
This year, East Side has enacted a new
morning and lunch procedure. Now, in
order for students to go up to class or to the
library in the morning or at lunch, they need
to have a pass from a teacher with your
name and your teacher has to sign it too.
If you don’t have what the deans ask for,

the deans will not let you go upstairs. Pre-
viously you didn’t need a pass in the morn-
ing to go upstairs; the security guard would
just ask you where you were going and that
was it. Now everything is more compli-
cated for the students.

There have been some people
complaining about the changes that have
been made in our school. Keturah Hancock,
a 10th grader, says, “The situation about the
passes is unnecessary because if a student
needs to go up to their classes and do work
they forgot to do, they will not be able to
because they don’t have a pass. That’s just
childish. Something that will be easier
when a student is going anywhere is that a
student should have a permanent pass for
the morning section and at lunch to go up-
stairs.” Keturah thinks that the situation
about the pass isn’t doing any good to the
school or the students.

However, others may think that the

school is only trying to make East Side
safe. An anonymous tenth grader says, “I
don’t have a problem with the new changes
that have been made for the morning and
lunch passes. The deans are just trying to
keep our school safe and make sure that
nothing happens to the students.”

Mark Federman, the principal, says, “The
reason why students need passes is to keep
things organized and also to know what is
going on.” He also adds “the best way to
make sure that the student knows that they
need a pass to come up in the morning or
at lunch is to have it in the morning an-

nouncements.”
An anonymous teacher says, “I

think that the new rule about the passes will
not let the students make it to their breakfast
morning section. The rule hasn’t been com-
municated to everybody and the procedures
are not clear to the students, so it is creating
a lot of frustration between teachers, stu-
dents, and the deans. Also, there should be
better communication about the new rules
that have changed.”

Not all the students know about the
change that has been made especially about
the passes. The way students knew about
the new rule about the pass was by going to
breakfast study and not having a pass and
the deans yelling at the students telling the
students that they need a pass from their
teacher. East Side should announce what is
expected of the students and not just let the
students find out by themselves.

Many students don’t want rules
like this in East Side, but it is school and we
have to follow the rules. Some students
don’t even know they need a specific pass
to go upstairs because nobody tells the stu-
dents and there are some teachers that don’t
even know either. This process may be de-
signed to put some order in our school, but
many students think of it as a waste of time.

Berenice Cruz
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In October, the NYC Department of Edu-
cation introduced a new required course for
sexual education for grades 6-12 that will
began in January. As news about the course
spread, many objected to this change claim-
ing it’s exposing kids to too much informa-
tion.
The new Sex Ed course is nothing like the

old one where it was all about abstinence and
different sexually transmitted diseases. Dur-
ing the old sex-ed courses, junior Tania Do-
rado stated, “Some kids might have learned
something new but others may not.”

The course discusses more steps stu-
dents should take to protect themselves once
they’ve already began having intercourse.
Michelle Kreevoy, the guidance counselor for
High School student agrees with the changes
being made stating, “I think it is better that
sex-ed classes address other topics, especially

sexually transmitted diseases which you can
get from not just having sex!” According to
an article in the New York Post on Oct. 22,
the new course includes assignments that re-
quire students to compare condom prices at
different stores, and learn how to put on a
condom. The course even goes as far as to
talk about masturbation and the different
ways to do it.

Some parents argue that the information
being provided is not something schools
should have the right to teach and is exposing
children to things too early which can lead to
even more confusion. The subjects will be
taught to children as young as 11 and some
worry, complaining that their children are too
young for such topics.
The Board of Education argues that parents

have the choice to opt their children out of
these courses if they choose but stands firm
by their decision to offer these classes.
An East Side Junior argued, “Personally,

I’m not sexually active or anything, but at
least the Board of Education cares about the
well-being of students.”
Complaints about these classes may drop

when people learn of the alarming rate of sex-
ualy transmitted diseases and pregnancy in
New York City’s youth. In the article “NYC
Schools Get Sex-Ed Mandate” on Court
House News the author Adam Klasfeld
writes, “But the most recent long-term study
of teen pregnancy, which draws from statis-
tics between 1997 and 2007, shows that New
York City's rates have been higher than those
of the rest of the country.” This helps prove
the point of the many people who think the

changes are warranted.
Here at East Side, parents seem to have lit-

tle worry over sex being discussed around
their children. According to Michelle, “We
recently gave all 9th grade parents a letter
talking about the condom availability pro-
gram. Only one parent in the 9th grade re-
quested that their child not receive condoms.”

Whether you agree or disagree with the
change, this coming year students will be ex-
posed to some new information. It’s up to you
and your parents to decide if it’s just too
much or just enough.

Violence is like the match that burns down
beautiful fields of grass, making everything
into a barren wasteland of ashes and misery.
Innocent people are being hurt by violence
everyday. It’s sad. It’s sad how people can
throw down hate so easily. It’s sad how a per-
son wants to harm another person. Please stop
the violence!

I wish people didn’t own illegal guns, espe-
cially young teens who don’t know what they
are doing with the destructive weapons in
their hands. I wish people didn’t kill to get
whatever they want.When people start getting
shot in the streets, and the police are always
running around trying to stop everyone from
killing in a crazy blood bath, I know it is not
a safe community to raise a child like me. Two
years ago, when I was 10, I went to the store
to get some milk. As I came out of the store, I
spotted a crowd of police cars and ambulances
carrying a body on a stretcher. Policemen
were hosing blood off the sidewalk. I walked
home that day stunned and confused. A few
days later, I found out that two people were
shot dead; one of those people was an old
woman that was just walking in the street.

I think that being shot by your doorstep is a
sad way to die because the neighborhood that
you trusted to live in, is the same neighbor-
hood that put a bullet in your chest. All you
wanted to do was get some fresh air and some
kid who has no idea how to use a gun and just

wanted to bring a little more violence into the
world and BAM! Another person killed from
hate and violence. This makes me angry be-
cause the place where I eat, sleep, and watch
TV is beginning to become a place where I do
not feel comfortable.

Violence is not a way to make people pay;
violence isn’t a way to raise a child, and vio-
lence is not the way to live a good life. Vio-
lence needs to stop. Please stop the violence.

I always thought my community was safe
for kids to freely walk around. I always
thought nothing dangerous could happen.
However, in my community men have been
sexualizing girls and it must stop!
Men must stop treating women differently.

For example, I was walking while talking to
my friends when a man kept staring at us. He
ran up to us and told us that he was our
friend and to go with him and everything
would be fine. We refused but he kept fol-
lowing us.After a while, he went back to his
friend and they started talking. My friends
and I got scared; we didn’t know why they
were talking. We thought something was
going to happen to us. Thankfully, we saw
an older person we knew and walked with
her the whole time.
Do you think you’re fine on the bus? Well

think twice. For example, when I was on the
bus alone at night a man sat with me. I was

fine until he started looking at me and mov-
ing towards me. I got up and pressed the stop
button to get off. He got off with me. Luck-
ily, there was an apartment in front of the bus
stop. I went in it so that he would think I
lived there and leave me alone.
Only a block away from school can still be

uncomfortable. For example, I walk to the
bus stop after school. Every day a man
would be there whistling at me. I thought he
was whistling at someone else. Aweek after
he tried talking to me, and I began to quickly
change streets. Every day I would check if
he was there and if he wasn’t, I would walk
the same way, but if he was there I would
walk somewhere different.

In conclusion, this matters to me
because young women must stop being sex-
ualized. Whenever a man you don’t know
comes close to you, you should tell someone
so they can help you. Don’t try to deal with
it yourself, or something unexpected could
happen.What I really want to say is that men
who are sexualizing women must stop!

Junior, Kacee Biggs, must get through Dean, Joe Hill, to get upstairs in the
morning

Young people should be worried
about school, not their safety.
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Morning Procedure Brings Order, Confusion
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