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water, sanitation, and hygiene-related
causes.

One club at Aviation High
School (AHS) has tried and suc-
ceeded in bringing help to end this
global crisis, one drop at a time.

The Science Leadership Insti-
tute, which also constitutes the
Quantum Samurai FIRST Robotics
Team 1601 has raised over $6,000
over the past five years. The team
has used this money to purchase a
water purifier from Aqua Sun, a
company that has worked with the

United States Military, Red Cross,
FBI, United Nations and many other
prominent global agencies.

The club’s annual Project
H20 Concert held in May contributes
a great amount of funding and also
spreads the important message of the
ongoing water crisis. The team has
also met with jetBlue CEO, David
Barger, Spirit Airlines CEO, Ben
Baldanza and other top executives in
the aviation industry during...
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Through out all of New York

City there has been an ongoing trend
called the Green Revolution and it
has finally touched down at Aviation
High School’s (AHS) hangar door
step.

Leading the charge in New
York City’s Green Revolution is the

Horticultural Society of New York. 
For the past one hundred years they
have helped in  educating various
communities of the importance of
finding solutions for the “green” is-
sues that face New York City.

On December 11, 2013,
Council Member Jimmy Van Bramer

and the Horticultural society came to
AHS in order to unveil the new four
season bird habitat put in place at the
front entrance of the school.

Shavon Stewart, Junior at
AHS stated,“I feel like this project
helps create this singularity between
humans and nature that allows...
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There are over 32.6 million
trillion gallons of fresh water on our
planet, yet many of our communities
lack the resources to access it. More
than 3.4 million die each year from 

Aqua Sun water purifier.

Aviation High School (AHS)
technology instructors, or shop
teachers, usually bring in a plethora
of diverse technical and cultural ex-
periences as they enter the doors of
the school. With their years of expe-
rience at airlines, aviation companies
and the military, they have spanned
their wings across the globe and
found themselves landing back
home.

Mr. Forster, who has previ-
ously worked at United Airlines
(UA) for 21 years and is currently
teaching Basic Jets to juniors, said,
“I have a passion for influencing
young minds and knowing that I
have the opportunity to change the
world.” He adds that his experience
with UA and his time in the United
States Marine Corps has inspired
him to land a teaching job at AHS.

“I love how shop teachers
bring their work field experience into 

the classroom. When I had Avionics 
with Mr. Bramhamand, he showed
actual videos from his work at Amer-
ican Airlines and I learned how it is
really done out there, which helped a
lot.” Janna Mizan, senior, said.                          

These shop teachers also
share their global adventures around
the world with the students. Mr. Sim-
mons, who has spent two decades of
his life at the United States Air Force
and about five years of his profes-

sional career at Liberty Helicopters
and Air Jamaica said, “I have lived in 
Panama for three years, Portugal for
three years, as well as Gabon, Egypt
and Canada. Working at the aviation
field has allowed me to provide for
my family and a greater insight to
different cultures across the globe.”

Fiona Lau, fifth year student
at AHS said, “hearing all their stories
have sparked an interest inside me in
aviation. I did not know much about

the field when I first came to the
school. But now, I am pursuing a de-
gree in Aerospace Engineering”

When asked how working in
the aviation field and teaching at
AHS changed and shaped his life,
Mr. Forster smiled and said, “it has
made me mindful about my influ-
ence on people. It motivates me to be
a positive role model.”

As the illustrious AHS slogan
goes, “where dreams take flight,”
many students are left inspired and
encouraged to pursue a career in the
aviation field.

Jhonny Albayero, junior, said
“I believe that teaching is simply not
just a job, but it is a commitment to
motivate students, and be an inspira-
tion to the younger generation. Be-
cause for so many of us, we only
need that simple push to realize that
we are capable of something great in
this world.”
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