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by Stephanie Gonzalez

For the tenth year in the row, the Tigers varsity baseball 
team made it to the playoffs, which began on May 26.  

The Tigers, seeded 23rd out 32 teams, went all the way 
to the fourth round, the semifi nals.  Their three-game win 

streak began with a fi rst-round upset against the #10 seeded 
Queens HS of Teaching.  The 

game went into extra-innings 
and ended 4-2 in the 9th with 

Armando Avila driving in the 
winning runs.  The second game, 

against Lab Museum, ended 5-0 with 
the pitcher, Larry LeBeau, striking out 

fi ve while allowing only three hits.  In their third 
and fi nal playoff win, the Tigers defeated #2 
seed, Brooklyn Studio.  Armando Avila scored 
the go-ahead run in the sixth inning.  The game 
ended 4-3.  The Tigers were fi nally defeated in 
the semi-fi nals by Van Buren HS, by a score of 
7-2, despite taking a 2-0 lead in the top of the 4th 
inning.  “This is our second-best playoff record 
ever,” said Coach Schimenz, who attributes 
much of the team’s success to the three seniors on 
the team: captain Armando Avila, fi rst baseman Jose Alvarez, and pitcher Larry 
Lebeau.

“These were the best games we played this year because we played with 
our hearts,” Armando said.  Daniel Corona, a three-year captain, said the team’s 
playoff run “was exciting, yet the end was heartbreaking.”  The coach initially 
“had had enough,” he said.  “Entering the playoffs I wasn’t particularly happy, I 
was looking for one and out.  But when Mando came up to bat in the fi rst round, 
with the go-ahead runs on base, I wanted him to get that hit and win the game for 
the team,” said Coach Schimenz.  “It was his last year and it was something he 

deserved.  After four years of working hard for 
the team, Armando had a great season.  Being an 
integral part of the playoff wins was a crowning 
achievement,” the coach said.  Armando was 
fi rst appointed captain as a freshman.  “He is 
the only four-year captain in Tigers history,” Mr. 
Schimenz said.

The team fi nished the season third in their 
division with an 11 & 5 record. 

Although achieving a solid record, the year 
was not easy for the varsity baseball team.  The 
Tigers were inconsistent in season games, which 
led to some uncertainty of a tenth consecutive 
year in the playoffs, said Armando.   “I wasn’t 
sure of what to expect for the playoffs,” said 
Armando.  As the season continued, getting the 
team to work as one was a challenge for the 

senior captain.  
“We had a good record this year but we didn’t work together as team and we 

didn’t play well as a team, not as well as we should have,” said Coach Schimenz.  
“We were third and not fi rst because of behavior issues and key mistakes.”  The 
coach said he expected veterans Radison Moronta and Bryant Cartagena to have 
stepped up more.  But he’s not complaining, he said.  Kevin Hernandez, following 
in the footsteps of Armando and Daniel, stepped up and quickly earned his “C” as a 
freshman.  Kevin Hernandez said this year was “full of surprises” since becoming 
captain and with the team entering the playoffs.  “I felt the team was hard to get 
together but we pulled through and got the farthest we could,” he said.

The Tigers will be losing four-year veterans Larry LeBeau and Armando Avila, 
and three-year veteran Jose Alvarez.  “It was a pleasure to be part of this team for 
the past three years,” said fi rst basemen Jose Alvarez.  “This team has developed 
into a family, and I will miss it.”  Larry LeBeau concurs.  “The last four years 
have been something I’ll never forget; I will miss this team, they were my second 
family,” said the pitcher and third-baseman.

Varsity Baseball Team
Gets to Semifi nals

by Ricky Macklin

Give me a Q.  Give me a V.  Give me a commitment, said Mr. Lerro.  What 
happened to the cheerleading?  It was all a “lack of commitment,” he said

The much anticipated addition to the school’s sports activities was expected to 
big boost to school spirit.  “I was pleased to hear of a QV cheerleading team at the 
start of this school year because I believed it would bring much excitement to our 
school,” said Ms. Green, an English teacher and yearbook advisor.

“It felt good to hear the girls practicing their cheers outside of the gym during 
basketball practice,” said Kirk Palmer, a senior on the boys’ varsity basketball 
team.

Even with the school’s three basketball teams unable to play home games at 
because of the damage to the gym fl oor, the cheerleaders still expected to be “a 
part of the school’s spirit during the 2010-11 year,” said junior Nijah Taylor.

The girls had chosen their own uniforms and were measured, and they had 
begun to talk about fundraising.  But then, attendance problems began.  “After 
six weeks of practice the attendance level began to drop severely,” said Mr. Lerro, 
who tried reaching out to members of the team when he noticed the decline in 
attendance.  Some stated that their parents did not want them staying late after 
school and others said that they had other responsibilities.

Even though PSAL does not consider cheerleading as a sport, Mr. Lerro ran 
the squad just as any other team in Queens Voc.  “There were eligibility rules, and 
there was a chance that some of the girls could fail off,” said Mr. Lerro.  

But some cheerleader said organization was the problem. “I stopped going 
to practice because the squad lacked structure,” said freshman Gianne-Michelle 
Swann.

“I’ve been here 18 years and within that time an English teacher, Ms. Dell’omo, 
and I tried to begin a cheerleading squad and each time the turnout of girls was 
poor,” said Ms. Bloom.  Mr. Lerro said that this time around the turnout of girls 
was very acceptable; there were 15 students who attended practice regularly for

JV Baseball Builds 
Solid Players

Whatever Happened to 
the Cheerleading Team? 
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by Shennel Cole

This season marked a new look for the Queens Voc JV 
baseball team, from new uniforms to a fresh new outlook on 
how the team will be running from this year forward.  

As the season winds down, the Tigers are struggling to fi nish a 
season that has been plagued with rainouts.  Their condensed schedule 
had them trying to play all 10 of their league games within a month.  As of 
June 7, their record was 2 & 6 in the Queens West division.

The team has seventeen players, nine are sophomores and eight are 
freshmen.  

Erik Castro, Osvaldo Nunez, and Jesse Santander are the team’s captains.   
“All three of these players are very hard-working, and they take initiative.  When 
they know something has to be done, they don’t wait for me to tell them,” said 
Mr. Cintron.  They help keep the team organized, and they have stepped up a lot.  
Jesse is the only veteran of the three captains, having been on the team last year 
as a freshman.  “He learned a lot last year, and came in this year taking initiative.  
He’s a good leader,” said Mr. Cintron.

The team is motivated, but the coach said that his job is to motivate the team 
even more.  “I like to get the team excited,” the coach said, “I tell them that this 
game is ours and that ‘WE ARE TIGERS!’  But the captains have a lot to do with 
motivating their teammates also,” he added.

The team hasn’t played many games but the highlight of their season has been 
when they beat Beach Channel 15-0 on May 14, said Mr. Cintron.  The Tigers 
defeated Beach Channel a second time on Saturday, June 4, this time by a score 
of 10-8.

“The season has gone well,” said the coach, “but I learned that we need to 
have a lot more practice games because in the beginning of the season the boys 
were very nervous.”

“We have a lot of freshmen, and most of them are strong and work well with 
the sophomores.  Steven Polanco has done a good job as a pitcher.  He’s been a 
big help,” said Mr. Cintron.

Tigers Sports Continued Inside

Hank, ready to fi eld.

Larry, pitching ace.
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While the coach says 
he’s satisfi ed with the team’s 
development, one of the 
captains said he’d just like to 
have a better record this year.  
“I want a better record this 
year, because the record before 
was 5 & 5 and I want at least 
6-4 also to improve for varsity,” 
said Erik Castro, who the coach 
describes as a “very serious 
player.”  

Ismael Ruiz, who the coach 
describes a good fi elder and a 
fast runner, said “I’m on the 
JV baseball team because I am 
hoping to join the varsity team 

next year.  Right now, I know 
I’m not ready.  I want to sharpen 
my skills, because I know Mr. 
Schimenz is a tough coach.”  

The team’s last two games 
were on Thursday, June 9, and 
Friday, June 10.  For their fi nal 
record and stats, see PSAL.org.

The team members this 
year are: Robinson Adames, 
William Callanan, Roeny 
Castillo, Erik Castro, Saul Cruz, 
Carlos Fernandez, Anderson 
Moran, Osvaldo Nunez, Kevin 
Olivares, Hommy Pena, Steven 
Polanco, Raul Rosario, Ismael 
Ruiz, Mario Salcedo, Jesse 
Santander, Terrell Smith, and 
Leonardy Urena.

The varsity baseball team 
will also be losing Armando.  
“This season has been one of 
the toughest, and as mighty 
Tigers we kept fi ghting,” 
Armando said.  “I’m proud to 
say I’ve helped lead my team 
to the playoffs all four years 

as captain.”  Shortstop Luiny 
Monegro, a freshman rookie, 
said that “Armando has been 

continued from back page a good leader and someone to 
look up to.”  

“It will be different without 
Mando, the kid knows how 
everything has to be done and 
how to do it; when he comes 
up to bat, he fi ghts each pitch.  
He’s been a great captain and 
I’ve watched him grow into a 
dynamite baseball player,” said 
Coach Schimenz.  “Next year 
will be so different without 
Armando, Larry, and Jose.”  

Two-year veteran Bryant 
Cartagena said he thinks that 
“next year we have the talent 
to be successful, but we will 
need to fi ll the void of Mando’s 
leadership, Larry’s pitching, 
and Jose’s talent.”   Many of 
the players, however, will be 
returning next year, as the team 
members are mostly juniors 
and sophomores.  Daniel said 
that he “will continue to guide 
the team, working hard to 
make sure the team does what’s 
right.”  Coach Schimenz hopes 
to continue to work closely with 
Dan and Kevin next year, as 

well as with anyone who wants 
to step up.  But stepping up has 
to be consistent, not just when 
it’s convenient.  Kevin said that 
“Next year, I wish to earn the 
team’s respect, but I still have 
a lot to learn and as time goes 
on I will become a great leader 
like Armando.”  Armando said 
Kevin and Daniel are hard 
workers and he hopes they will 
continue to work well with each 

other next year.  
“Only a few players are 

leaving, and those who remain 
will step up and we will still be 

a good team,” Luiny said.
With summer near, 

returning members will work to 
improve for next year.   “I want 
to improve on the defensive 
aspect of my game and step 
up as a leader,” Bryant said.  
Rookie outfi elder Jose Cabrera 
wants to improve on his swing, 
and be more consistent in his 
fi elding.  

In the middle of July, the 
Tigers will work along with 
the New York Mets in Central 
Park, conducting youth baseball 
clinics, according to Coach 

Cheerleading
six weeks.  “The girls seemed 
motivated during practice,” 
he said, adding that they were 
very helpful to their teammates.  
Members who caught on to 
routines faster than others would 
take time to go through them 
again.  “After the fi rst couple 
of practices my expectations 
for this team was very high,” he 
said enthusiastically.

But on Jan. 14, Mr. Lerro 
cancelled the team after only 10 
weeks in existence.Although 
this year’s plan for cheerleading 
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Schimenz.  
The members of the varsity 

baseball team this year were: 
Henry Alvarez, Jose Alvarez, 
Armando Avila, Jose Cabrera, 
Bryant Cartagena, Andy 
Collado, Daniel Corona, Luis 
Gonzales, Daniel Henao, Kevin 
Hernandez, Lawrence LeBeau, 
Jose Monegro, Luiny Monegro, 
Radison Moronta, Diony Perez, 
Jarvis Perez, Jason Perez, 
Carlos Rodriguez, Nathaniel 
Rodriguez, Gary Santos, 
Brandon Taveras, Joseph 
Taveras, and Cristian Trujillo.

didn’t go well, Mr. Lerro said 
if the students express interest 
in starting the team, he will be 
willing to give it another try.  
“If they seek me out I will be 
willing to start with a clean 
slate,” he said.

The girls who handed in 
paperwork and part of the team 
were: Rachel Ackerman, Sofi a 
Bonilla, Kimberly Caceres, 
Janaya Celestine, Yanni 
Cotacachi , Ragine Folk, Sahury 
Gonzalez, Kayla Gonzalez, 
Hassly Marquez, Charlene 
Meza, Victoria Noel, Gianne-

 Inside Tigers Sports

Young players look forward to next season. Michele Swann, Jenifer Suarez, 
Nijah Taylor, and Lourdelyne 
Victor.

Mr. Lerro encourages girls.

by Alex Molina

Eating healthy is an essen-
tial part of life.  That’s what 
more than a dozen parents 
learned by taking part in nutri-

Yum, Nutrition Workshops!

tion workshops at Queens Voc.  
The workshops began Tuesday, 
April 5 and ended on June 7.  

The workshops were run in 
conjunction with Cornell Uni-
versity Cooperation Extension, 

and coordinated by Queens 
Voc’s parent coordinator, Ms. 
Baez.   

The free nutrition work-
shops, which lasted approxi-
mately an hour and a half on 
eight Tuesdays, open to all par-
ents, demonstrated the proper 
way to eat healthy.  The work-
shops taught parents about ba-
sic nutrition, portion size, food 
safety, menu planning, food 
shopping and budgeting, food 
preparation, and physical activ-
ity. 

Pictured above are: Ms. 
Baez, Ms. Altagracia Gomez, 
workshop nutritionist, and the 
parents who completed the 
workshop training.  

For more information about 
“Steps to A Healthier You” go 
to www.MyPyramid.gov.

Mando up to bat.
Speedy Bryant on the bases.

Tigers received support throughout their playoff run.


