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     At the mention of 
the SAT’s, Murrowites 
cringe with terror-fi lled 
eyes.
     However in 2016 the 
SAT’s will undergo a 
huge makeover, chang-
ing many aspects that 
include what students 
are being tested on, what 
these students should be 
studying for, and how 

they will be scored.
“I heard that the 2016 
test will have an op-
tional essay,” said junior 
Josephine James.“Th is is 
just unfair- they should 
have taken actions ear-
lier on.”
      James is right when 
it comes to the new test 
having an optional es-
say- however this isn’t 
the only change taking 
place. Th e scoring will 
go back to a 1600 from 

a 2400, with a separate 
score for the essay.
      Th e test will be ad-
ministrated by both 
print and computer and 
students will no longer 
be penalized for incor-
rect answers. Now stu-
dents will have to prove 
their answers with evi-
dence in both the read-
ing and writing sec-
tions.
     Th e reading passages 
will include a broader 

range of topics such as 
science, history, social 
studies and literature.       
     Also along the lines 
of literature, students 
will no longer have to 
complete sentences with 
diffi  cult words.
     As for the math sec-
tion, calculators won’t 
be permitted, and there 
will be more focus on 
data analysis, real world 
problem-solving, and al-
gebra.

       “Th ey are making 
this test easier and eas-
ier,” said junior Sabrina 
Linn. “It’s easier than 
the test us juniors are 
going to have to take. 
Th e kids taking the 2016 
test have a better chance 
of getting into a good 
college.”
        Junior Brianna 
Findley said that even 
though the SAT’s seem 
to be becoming easier, 
that students should 
still continue to study 
just as hard.  She said 
that she is taking SAT 
classes herself, and 
studying hard despite 
the toll it has on her.
      “Th e SAT’s cause way 
too much stress,” said 
Findlay. “Th e school of 
your dreams depends on 
the scores you get. Th is 
new test may give stu-
dents a better chance of 
getting into the school 
they want. Th ese chang-
es are necessary.”
        Being the second 
change of the SAT’s 
since 2005, College 
Board President and 
CEO David Coleman 
made sure to give his 
reasoning’s as to why 
this is happening in the 
fi rst place.
   In a statement on 
CNN’s offi  cial 
website, Coleman said 

that exams have become 
disconnected from the 
work of high school 
classroom. He also stated 
they have become de-
tached from students 
educations and the prep-
aration colleges needed.
      ELA teacher Mr. 
John Jones said that 
these changes are more 
to do with business and 
responding to the mar-
ket prices.
     “Th e SAT’s are be-
coming less and less im-
portant,” said Mr. Jones. 
“Some schools are even 
dropping the SAT’s, or 
replacing them with the 
ACT’s.”
      ELA teacher and 
SAT tutor Mr. Joseph 
Elliot said that he doesn’t 
believe that these new 
changes are addressing 
the real issue at hand.
     “Th e SAT’s are rank-
ing students unfairly,” 
said Mr. Elliot. “Th e 
real work is done over 
a student’s four years 
of high school. What 
they should do is make 
a portfolio of these four 
years’ worth of work. 
But it is more about the 
competition in the mar-
ket than the students, so 
they make us pay for a 
test.” 

Are the SAT’s Stressing Students?

      For Alexander Er-
milko, who has family in 
Ukraine, what he sees on 
the television is not com-
forting.
   “Ukraine looks like it’s 
going through World War 
3,” said the 17-year-old 
junior. “Th e country defi -
nitely needs a good leader 
that will listen and fi x all 
their problems.”
    With deadly riots 
in Ukraine after anti-
government protesters 
demanded President 
Vitkor Yanukovych to 
resign and the recent 
Russian incursion in 
Crimea, Ermilko and 
others in the Russian/
Ukrainian community 
at Edward R. Murrow 
High School are paying 
close attention to televi-
sion reports and speak-
ing to family members 
about the escalating 
situation. 
     Sophomore Victoria 
Chuzina said that she 
has an uncle who lives in 

Ukraine and has said the 
situation is very tense. 
Chuzina also said that her 
uncle,  Dmitriy, lost his job 
as an accountant because 
his company laid him off . 
     He also was evicted 
from his house which 
was located in the coun-
try’s capital, Kiev, since he 
could no longer aff ord the 
rent.
     “My mom spends al-
most all her time talking 
to my uncle,” said the 15 
year old. “It’s something 
that is just too hard to 
visualize, it’s very heart-
breaking for me.”
     Sophomore Katherine 
Kuznetsov said that her 
mother, Lyubov Kon-
drknina, spends a lot of 
her time on the phone 
with Ukrainian relatives; 
however she said they 
don’t tell them much be-
cause they fear someone 
is listening in on their 
conversation.
     “I don’t understand ex-
actly what is going on in 
Ukraine currently, I just 
saw the awful riots,” said 
the 15-year-old Ukrainian 

native. “Th at was enough 
for me to say Ukraine 
needs some stabilization.”
     Murrow’s guidance 
counselors, Mrs. Rita Sa-
fyan, has both a political 
and emotional outlook 
on this situation, and said 
that it is very diffi  cult 
for her to watch Russian 
president Vladimir Putin 
annex Crimea consider-
ing she’s from Ukraine.“I 
feel bad that what hap-
pened shouldn’t have 
happened and Putin took 
advantage the people in 

Crimea,” Safyan said. “It’s 
not going to do anything 
good since dictatorship 
can play with people’s 
lives.”
     But there are other 
students who believe 
Russia’s annexation of 
Crimea is a positive step 
forward.
       “At least Crimea 
will now be part of Rus-
sia,” said Elise Shipkev-
ich, who has family in 
Ukraine as well as Belar-
us. “Maybe now Russia 
can somehow stabilize 

their government.”
     Peter Roytman who has 
parents native to Ukraine 
said that there are too 
many diff erent political 
parties in Crimea which 
is one of the reasons why 
they can’t stabilize the 
country.
       “Ukraine defi nitely 
needs foreign interven-
tion,” said Roytman. 
“Th ere is way too much 
chaos for Ukraine to be 
handling it on its own.”                                                 
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One student says, “Country needs a good leader that will listen and fi x all their problems”

College Board Announces that the SATs are Scheduled to be Redesigned in 2016

Ukrainian police sealed off 
the regional government 
building in Kharkiv, Ukraine

Independence 
Square resembled a 
battlefi eld after the 
20 February clashes

CO
U

R
TESY O

F AFP 
CO

U
R

TESY O
F B

B
C

CO
U

R
TESY O

F B
B

C


