projects.
History not only recognizes his influence

on Lilienthal, but the principles of the
forces of flight, that Aviation students are
all too familiar with, were also developed
by Sir Cayley. Without this basic under‐
standing of flight, pioneers at the turn of
the century would have had their entire
projects plummet to the ground. 

“More credit should be given to
Charlie Taylor,” Aviation senior, Joey Wil‐
son added. “After all, his contribution
was what really shaped aviation.” 

It took the man six weeks to
build the critical part of the Wright Flyer
that would power that monster into the
sky, the engine. Through failures and suc‐
cesses, this aviation pioneer followed
and worked closely with the Wright
Brothers. Mr. Taylor never received as
much recognition as did the brothers. 

At the turn of the century, the
United States did thrive on the develop‐
ment of aviation and flight. For this rea‐
son, the spotlight is often shined on the
strengths of this nation over any other. It
is of utmost importance, however, not to
forget that the rest of the world also
thrived with pioneers; pioneers that gave
their lives, literally and figuratively, to the
development of aviation; pioneers whose
two cents were thrown into the well
without further attention, pioneers that
remain unknown to the public.

“I believe it is crucial for every‐
one to learn about early aviation,” replied

sheet metal in‐
structor, Mr.
Bonilla, when
asked about the
birth of aviation
and its impact on
the school’s cur‐
riculum. “The true
history of aviation
is something that
should definitely
be discussed more
in this school.”
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Otto Lilienthal in flight, seven years before the Wright Flyer 

George Cayley’s flying machine, developed a century before the Wright Flyer 

The Brewster Building - JetBlue’s New Headquarters
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