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      Despite being practiced for many years now on 
the West Coast, “dabbing,” a specific way of ingest-
ing marijuana, has recently seen a huge increase in 
popularity amongst teenagers in New York.  Its grow-
ing appeal as well as the dangers it entails make 
the drug a major concern for public health officials.
       Dabbing is slang for the consumption of butane 

hash oil or “BHO” for short, which is the oil contained 
inside marijuana plants.  Whereas the marijuana plant 
may only contain 25% THC, the psychoactive ingredi-
ent in marijuana which induces the “high” that users 
experience, BHO can possess more than 80%, making it 
the optimal choice for many who seek a stronger drug.
     Consumption of BHO received the moniker of 

dabbing from the fact that users only need to ingest a 
very small amount, or “dab,” of the substance, which 
also goes by the names of “honey,” “amber,” and 
“wax,” all in reference to the its golden brown ap-
pearance.  It only takes a dab of the substance for the 
user to experience a high, making the experience not 
only more pronounced, but also more cost effective. 
  “You will always get high from dabbing,”
said one New York teen, adding that its intensity compels us-

ers to  wait until “weekends when they have nothing planned.” 
     BHO is consumed in a unique way different from 

other forms of marijuana use, as it requires the utilization 
of a specific piece, known popularly as an “oil rig,” that 
users can attach to larger equipment to increase the drug’s 
effects.  The oil rig is usually made of titanium or quartz 

and heated up to scalding temperatures with a blowtorch. 
A small amount of BHO is then placed into the now 
heated oil rig and almost immediately evaporates into a 
cloud of smoke, which is held by a bowl and then inhaled. 
    “Dabbing presents a danger because often times 

people who are not accustomed to smoking are not 
ready for the intensity of a dab,”  said another teen.
    Experts widely agree that marijuana can negatively 

impact the mind of young adults, whose brains are still 
developing. Studies have found that cannabis use correlates 
with cognitive decline. Kathryn Calkins, staff writer for the 
National Institute of Drug Abuse (NIDA), recently reported 
that “when researchers matched adolescent-onset and adult-
onset cannabis users with equally persistent use, they saw 
greater IQ declines among the adolescent-onset users.”
   Additionally, local pediatrician, Ralph Lopez M.D. 

went on the record to explain how “a pure form of mari-
juana use among [teenagers] can create cognitive deficien-
cies and induce memory loss much earlier in a person’s 
life.” As Dr. Lopez explains, “[dabbing] is especially 
harmful for teenagers as their brain is still developing.”
  While marijuana use in general has been linked 

to negative consequences amongst teenagers, dab-
bing presents its own plethora of unique problems.
  Eddie Einbinder, educator at R.E.A.D. (Respon-

sible Education About Drugs) commented that while 
dabbing is “more intense than smoking marijuana, 
it can make one feel way too out of it, sometimes un-
able to think or move for a few minutes. The drug 
doesn’t seem to be significantly more dangerous bio-
logically, but the behaviors while on the drug can be.” 
  Einbinder also commented that “no untrained person, 

such as any high school student, should be attempting to 
make this product,” in reference to the dangerous extrac-
tion process for BHO, which involves the super-heating 
of marijuana with butane, a highly flammable substance. 
Accidents involving this process have already taken 
the lives of people  around the country who attempted 
to make BHO in their homes, according to the NIDA.
    Another teen described dabbing as the “future of 

marijuana,” an opinion held by many of the substance’s 
users. With its appeal to users who seek both a stronger 
drug and a cheaaper alternative to marijuana, dabbing has 
managed to create a name for itself. However,  another teen 
added that when all the negative aspects of butane hash 
oil and its use are taken in consideration, it is uncertain 
that the “future of marijuana” will be a safe one at all.

Just a Dab: New High 
Daring and Dangerous

“[dabbing] is especially 
harmful for teenagers as their 
brain is still developing.”

Common Problems:
New Common Application Irks Students and Teachers Alike

Seniors breathed a sigh of relief after a 
frenzied early application season in which 
several universities have forced to move 
back their early application deadlines. The 
“Common App,” the undergraduate college 
application used for over 35 years made some 
big changes to its website for 2013, but tech-
nical and structural difficulties have plagued 
the website since its launch this summer. 

Since its creation as a non-profit or-
ganization by a congregation of fifteen 
private colleges in 1975, the Common 
App has signed on more than 500 uni-
versities around the world and serves 
over one million students annually. 

For its 2013-2014 edition, the Com-
mon Application released their new in-
terface and design, “CA4,” its the goal of 

it being cleaner and having more user-
friendly features, including a help-center 
sidebar and dashboard for news tracking. 
The basic goal was for the Common App 
to be easier to use, but high volumes of 
web traffic along with a relatively untested 
new operating system has actually made 
applying to college more complicated. 

Eric Wohl, a senior at Bronx Science 
who used the app to apply for early deci-
sion said, “The app is so glitched that slow 
downloading and multiple technical er-
rors made changing ‘wall street’ to ‘Wall 
Street’ in my essay take over half an hour.”  

These difficulties have many stu-
dents worrying about submitting incor-
rect files, flawed in ways that can have 
huge impacts on whether or not they are 

accepted into the school of their choice.  
This process can also add additional finan-
cial stress to students who must already 
pay up to $90 just to apply to one school.

“I have to send hard copies of my essays 
to all the schools I’m applying to,” added 
Wohl, “because I’m afraid the online appli-
cation won’t be sent in. This takes up a lot of 
time and also money due to postage costs.” 

Forty-six universities that are members 
of the Common App including Columbia 
University, the University of Pennsylvania, 
and as well as Duke University,  were forced 
to move back their early application dead-
line past the initially intended date of No-
vember 1.  Some schools such as Tufts and 
Princeton have even resorted to allowing 
students to submit their apps via the Univer-

Skateboarding Skids Into Regulations

EDITORIAL 2-3 
Hallway Etiquette 

It’s what students dread each day – our 
crowded hallways. Whether it be the daily 
trek heading into fourth period or stepping 
over the legs of countless Bronx Science stu-
dents during lunch, one thing is for sure – the 
hallways are a hassle.

The Stratisphere: 
A New Power Is Rising

NEWS 4-5
Heads Up
     In response to growing evidence that 
concussions can lead to brain damage, in-
jured athletes are being removed from the 
field more quickly than in the past, and 
coaches and P.E. teachers are undergoing 
medical training under strict new rules from 
the Public School Athletic League (PSAL).

FEATURE 6-7
Console Wars
    The wait is over. It’s been eight years since 
the release of the revolutionary Xbox 360 
gaming console and seven years since its 
Sony counterpart the PS3, but now the new 
generation of consoles has finally arrived and 
people cannot stop talking about it. Gamers 
around the world are beginning new internet 
feuds over which console has the upper hand.

Lou’s Legacy 
Lou Reed was a literary guy who had the 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 8-9

SPORTS 12
Fantasy Football: Fact or Fiction?
    For most of the world, 6:30 pm on a 
Thursday night is just an ordinary hour, 
but for thirty-two million Americans aged 
twelve and over, it is a mad scramble to 
the waiver wire and rush to set lineups as 
the fantasy football weekend kicks off.  

 Science skateboarders have been in a 
tailspin over a recent newsletter stating 
that the sport is “not allowed on school 
property during school hours,” which was 
sent out as a reminder but was received 
as  an apparent departure from routine.
     For years, the Bronx Science court-
yard has been a mecca for skateboard-
ers drawn by its smooth, open spaces 
and long ramps. A number of students 
commute to school on their boards while 
others carry theirs along on the Vallo 
bus or mass transit, eager to squeeze in 
some fun during lunch or after school.
      But last month, the weekly newsletter that is 
emailed to Bronx Science families included 
a notice that skateboarding is not allowed. 
   After a flurry of questions and com-
plaints from parents and students, the 
school sent out a second email explain-
ing that while “students are not to use 
skateboards in school or on school prop-
erty during school hours,” they could 
still bring their skateboards into school-

-a statement that added to confusion.
    Although skaters are allowed to bring 
their boards to school, the rule against 
actually skating on them leaves almost 
no reason to have them in the first place.
   Avid skateboarders described the an-
nouncement as a switch stance but Dr. 
Donahue, the school principal, said 
the ban on skateboarding at school has 
been longstanding and that the newslet-
ter’s notice was intended as a reminder. 
  “This was not a new rule about skateboard-
ing at all.” said Dr.Jean Donahue, “Rather, 
it was just a reminder of a long-time school 
policy that riding a skateboard in school 
is not permitted and never has been.”
   In its newsletter, the administration stated 
that any violation of the skateboarding ban 
would be met with punishment taken from 
the DOE “Blue Book,”or disciplinary code.  
Although the Blue Book itself never ex-
plicitly states that skateboarding is banned 
in NYC schools, it is the guide to disci-
plinary measures. Students can face de-

tention and possibly get their skateboards 
taken from them if they violate the rules.
 One skateboarder, senior Anthony 
Lescano, agreed that this policy was 
“a safety issue” but stated that, “ev-
eryone who had been skateboarding 
was being pretty safe to begin with.”
 Mandatory helmet wearing was not an 
option the administration considered. 
“Since skateboarding is not permitted in 
school,” Dr. Donahue said, “the ques-
tions of helmets does not even come up.”
  Many students took the notice in stride.
“I enjoyed seeing people skateboard in 
the courtyard,” said junior Giancarlo Zir-
polo, “but I understand why the school 
made these rules. They didn’t want any-
one to get hurt, and didn’t want to be 
responsible for anyone [getting hurt]”. 
 “The courtyard has a lot of flat ground 
to offer for skaters,” said sophomore 
Kendrick Shoji. “It’s perfect for skat-
ing. If people can play basketball 
and football, why can’t we skate?”

SPOTLIGHT 10-11
Librarian Look-Up
With students scrambling to find com-
puters and finish homework, the library 
can be one of the most hectic places 
during the school day. As most stu-
dents know, it is also one of the most 
important resources our school offers.

good sense not to write traditional poetry. 
Instead, he used his immense talent to turn 
the streets into music that transformed the 
way a generation looked at rock and roll.



All Too Common 
Problems

-sal College Application, the less 

popular rival to the Common App.            

Accompanying these technical issues, many stu-

dents are finding problems with the changes made 

to the app itself such as prompt changes and word 

limitations.  The extracurricular essay, for example, 

has been removed. Also, the 250-650 word limit will 

be strictly enforced in the new app, because there is 

no longer an option to upload an essay as a .pdf file. 

Milyza Flores, a senior at Bronx Science using the 

early application this fall, said the changes made to the 

application hinder its representation of the applicant.

“I wish they still had the paragraph describ-

ing the extracurriculars,” said Flores, “I can’t re-

ally explain what each item is.  All the admissions 

officer sees is just the meaningless name of an or-

ganization, but nothing gets to shine through.” 

The Common App’s director of policy, Scott 

Anderson, has stated that the company has been 

working tirelessly to correct these issues, and 

has brought many more individuals on board to 

help.  Anderson added, “We have put some solu-

tions in place that have dramatically cut down on 

the number of people experiencing these issues.” 

Many universities have been forced to push 

back their deadlines, but promise to work harder than 

ever to make sure that letters of admittance are still 

received by mid-December. They also saythe Janu-

ary applications will go more smoothly, with accep-

tance letters being sent out as usual, in the Spring. 

New York City’s Mayor Michael R. Bloom-

berg has decided to build a two-acre, ten-story 

garbage dump on the East River, across the 

street from Asphalt Green, a private park and 

athletic facility on Manhattan’s Upper East Side 

as part of an attempt to promote fair distribu-

tion of trash facilities throughout New York. 

Construction for the trash site is already 

in its primary phase, and so far shows no signs 

of stopping. The park, located on 91st Street 

and East End Avenue, is currently u s e d 

by over 30,000 children each year, in- c l u d -

ing many Bronx Science students.     

“It’s a valuable resource to the 

community,” says sophomore Luciano 

Marchio. “It has the only astroturf field in 

the area. I play soccer there all the time.”

 Freshman Alessandro Ferri, a 

member of the Asphalt Green soccer 

team, states that he and his teammates 

will likely be attending a protest against 

the dump. He says the team will “do 

whatever [they] can to prevent it.” When 

asked if the building of this dump will 

affect his decision to continue playing 

there, he responded, “I have been playing for As-

phalt Green since I was 5, and my team has become 

a family to me. The decision to build this dump will 

be a setback but will never stop me from playing.” 

The traffic and fumes will affect hundreds 

of kids who use Asphalt’s other facilities each 

day, including its basketball courts, gyms, and 

an olympic-sized swimming pool, as well as the 

tens of thousands of residents living in the area. 

Four hundred garbage trucks will drive 

down York Avenue and through the park daily, 

dumping up to five thousand tons of trash in just 

one day. The Department of Sanitation has regu-

lations against waste sites being built with-

in four hundred feet of 

residential housing units 

or public parks but 

Asphalt Green is is 

appparently exempt  because it is a private facility-

-although landfill opponents note that its basket-

ball courts and soccer field are open to  the public.

This site is also well within four hun-

dred feet of more than a thousand public hous-

ing units. The Isaacs Houses, for example, lo-

cated on 92nd street and 1st avenue, are closer 

to the dump than any other residential buildings 

in the area and contain about 1,335 residents.

 The mayor’s decision to place a garbage 

dump near a cherished neighborhood resource 

has angered many park patrons and residents. 

He says that it is part of an attempt to cre-

ate a fair way for wealthy neighborhoods to 

take care of their own trash, rather than send-

ing it to the less affluent areas of New York.

 Bronx Science Senior Elizaveta Zaslavs-

kaya, who lives in the Bronx, says that this could 

be helpful to the other bor-

oughs, making them cleaner 

and healthier. However, the 

dump’s opponents note that 

it is located right on the edge 

of the Upper East Side, and 

will have a greater impact on 

residents living in East Har-

lem than those living in the 

wealthier parts of Manhattan. 

The building of the 

dump will cost around 

$126 million. The cost to 

taxpayers and potential  health and quality-of-

life issues it poses--including truck emissions, 

the odor of garbage, and increased traffic--have 

prompted thousands of citizens to sign a peti-

tion to end its construction and to attend protests. 

The administration is paying closer atten-

tion to identification cards and especially pho-

tos as students swipe in and out of the school 

building in response to a recent discovery 

that some students are using homemade IDs.

The increased scrutiny began last 

month after school aides monitoring the 

ground-floor entrance to the cafeteria re-

alized that a senior swiped in with a pho-

tocopy of his identification card attached 

to a plastic, credit-card sized backing.

Schools everywhere are especially sen-

sitive to building access after the shooting 

last year in Newtown, Conn., in which 20 

elementary school children and six teach-

ers were killed by an armed intruder. In 

New York City, teachers and administra-

tors are also on alert because of a missing 

14-year-old, Avonte Oquento, who has 

autism and walked out of his school in 

Long Island City more than a month ago.

As a result, the administration is consid-

ering updating student IDs with new photos 

each year and potential consequences for 

anyone who violates the entry- and exit pro-

cedures. The student who was caught was 

punished with multiple dean’s detentions. 

 “The administration really doesn’t 

want us to mess with our IDs because, 

in this case, what if a stranger photo-

copied the ID and used it to get in?” said 

Junior Minnie Mangafas, S.O. secretary. 

Last December, Bronx Science imple-

mented new rules requiring students to swipe 

out with their identification cards when exit-

ing the school building. Before the Newtown 

shooting, students had to swipe in when en-

tering the building but not when exiting. 

Administrators said they wanted 

to be able to account for students in 

the building in case of an emergency. 

In addition, students are forbidden from 

photocopying their identification cards be-

cause it could encourage strangers to try the 

same thing. After the senior’s homemade 

ID was discovered, Mr. Levy, AP in charge 

of building safety at the time, emailed all 

students reminding them of the restrictions.

According to Ms. Sindab, one of the school 

aides, the senior was not the first student to 

swipe in using a counterfeit identification card. 

“I’ve realized that some students 

have been swiping in using a paper 

taped to a random card,” Ms. Sindab 

said.. “I immediately brought it to Ms. 

Robinson, my supervisor’,s attention.” 

Consequences may vary depending 

on why the student used a counterfeit card, 

Mrs. Robinson said. Some may have lost 

their school ID and do not want, or can-

not afford,  to pay the $5 replacement fee. 

On the other hand, if there is no valid rea-

son explaining the student’s behavior, the 

administration will take further action. 

“We want them [students] to see that 

swiping in with photocopied identifica-

tion cards is dangerous,” Mrs. Robinson 

said. “This is a learning ground, where 

students prepare for the real world.”

A New Type of Fake ID
By: JACKLYN CHO

By: NICHOLAS PIZZO 
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School Rankings Rise in 
Popularity 

Bronx Science was recently ranked 32nd in the 
nation and 2nd in state by US News. In contrast, Stuyves-
ant was ranked 49th in the nation and 8th in state,17 spots 
behind Bronx Science nationally, and 7 spots statewide.

“I’m glad my school is highly ranked,” said 
Bronx Science student Sharhiyar Haider. “Know-
ing that we’re better than Stuyvesant makes me 
happy to go to this school”. Many used to assume 
that the various different rankings on websites were 
unimportant and didn’t matter, but that view is 
quickly changing. Now, respected websites that post 
school ratings are very profitable; their high traf-
fic of viewers helps them to make a lot of money.

“Knowing that we’re bet-
ter than Stuyvesant makes me 
happy to go to this school”.

School rankings are becoming highly regard-
ed as essential information for parents in choosing 
which school is best for their children. The more 
well regarded the site, the more important the 
ranking. With Bronx Science receiving high rat-
ings,  there is an increasing chance of it becom-
ing a first choice for those taking the SHSAT .

College ranking reports are becoming 
more important as well. The higher-rated  the col-
lege, the more applicants. And the more appli-
cants, the more selective the college can appear.  

But the standards by which colleges are ranked 
are changing. Queens College was recently rated 
second among all colleges in the US by Washing-
ton Monthly Magazine. This is not only because of 
the quality of students, but because of the cost of 
living, and the tuition rates. Being ranked second 
will grant Queens College federal support from the 
government, as President Obama implements a plan 
to distribute $150 billion among top rated schools. 

Photo Credit: Lauren De La Ossa 

News4

NYC Landfill Concerns Athletes and Residents 

       The increase in apps and social networking sites such as 
Instagram, Twitter and Facebook have provided an efficient 
means of communication, but also pose a threat to students.
      Many recent suicides have been the result of cyber bullying, which 
has spurred a lot of controversy over whether schools should be al-
lowed to monitor the student’s behavior on the internet to look out 
for bullying behavior. Some argue it is an invasion of privacy, while 
others feel that it will shine a light on what goes on behind the com-
puter screen and potentially decrease the amount of cyber bullying.
     On the internet, there are many ways one can access informa-
tion about a person. One of these ways is a popular website, Ask.
fm. Anyone can ask a question anonymously to whomever has 
set up an account. People with accounts are giving anyone who 
views it the opportunity to ask mean or offensive questions, or 
e v e n  j u s t  t o  l e a v e  i n s u l t i n g  c o m m e n t s

     This application can be a successful tool for develop-
ing new friendships and giving advice to those who are too 
shy to ask a question in person. However, even those who do 
not mean any harm when asking a question are losing valu-
able communication skills that are needed as you get older.  
     Julia Lauer, a sophomore, feels that the pros of this website 
outweigh the cons and enjoys answering questions and giving ad-
vice. “Having an account has actually helped me grow as a per-
son, by making me stronger and more conscientious of my ac-
tions, while simultaneously helping me build new friendships.” 
Nevertheless, another anonymous source stated “I recently deacti-
vated my ask.fm account  because not only was I receiving mean 
comments but  it was constantly distracting me from my work.”
     Bronx Science has numerous ways for students to deal with cyber 
bullying. The school has an anonymous hotline, as well as an open door 

By: MARTI ROSENBERGER 
Cyberbullying’s Potential Threat 


