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by Nikolas Amirian

The Skills USA chapter 
raised $800 with its pie smashing 
fundraiser on April 4.  The 
fundraiser included a basketball 
game between teachers and 
students, and at half time there 
was a “smash a pie” in a teacher’s 
face game.  The teachers who had 
pies smashed on them were Ms. 
Ramdeo, Mr. Burkhart, and Mr. 
David.  “I agreed to volunteer 
to be voted on for the pie smash 
because it was for charity and I’m 
a nice guy,” Mr. Burkhart said.  
The teachers were chosen by the 
students, who donated money 
in the name of the teacher they 
wanted to see get hit with pies.  
The three teachers who had the 
most money in their box were the 
ones who got pies thrown in their 
faces.  

“The MVPs of the game were 
Mr. Daniel for the teachers and 
Jacob Sobilo for the students,” 
Ms. Ramdeo said.  “I think it was 
a good fundraiser and I don’t see 
why we wouldn’t do it again next 
year.”

The Skills USA New York 

by Valentin Martinez

Only 51 percent of the clocks 
in Queens Voc keep accurate 
time.  Of the 110 clocks Voc 
Voice staff found, 56 work 
properly.  Rooms that were 
inaccessible to students were not 
included in data.

Of 48 clocks in the new wing, 
19 are functioning properly.  The 
old wing has 37 functioning 
clocks out of 59.  The percentage 
dips to 50 percent for classroom 
clocks.

The third fl oor has the highest 
number of non-working clocks.  
The clock in the Cosmetology 
Lab 321/323 “hasn’t been 
working for four years,” said Ms. 
Lingstuyl, a cosmo teacher.

“The clocks aren’t priority,” 
said Mrs. Marcia Jarrett Holland, 
head custodian engineer of 
Queens Voc and building 
manager.  Mrs. Holland said 
that if the PA system and bell 
schedule function properly, 
clocks shouldn’t be a main 
concern because they have other 
pending issues in the building.  
“Everyone usually has a watch or 
a gadget and manages time from 
there, so it isn’t a big issue,” said 
Ms. Holland.

But not everyone agrees.  
“The clocks are essential to 
our school,” said Mr. Raynor, a 
math teacher.  “A working clock 
doesn’t only help manage our 
classes, but working clocks say 
a lot about our school.  They 
should be fi xed to maintain a 
good image and environment.”

Junior Daisy Urgiles said 
that “the broken clocks are 
not convenient for teachers or 
students because you can’t pace 
yourself.  Students and teachers 
still look at the clocks even if 
they’re not working.”  

Senior Gerardo Amigon said, 
“You get used to it.  After three 
years in Queens Voc, I’ve heard 
many complaints from students 
and teachers.”

Mrs. Holland pointed out that 
people who want work done are 
supposed to put in work requests.  
“No one has complained so far, 
you’re the fi rst student who 
asked about clocks in Queens 
Voc.  There’s nothing in writing,” 
she said.

Skills USA FUN-draising isn’t
 Just a Pie-in-the-Sky

City competition took place on 
Saturday March 8, 2014.  Out of 
the 13 students from Queens Voc 
who competed, 11 of them placed 
in the top three in their contests.  
The results were:

Cosmetology 11th Grade 
Zinniah Munoz – 1st Place
Raven Walker – 3rd Place

Cosmetology 12th Grade
Katherine Quindi – 1st Place

Plumbing
Moises Ramoz – 1st Place

Henry Montero – 2nd Place
Jared Martinez  – 3rd Place

Internetworking
Hasan Christy – 3rd Place

Job Skill Demonstration A
Jazlyn Inga – 2nd Place

Pin Design
Christian Pineda – 2nd Place

Electrical Construction
 Wiring

William De Los Angeles  – 1st 
Place

Tarek Ahmed  – 2nd Place

What Time is it? Who Knows!

“The New York City 
competition went well and now 
we looking forward to the state 
competition.”  Ms. Ramdeo said. 

The Skills USA New York 
State competition took place April 
23 to April 25 in Syracuse, NY.  
Eight Queens Voc students won 
medals and the results were: 

Computer Maintenance
 Technology

Jasmin Mrkulic – 3rd Place

Residential Systems
Installation & Maintenance
Pedro Bonilla – 1st Place

Jonathon Pioquinto – 2nd Place

Industrial Motor Control
William Callanan – 2nd Place

Related Technical Math
Qingsi Yu – 3rd Place

Electronics Technology 
Xiaoping Wang – 2nd Place
Eileen Herrera – 3rd Place

CONGRATULATIONS!An electrifying experience.

Competitors at the state competition in Rochester.

All pictures were taken at noon.

Students Selected for Construction Skills
are on the Fast Track to Union Jobs 
by Jose Hernandez

Sixteen of 21 students who 
applied were accepted into 
Construction Skills, a training 
program that prepares the students 
who want to work in a trade union. 

Senior Kimberly Pisfi l foun 
out about Construction Skills by 
Mr. Vega, her junior EI teacher.  
“I’ve liked doing electrical work 
since I was about 12 years old.  
I like that it’s not only hands-on 
work, but we have to know all the 
codes to follow.  I also like that we 
can get certifi ed,” she said.  “I want 
to get into Local 3 because it’s the 
electricians’ union.   Another fi eld 
that has my attention is carpentry 
because it’s a part of construction 
that I really like.”

The 16 students accepted 

into the program are: William 
Callanan, Jesse Clark, Jorge 
Estrada, Alex Gonzalez, Mike 
Hernandez, Pamela Infante, 
Sebastian Lupercio, Orlando 
Martinez, Eric McPherran, Henry 
Montero, Kimberly Pisfi l, Moises 
Ramos, Brian Sevilla, David 
Soto, Christian Teran, and Marcin 
Trzeciak.

Senior Mike Hernandez 
wanted to join so he could work 
after graduation.  “I enjoy working 
in EI, which is a great experience 
as well as the internship.  The 
union offers benefi ts and better 
wages.  I could use the money I 
earn to pay for college.  I know 
that in the real world when I’m 
working, it’ll be tough, but I’m up 
for the challenge,” Mike said. 

Mr. Ali says he knows that the 

students chosen for 
Construction Skills will do well 
in the union but he doesn’t want 
them to rush into a decision.  “I 
want them to wait and make the 
right choice,” he said.

Students need to have met the 
requirements both academically 
and through their skills in their 
major.  Students need an overall 
average of 75 in their English 
class and at least a score of 75 on 
their English Regents.  For their 
math class, they need an overall 
average of 80, and at least an 80 
on one math Regents.  The student 
must be on track to graduate by 
their senior year.  

Also required are two 
recommendations--one from the 
junior year shop teacher and one 
from the senior year shop teacher.


