
In recent years, social me-
dia has become an integral 
aspect of modern culture. 
In addition to its primary 
use as a form of entertain-
ment, social media plat-
forms, such as Facebook, 
have become valuable tools 
for staying connected. 

Alumni of the Scholars’ 
Academy often use these 
tools to stay connected with 
one another. Alumni are able 
to maintain the old bonds, 
formed over four years, de-
spite the distance between 
them. Maura Hennessey, a 
former Scholars’ Academy 
student, appreciates the aid 
of social media platforms.

“I go to school in a dif-
ferent state, so social me-
dia definitely helps me 
stay in touch with other 
alumni,” said Hennessey.

Social media also al-
lows alumni to keep up 
to date with the culture of 
their former school. Video 
streaming platforms broad-
cast school events, keeping 
alumni informed of recent 
events. This past year, both 
the school play and talent 
show were streamed live 
on High School Cube, en-
abling alumni to virtually 
“attend” Scholars’ events.

Additionally, current 
students’ posts on Face-
book, Instagram, and Twit-
ter provide alumni with an 
even more personal link 
to the school and events. 
Posts about Spirit Week, 

‘promposals,’ or even 
current stress levels, al-
low alumni to experience 
current life in Scholars’.

“[Social media] helps 
me keep in touch with my 
friends who are still in high 
school,” said Hennessey.

Likewise, Scholars’ Acad-
emy staff has also found a 
benefit in using social me-
dia. Prior to social media, 
the bond between students 
and teachers was severed 
on graduation day. Mr. Hil-
gendorf, the junior/senior 
chemistry teacher, has ex-
perienced this detachment.

“In the past there 
was this discon-
nect,” said Hilgendorf. 

Prior to social me-
dia, teachers were un-
able to see how graduates 
were doing. Many teach-
ers still care about their 
former student’s welfare. 

“I hope so-and-so is do-
ing well, I hope every-
thing is ok with this kid,” 
speculated Hilgendorf.

With the availability of 
social media however, this 
“disconnect” has become 
less prominent. Rather, 
social media offers a plat-
form for teachers and 
alumni to stay connected 
beyond graduation day.

“You can see students that 
you were involved with for 
four, five, even six years,” 
explained Hilgendorf. “It’s 
nice to be able to see that 
[they’re still doing well] 
even though we’re not phys-
ically together every day.”
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Performers in the sub-
way, vendors in the street, 
and horse drawn carriag-
es in the park are what 
defines New York City to 
many tourists. But Mayor 
Bill DeBlasio may change 
those expectations.

DeBlasio wants to rid 
New York City of her 
horse drawn carriag-
es. To do so, he is sid-
ing with animal rights 
group, NYCLASS, which 
believes that the ani-
mals are being abused. 

Allie Feldman feels 
strongly on the is-
sue as well. As the ex-
ecutive director of 

D e Bl a si o’s  Not  Hor si ng  Arou n d
Social Media Connects 
Alumnus to Their Roots

NYCLASS, she feels that 
“No tourist comes to 
New York City just to 
ride on a horse carriage.” 

“Horses do not be-
long in a congested ur-
ban setting where they 
constantly breather ex-
haust while dodging 
dangerous traffic,” re-
ported NYCLASS in a 
statement on their website.

“But they really don’t 
know that this is what a 
horse’s life is like,” says 
horse carriage driver for 
three years, Fred Leite. 
“People walk by, they see 
the horses, they think 
it’s some type of slav-
ery.” He has confidence 
in the horse’s health. 
“They’re strong, they’re 

healthy, they work for 
a living. They don’t do 
this, they get depressed.”

DeBlasio is not, how-
ever, being unreasonable 
as he plans to work with 
carriage drivers to allow 
them to keep their job, 
possibly by driving around 
tourists in ferries instead. 

What the 109th mayor 
is suggesting is not some-
thing new. Many have 
tried to get rid of the 
horses since the parks 
opened back in 1858. 

DeBlasio will not take 
“no” for an answer. He 
wants the “overworked” 
horses to finally be free 
from human cruelty. “We 
are going to get rid of 
horse carriages, period.” 

the PTA president.
Predictably, stu-

dents have not been re-
acting very amiably.

“Now all my shirts are a 
waste of money,” stated Tif-
fany Gomes, “Now I have to 
go out and buy new ones!”

Students will have to rid 
their closets of those bright 
green and orange shirts and 
get ready to don some blue.
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