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    The YMCA is a great place to 
go for summer activities. Person-
ally, my favorite branch is the Chi-
natown Branch on Houston Street. 
This branch has a full gym, pool, 
and awesome equipment to use. 
There is no reason to ever get bored 
as the schedules revolve around 
almost every sport imaginable. 
However, there are also cheaper 
alternatives for summer fun. Local 
recreational centers run by the New 
York City parks department. All that 
is required is a lock to hold personal 
belongings and an I.D. Kids that are 
eighteen years-old or younger can 
go for free. The fees for adults are 
posted at the recreational center. I 
have been to the one on West 25th 
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Street near 9th avenue. They have a 
nice pool, huge gym, and ping pong 
tables in the lobby. 
    But for some, visiting a local park 
is just as exciting. Going to the park 
is great for making new friends and 
taking advantage of the free bas-
ketball and handball courts already 
available. Local parks are also great 
for kids who can enjoy the play-
grounds and is an important part of 
the typical childhood experience. 
    The summer really is the best time 
to get out and do some sports. The 
summer is hot, sweaty, great for tan-
ning, and there is always an excuse 
to eat ice cream. What better way is 
there to spend your summer?

    The Salsa dance competition was 
held on Tuesday June 1st at Baruch 
College Campus High School’s 
gymnasium.  It was an eventful 
occasion filled with applauses and 
cheers.  All the competitors were 
dressed to impress and the audience 
supported each and every couple 
with enthusiasm and excitement.  
Even though only three couples 
managed to walk away with tro-
phies as a tribute to their victories, 
every couple who got on the dance 
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floor was exceptional. The couples 
who walked home with trophies 
were, in first place, Elizabeth Reyes 
and Jorge Godoy, in second place, 
Samantha Lai and Joseph Su, and 
third place, Nailah Garcia and Ken-
neth Galazka.  The competition was 
a success. It wouldn’t have hap-
pened without the dedicated danc-
ers, supportive audience, active 
photographers, or the judges. Ev-
eryone deserves a pat on the back 
for participating in this event! 
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