
What is your  

magic number?

“24 because 
that was the 
number of 
my jersey 
when I won 
a socccer 
tournament.”
Cristian Almeida 
Senior

“I like the 

number 96  
because I 
want that to 
be my average.”
Nicole Cruz
Senior

“17 because 
it is my birth-
day.”
George Chong 
Sophmore

“I don’t have a 
magic number.”
Jasmin Budhan
Junior

Odemaris Garcia    
Opinions Editor

Opinions

SEPTEMBER 2011 8THE VERDICT

  I must confess that, when I started using Facebook in seventh 
grade, I felt a little guilty pleasure in watching my number of 
friends increase. And when I logged on and noticed that I had fewer 
friends than I had the last time I signed in, I felt an unfamiliar, 
inexplicable heartbreak. I knew that what I was feeling was silly and 
senseless; so why was I getting pleasure in seeing my numbers rise?
  We have become a number obsessed society. Not only in the 

Numbers have a powerful stronghold on our lives. Somehow, each 

our insecurities. Our society is obsessed with weight, income, time, 

  We have turned to numbers and rankings to measure the 
value of things. Even if the values are arguably immeasurable. 
  But, we often need a way to measure things objectively; 
our problem is that we blindly rely too heavily on numbers. 
  The whole college process is scattered with numbers, from your GPA to 
SAT scores and college rankings. There are a thousand different ways to 
judge colleges and universities, but the rankings released annually by 
the U.S. News & World Report have gained almost biblical importance. 
   A teacher’s credibility is based on how well his or her students 
do on standardized tests. Every student encounters a teacher who 
inspires and pushes them to do better. Is it fair that a teacher’s 
credibility is only based on numbers and not the meaningful impact 
she or he has had on a student? Or, how about if a student doesn’t 
receive a good grade in a class, but learns things he will continue 
to build on for the rest of his life?  How can one compare actually 

   In the online world, their metric system consists of ‘likes,’ ‘reblogs,’ 

partially because of the numbers. People have a tendency to obsess over 
numbers, making it hard to stop checking, thus making us addicted. 
   This obsession with numbers means we overlook or don’t trust or 
the intangibles that can’t be measured. Remember, these numbers 
only have as much importance as we’re willing to give them. 
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