
The Jaguars baseball team wrapped up a
mediocre season in May.

The varsity baseball team, consisting of players
from both International and Global, ended up with
a record of five wins and six losses.

“Our weaknesses are pitching and defense,"
John Templeton, coach of baseball team, said.

“I think the baseball team needs a lot of work,
because our spirit in the game isn’t as good as it
should be, and instead of building up our team, we
get mad at each other when we start losing," Edgar
Rivera, Jaguars baseball player, said.

“Our weakness is that when we play, we stop
cheering for each other because we start to realize
we're losing," Felix Felix, Jaguars baseball team
player, said.

“Our weakness is that we aren’t a family. We

don't have unity," ShacoryAndujar, Jaguar baseball
team player, said.

“Everyone takes the team as a joke and the
school doesn’t support us enough," Jesus Cabral,
Jaguar baseball team player, said.

“We make too many errors while playing out in
the field," Akeem Watson, Jaguars baseball team
player, said.

However, the baseball team does have its
strengths which allowed them to obtain victory in
almost half of their games. Strangely, many of the
players contradicted themselves by naming unity as
one of their strengths and lack of unity as one of
their weaknesses.

“Their strength is that some of them have been
together for years and with that comes unity," John
Templeton said.

"We're together as one, like a family," Jesus
said.

“We stick together as one," Akeem said.
“We keep together and never bring each other

down," Felix said.
Coach Templeton said that a few players, in par-

ticular, have strengthened the team.
"Nelson Candelario, ShacoryAndujar, and Jesus

Cabral are the best players because they are most
experienced," the coach said.

In order to work as a team, the Jaguars had to
practice a lot.

"It was hard.We ran a lot of drills. Temp was re-
ally strict," Felix said.

The team players and others often have their dif-
ferent views of how they feel about the team in gen-
eral and also where this team will take them in the
future.

“I hope this team takes me to college baseball,"
Jesus said.

“I hope it gives me a scholarship","Akeem said.
“To the Championships!" Edgar said.
“To the play-offs," Felix Felix said.
“I think the most important thing is that they

have a good time; winning isn’t everything,” Mr.

Negron, teacher, said.
Talking to the team, it becomes clear that they

are having fun. Listening to them explain how they
feel about being on the team, you start to see the
family they call a baseball team and how it con-
tributes to how they play.

"It’s mad fun. I love everyone on the team,"
Brandon Alexander said.

“It feels like you’re a part of a family," Jesus
said.

“It’s really fun. I’ve been playing on the base-
ball team for a long time," Shacory said.

“It’s really fun and a good learning experience,"
Akeem said.

“Being on the team makes me proud. I'm glad
this school offers more than one sport. I think it
gives those who want to pursue a profession in base-
ball a chance to get practice and to bond with a lot
of great people," Edgar said.
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Students play jailball almost every day for the sport, the thrill, or just the
fun of it.
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The Jaguars baseball team ended the season with five wins and six
losses.
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Students in the middle school fencing club get to play with swords after
school.

Jaguars baseball team tries its best
By Sapphire Vizcarrondo
Staff Writer

Basketball, a sport originally played with
rules. But now there is a new form of basketball,
with no limits. From people getting pushed into the
walls or down on the concrete to players jumping
the person with the ball, the game can get very
rough.

"Jail ball is just basketball without rules. Any-
thing can happen," Nicholas Reid, sophomore, said.

"You try to get the ball in the hoop. It's every
man for themselves," John David Morris, sopho-
more, said.

"People are just all over the court fighting for
their life and the basketball," Rekif Robinson, an-
other sophomore jail ball player, said.

The lack of rules creates excitement and danger.
"It was pretty hectic when I was playing. I did-

n't know if I would get smacked, jumped, etc. Get-
ting the ball is like a matter of life and death,"
Edgar Rivera, a sophomore, said.

"The sport has very aggressive players," Victor
Romero, another sophomore jail ball player, said.

The idea for jail ball came from the original
street ball game known as “King of the Court” and
a scene from the movie “The Longest Yard." The
game was put into action by a few sophomores.

"The style came from how rough the game is
played in jail. It's violent, hectic, and crazy,"-
Edgar said.

Despite the violence of the game, some enjoy
playing freely with no rules.

"I enjoy playing freely without consequence.
It's a great way to relieve stress after a long day of
going from class to class," Edgar said.

Normally you’d get called for grabbing some-
one or tripping someone or even throwing the ball
out of bounds. But those rules don’t exist for jail
ball players, especially those who play most fre-
quently.

“Derrick, Daniel, Rekif, J.D., Mike, Nick, Vic-
tor and I play," Edgar said.

Plenty people play and all have opinions on
why they think the game was invented in the
school.

"It was made just for the sake of acting crazy,"
John David said.

"It was made just to have fun," Rekif said.
Jail ball is often played either in the gym or out-

side in the courtyard. Most say it's safer to play in-
side the gymnasium.

"I got knocked down one time outside," John
David said.

"It's rough. Derrick was dropped and jumped
for the ball one time," Rekif said.

"You get the ball and hope not to get tackled,"
Nicholas said.

The game isn't made for everybody though.
"I recommend the game to anyone who could

take a hit and not cry about it," John David said.
People in the school wonder if the new version

of basketball is going anywhere. Most doubt it will
become a national sport.

“It’s going back to where it started--jail,” Edgar
said.

By Michael Vaivao
Staff Writer

Jail ball?
Are these
guys for real?

Middle school students now have the opportunity to participate
in a fencing club organized by Mr. Buxton.

“Fencing is an Olympic sport in which opponents compete
against each other with the weapons in a defined area to earn points
for 'touches.' Okay, that sounds complicated. We duel each other
with swords,” Mr. Buxton, teacher, said.

The fencing club was organized for the middle school students
by their English teacher.

“I organized the club. I started fencing about two years ago. I
was training for the Philadelphia Triathlon during the winter
months, and training indoors on the treadmill, spin bike, and in the
pool became monotonous. I happened to walk by the Sheridan
FencingAcademy on the Upper East Side and thought, 'Why not?,'"
Mr. Buxton said.

Buxton said he thought the sport might improve the health of
his students.

“I thought it would be a great extra-curricular activity for our
scholars for a number of reasons. I’m a very active person, and I’m
always pushing our scholars to be active and make healthier eating
choices. Fencing is a very demanding athletic pursuit. You’re in
constant motion. You get your heart rate up, and you sweat!"

He thinks there may be academic benefits as well.
"Fencing matches require a large amount of concentration, ac-

curacy and speed, so scholars can hone their focus and mental stam-
ina--skills that will benefit them academically as well," Mr. Buxton
said.

Fencing could even help students applying to high schools.
"Some of NYC’s most prestigious high schools offer fencing

programs, and differentiating oneself from the pack can make all
the difference when applying to schools,” Mr. Buxton said.

Fencing is not one of those sports that everyone knows about.
It's something new for the students.

“I wanted to expose our scholars to something different, some-
thing that they hadn’t done, or maybe even seen before," he said.

7th and 8th graders who are passing all of their classes and
maintaining an 80 average can join the club.

“I think it’s important that scholars understand priorities: it’s not
okay to do your best on the basketball court, but not give it your all
in the classroom. Additionally, scholars need to demonstrate re-
spect, responsibility, and maturity as we are using weapons."

Fencing is a fun sport but just like some other sports, fencing
requires some protective equipment.

“Participants wear athletic clothing for our warm-up and
stretch. Fencing gear includes a protective mask, a think cotton
jacket, a padded glove for the sword hand, and the sword. Our fenc-
ing club will use the epee, one of the three fencing weapons: epee,
foil, and saber,” Mr. Buxton said.

When people think of fencing they think of a dangerous sport
that uses a long, thin, sharp sword, but it’s not as dangerous as peo-
ple make it seem.

“As a sport, fencing is no more dangerous than any other ath-
letic pursuit. I think some people might misconstrue the fact that
fencing involves dueling with swords as something inherently dan-
gerous, but there are no violent collisions like football or lacrosse.
Fencing is more discipline and focus. You’re more likely to pull a
muscle than anything else,” Mr. Buxton said.

Students will have to pay for their equipment.
“The cost is not prohibitive, but due to budget cuts to public

school programs, participants were asked to contribute $150 each.
In addition, I am donating my time because the school unfortu-
nately cannot afford programs like this, and our scholars want and
deserve them," Mr. Buxton said.

The cost seems worth it when considering the benefits.
"Research shows that scholars who are involved in athletic pur-

suits after school have higher levels of self-esteem, are generally
happier, and perform better academically. That, and playing with
swords is just plain cool,” Mr. Buxton said.

Middle school students join fencing club
By Joseth Delgado
Staff Writer
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