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By Anna Kapitman ’14
 The battle continues between Engrade and newly-
introduced Skedula. Not many people know how to use Skedula, 
while Engrade is the comfortable method of updating and 
checking grades that sometimes has its own inconveniences. 

“I think that teachers should explain Skedula more 
because I don’t really understand how it works, and it will 
probably replace Engrade soon,” said Jennifer Lauv ’14. 
              Skedula is a new site that shows teachers, students, 
and parents students’ academic information in a variety of 
different ways. Some features of Skedula are that other teachers 
and facuty members can see the grades, progress reports, and 
worksheets that teachers post. In addition, Skedula allows 
information such as student history, transcripts, and teachers’ 
schedules to be viewed. Attendance can be also easily seen. 

“Skedula has all our grades and previous information,” 
Lauv said. “It’s comfortable to use because it’s as if Aris Parent 
Link and Engrade are combined.”
	 A	 benefit	 of	 Engrade	 is	 that	 it	 allows	 for	 the	 final	
grade to be clearly seen for each class.

By Jessica Liang ’14 
 Bullying was once considered as having a big kid pick 
on little kids and taking their lunch money. Now, technology has 
advanced and so have the bullies. In the wake of a prepubescent 
girl’s death in Miami, Florida, it raises awareness to not only 
suicide, but also to cyberbullying as the cause of most young 
children deaths.
 Rebecca Ann Sedwick, a 12-year-old girl, was 
cyberbullied by a large group of students at her school. They 
sent harassing and hateful messages through Ask.fm, a social 
media website that allows the option of sending anonymous 
messages and questions to the owner of the account. According 
to The New York Times, Girl’s Suicide Points to Rise in Apps 
Used by Cyberbullies, the middle school students sent messages 
via. Ask.fm telling Sedwick to kill herself, and telling her that 
she was ugly. Sedwick switched schools, however, the bullying 
never stopped. Her mother made multiple complaints to the 
middle schools and got counseling for Sedwick. The schools 
switched Sedwick’s schedule, however, she kept going back to 
the social media site. The bullying took its toll when Sedwick 
never boarded the bus to go to school on one Monday morning. 
She traveled to an abandoned Cemex plant, climbed the tower 
and jumped off. The two teens that were found to be the root of 
bullying have been charged.
 Ask.fm, and other social media websites are a gateway 
for children to bully other children. Cyberbullying is a problem 
because it is hard to target the people who bully the child because 
it’s through the Internet. Ask.fm can let anyone send anonymous 
questions or messages without making an account. Therefore, 
it lets anyone who knows the link to your Ask.fm page send 
anything they wish. Ask.fm is one of the many social media 
websites that children, as young as ten, can make accounts on. 
As kids are exposed to social media, it can give them the idea 
that it is okay to say anything online to anyone. Adolescents feel 
compelled to make anonymous threats to other people to make 
themselves feel better. The Internet is a dangerous and malicious 
place, and it can be the basis of bullying.  
 Social media websites can also get addicting. Young 
adults can get obsessed with checking their social media sites and 
feel compelled to view what people say about them. According 
to WebWiseKids, 93% of teens, ages 12-17, go online, 63% of 
teens go online everyday and 73% of teens are on a social media 
website. As Sedwick’s parents took away her phone, computer 
and other electronics that connect her to the cyberworld, perhaps 
it only made Sedwick feel the need to know what her peers were 
saying about her. 
 Cyberbullying is an act of violence that won’t come 
to a halt, but parents and the child should take action against the 
matter. Parents should be more involved in their child’s lives, and 
they should build up their child’s self esteem so other kids can’t 
tear them down. Children should also take action. If someone 
is harassing you through the Internet, you should let someone 
know and get off the site. It won’t be easy because you would 
know that someone is saying bad things about you, but everyone 
cannot be a friend. If you have a close friend whom you can fully 
trust, your friend should let an adult know incase you can’t tell 
someone yourself. 
 Bullying can come in different forms; however, there 
are always solutions other than to take your own life. Midwood 
has a 0 percent tolerance policy for any kind of bullying. If you 
or anyone you know is being bullied, don’t be afraid to reach 
out for help from any adult. There are guidance counselors, peer 
mediators and other people to help all around. You can speak to 
any adult privately, and a guidance counselor will follow up on 
the incident and forward it to the dean. You would need to print 
out the messages and comments that display the area where the 
bullying occurred. Depending on the severity of the bullying, 
suspension can be a consequence. All one has to do is speak up, 
and their voice will be heard. 

By Julia Gorecki ’14 
     The	Syrian	conflict	has	been	growing	in	strength	for	more	
than two years, with the United Nations estimating 
more than 100,000 deaths. President Obama has 
claimed that American involvement in seizing and 
destroying Syria’s chemical weapons could lead to 
political settlement in Syria’s civil war. However, I 
believe the civil war in Syria has no evident nation-
al security connection to the United States. America 
should not rush into war with Syria.

The Constitution gives the power to declare war 
to Congress. One of our founding fathers, James 
Madison, argued that the executive branch was 
most prone to war. For that reason, the legislature 
was granted the power to declare war, not the presi-
dent. 

The decision made by President Barack Obama 
to	first	seek	congressional	approval	of	US	military	
action against Syria was not only good constitution-
ally but because it allowed American’s the opportu-
nity to stop the action. 

Although many Americans oppose military in-
tervention in Syria, it is still unclear whether the 
government will follow through with action. There 
are various reasons why I believe the United States 
should not involve in war with Syria; predominant-
ly that Syria has nothing to do with us.

 Questions such as “what is the U.S. national interest? and 
“what is the military objective?” not only haven’t been answered, 
they haven’t even been asked. Such questions are fundamental. 

Syria Conflict Raises Questions For Americans

Skedula Replaces Engrade 

The Obama administration has failed to inform the public about 
his motives. America deserves better.

According to www.truth-out.org’s article Eight Arguments 
Against Going to War With Syria by Stephen Zunes, a profes-
sor of politics and international studies at the University of San 
Francisco, Zunes claims that despite advances in military tech-

nologies, US attacks inevitably will result in far too many civil-
ian casualties. I agree with Zunes. Military intervention would 

not only increase the duration of the civil war, but 
would	result	in	a	bloodier	conflict.	

Individuals such as Sabith Khan, a researcher and 
contributing writer for policymic.com, argue that 
American involvement may speed things up and 
help deliver justice to the Syrian people. However, 
we as a nation don’t know whom we are dealing 
with. On one side we have al Qaeda; on the other 
side we have Syria’s authoritarian president Bashar 
al-Assad. We do not know who the “good guys” 
are, if any, in this civil war. It seems we have vio-
lence on both sides and so it’s unclear which side, if 
any, were to be an ally to the United States. Getting 
involved	in	this	war,	in	the	end,	may	backfire	and	
hurt America.

In my opinion, Obama’s Syria policy is con-
fusing. There are no reasons for his use of force 
nor does there seem to be any effort to inform the 
American people as to why this action should be 
taken. Syria has nothing to do with us. They are 
not threatening us. It would be better if the govern-
ment	focused	more	on	fixing	things	in	this	country,	
instead of using our resources in other parts of the 
world. America, for the sake of this country, should 

just stay out of it.

Social Media Adds To
Cyber Bullying

                “It breaks your grade down into percentages, like 
homework, participation, and tests,” said Saba Rao ’14. “You can 
also e-mail your teachers if you have questions and can leave 
comments on assignments.”
                For a teacher, Engrade’s features simplify tracking the 
grades of a large number of students. 
                “Using Engrade for entering lab grades, for example, 
is made very simple because teachers can enter Acceptable or 
Not Acceptable,” said Mr. Howard Spergel. “However, Skedula 
makes it much harder.”

Engrade, however, lacks in the features that Skedula 
has. The site used to have many unique features, but it’s currently 
less	flexible	than	its	more	contemporary	partner.  

“I enter my grades on an Excel spreadsheet and then 
have to transfer them onto Engrade separately,” Mr. Spergel said. 
“I also wanted to set up grades a certain way, but there was a 
limited number of ways to set this up.”
              Logging into Skedula involves encountering new 
features, such as confusing pie charts, takes a while to sign in, 
and doesn’t inform students of needed information. 

                “Because Skedula doesn’t 
say what the passing grade is, it makes 
viewing the grades unclear,” said Lauv.
                Skedula’s current features are 
different from Engrade’s. For example, 
a star is seen next to classes that the 
student passed.
                “There’s really no chance to use 
Skedula right now, but we’ll probably 
end up switching to it anyway,” said Mr. 
Spergel, who started using Skedula at 
the end of last spring to submit grades. 
“Students become used to it.”

Teachers will have training for 
Skedula on Election Day.

“Whenever new things come 
up, people are always scared,” said Mr. 
Spergel. “The old way was to bubble 
grades in on a sheet, but now many 
teachers use Engrade now.”

Attention Seniors
October 28- Baby pictures due for the Yearbook (bring them to room 333 or 343)
November 1- $75 deposit due for PineGrove Trip 
November 7- Dress up day (theme to be announced)
 
Last chance to get your photo in the Yearbook. Call Continental Studios at 718-268-2870


