
This year about half of the seniors went on
their senior trip.

The seniors spent two nights at Pinegrove
Ranch in upstate New York on the weekend of
March 3rd.
"The seniors departed from the school at 11:00

am on Friday and came back on Sunday at about
5pm," Mr.Seidel, teacher, said.

The students said that they enjoyed the
scenery at the lodge, which was a different setting
from the city.

"Some parts in the inside of the lodge were
made of wood. It made you feel like you were at
a farm," Rafael Gonzalez, senior, said.
The students weren't the only ones to go on the

trip. Mr. Seidel and Ms. Sanchez chaperoned.
"During the trip, the seniors and the staff en-

joyed skiing, horseback riding , paintball, karaoke
and swimming, just to name a few," Mr.Seidel
said.
Some said that the students became even closer

as a result of the trip.
"I think that kids have become closer because

of the trip and the amount of time they spent to-
gether,” Mr.Seidel said.
Not everyone agreed with the fact that the stu-

dents became closer because some people actu-
ally took advantage of their time there to socialize
with students from the other schools there.
One student said that she socialized almost ex-

clusively with students from another school, while
another said that he preferred to spend time with
his old friends.

"I just decided to stay with the people that I

know," Rafael said.
The seniors were lucky enough not to catch

the spring showers and go up there when the
weather was decent. The weather didn't stop them
from having a good time, but it did start to rain
while they were coming back.
Along with the decent weather, came even bet-

ter food.

"The food was great," Rafael said.
Some of the foods that were served were burg-

ers, ice cream, fries and other types of fatty foods
that teenagers love.

"The food wasn't what I expected, because I
didn't think they would serve burgers and fries,
and the breakfast that they served us in the morn-
ing was banging," Rafael said.

Students also said the accommodations were
good.

"We didn't get room service or anything like
that, but if something was wrong with your room
they would fix it," Rafael said.
Each student would probably have a different

answer if they were to be asked for their favorite
part of the trip, but one thing is for sure-- they all
had fun.

"I spent a lot of time with my people and did
a lot of activities with them," Rafael said.

"My favorite part of the trip was the party on
the first night. That's where we met the other
schools and we made a lot of friends," Tjana
Grant, senior, said.
When students get together, they always know

how to find themselves occupied and have a good
time.
"A student who is unknown figured out a way

to bypass our security system and sneak out to the
vending machines," Mr.Seidel said.
Like every enjoyable trip, most students found

the trip to be too short and were sorry when it
came time to leave.

"I was actually sad about coming back. I
wanted to stay there for like a full week. We were
having so much fun," Tjana said.

Collectively, it was agreed that the students
had in fact had a good time and enjoyed the trip,
just as all the other students have in the previous
years.
"The trip was a great trip. We all bonded, par-

tied together, pulled pranks together and we just
got closer to each other as a whole. It was an
amazing trip," Tjana said.
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Last year, the School for International Stud-
ies scored an overall grade of B on its report
card, but scored a D on its learning environment.

The learning environment grade is calcu-
lated based on the results of the "Learning En-
vironment Survey," which is given to students,
parents, and teachers.

“The 'Learning Environment Survey' is a
series of questions for parents, students, and
teachers about their school and how satisfied
they are with it. It gives parents, students and
teachers a voice,” Mr.Walsh, principal, said.

The grade a school receives is important
because the results go into the school’s progress
report which affects the funding that the school
receives for important things like books and
computers. Getting a D also affects a school
negatively because it makes the school less ap-
pealing to those students and parents who are
shopping for schools.

Mr. Walsh said he wants the score to im-

prove.
“I want satisfied students," Mr.Walsh said.
According to Mr. Walsh, the bad grade re-

ceived was mainly because teachers had nega-
tive things to say about the school.

“Only sixty seven percent of the teachers
took the survey, and it looks like those were the
ones with strong opinions and negative feed-
back. They took the opportunity to voice their
opinions, but that doesn’t get them what they
want. A poor grade only makes their jobs
harder," Mr.Walsh said.

Many teachers felt that they were not being
heard and used the survey to voice their opin-
ions, but as a result the school was affected neg-
atively.

Though most teachers had negative things
to say about the school, they also had some good
things to say as well.

“I voiced my concerns that I had with the
school environment, but the survey also pro-
vided me a way to celebrate the environment
and to let people know this is a good school to
attend," Mr. Chetirko, teacher, said.

“There have been significant strides in stu-
dent progress. I’ll grade it an A-," Mr.Chasabe-
nis, guidance counselor, said of the school
environment.

Though it is required by the Department of
Education that every student take the survey,
many students take it and have no idea of how it
affects their school.

“Student results are mixed because it de-
pends on the student," Mr. Walsh said.

“I would describe this school as alright.
Teachers try hard to teach, but most students
don’t try hard to learn," Kassandra Rosario, jun-
ior, said.

In the end, many question the reliability of
these kinds of surveys.

"It's easier to respond negatively, so I don’t
think the results are a true reflection of our
school and should be taken with a grain of salt,"
Mr.Chetirko said.

Mr. Walsh said he respects the opinions of
his students and staff, and that he agrees there
are areas in which the school could improve.
However, he does not believe that the "Learn-
ing Environment Survey" is the best way to ini-
tiate change.

“People who want change and are willing
to do something about it need to do more than
fill out a survey. My door is always open,"
Mr.Walsh said.

Students in a Mouse Squad are taking the
role of computer technicians,fixing computers
this year.

The Mouse Squad, which consists of eight
to nine students, mostly seniors, fixes faculty
computers upon request by email.

"It's good for our students to get really fa-
miliar with technology. If a student is interested,
we'll show them how it works," Mr. Bowen, co-
ordinator, said.

In order for the school to receive a grant
that gives each 6th grader a desktop for the next
two years, the school had to create a Mouse
Squad.

"The school got a grant for a technology
pilot. This program means that for the next 2
years our 6th graders will receive computers and
free internet in their homes," Mr. Bowen said.

Students were surprised by who showed up
at the first meeting.

"I wouldn't have thought I'd see so many
people. I was surprised to see who showed up,"
Javier Guerrero, senior, said.

Students in the Mouse Squad don't know
everything, so they get extra help from someone
who knows a lot about technology and has ex-
perience.

"We get extra help from an intern and his
name is Deon," Mr. Bowen said.

"Deon, he shows us what we might not
know about computers, this goes here and that
goes there. He's the technician of the group,"
Javier said.

Students on the Mouse Squad said they
enjoy it.

"I like to rip apart computers and put them

back together," Javier said.
There are still certain things that the mouse

squad has to perfect for the accommodation of
others.

"It needs to improve its way of transfer-
ring because the Mouse Squad's website is con-
fusing to use, even for me," Javier said.

The Mouse Squad hopes to keep on grow-
ing.

"I would like to see if we can expand our
horizons to see who else would want to join,"
Javier said.

Mr. Walsh held a town hall meeting in the
auditorium in March in order to get together all
the high school students and remind them of
school rules, policies and regulations.

“The teachers requested a meeting where
the principal would remind the students of the
school rules through the end of the year,” Mr.
Walsh, principal, said.

“The purpose of the town hall was to re-
inforce rules that were already in place,” Mr.
Chasabenis, counselor, said

“The meeting was about how we should do
better and how the staff wants to help,” Gre-
gory Jones, junior, said.

Unfortunately, the town hall didn't go as
planned.

“I think it failed for a few reasons. There
wasn't a microphone and only a few teachers
were involved in the planning,” Mr.Walsh said.

"It did not go as planned because students
became distracted,” Mr. Chasabenis said.

"The town hall was uncalled for in the first
place, and then unnecessary remarks from the

students made it last the whole period," Gre-
gory said.

Students actually contributed in different
ways. Some were good, and some were bad.

“The principal had a good message and
the students had good points,” Mr.Chasabenis
said.

“Mr. Walsh tried to talk to us, but most of
us were just distracted," Gregory said.

Some complained that the teachers who
were present did not participate.

“They were not ready, and no speech was
prepared,” Mr. Walsh said.

Town halls are a simple and efficient way
to talk to the whole student body at once.

“It was a good idea, but should have been
more organized,” Mr.Chasabenis said.

Some think the whole idea of a town hall
is flawed.

“I don’t think you should put the whole
high school together,” Gregory said.

In the end, Mr.Walsh regrets doing the
town hall.

“Everybody makes mistakes. I knew it was
a bad idea, but I told teachers I would do it, so
I did,” Mr.Walsh said.

Mr. Seidel

The seniors all join together for a meal after having a fun filled day on their
memorable senior trip to Pinegrove Ranch in upstate New York.

Mr. Bowen

The Mouse Squad is always on call.
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