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Racial tensions rise across U.S. 

See RACIAL JUSTICE, Page 6 

By RACHEL DELCARMEN SOSA   

Editor/Staff Writer 

 

On her way to work on a 

Thursday morning in May, 

Kerronn Kitchen was 

stopped by police for not 

yielding to a pedestrian.  

The Eximius Guid-

ance Counselor said that 

even though she was upset because she 

was signaled to move ahead by a cross-

ing guard, she spoke respectfully to the 

officer and immediately offered up her 

license and registration.  

“If you know your rights, you 

just [need to] address it the right way,” 

said Kitchen, explaining that she will 

simply fight the ticket in court.  

Some interactions with police 

officers haven’t ended so peacefully in 

recent months.  

When Freddie Gray was taken 

into police custody in Baltimore and 

eventually died on Sunday, April 12, 

under circumstances that are still un-

clear today, many were outraged. In 

just a few days, Baltimore erupted into 

riots, and the world took notice.  

The police officer who arrest-

ed Gray allegedly did so without any 

evidence that a crime was committed. 

According 

to a hospital 

spokesper-

son, Gray 

went into a 

coma, died, 

was resuscitated, stayed in a coma, 

and then, on that Monday, unsuccess-

fully underwent extensive surgery for 

shock trauma to save his life. He held 

onto life for a total of seven days. 

     ...the official student-run newspaper for Eximius College Preparatory Academy 

By MICHAEL REID 

Top Editor 
 

At some point 

or another, just about 

everyone has heard 

about ISIS.  

But what ex-

actly is ISIS?  

Many have 

heard about this 

group killing dozens 

of people at a time 

and carrying out pub-

lic executions, crucifixions and other 

heinous acts. Through this, they have 

gained large parts of northern and west-

ern Iraq as well as Syria.   

ISIS, which stands for the Islam-

ic State in Iraq and the Levant and 

Islamic State, is a terrorist group that 

started out as a branch of Al Qaeda. 

According to their leaders, their goal 

is to create an Islamic state across 

Sunni areas of Iraq and Syria.  

“I feel like what they’re doing is 

wrong and unjust,” said Tiffany 

Marte, an Eximius College Prepara-

tory Academy senior. “They’re tor-

turing people for their benefit and their 

gain.” 

Marte is not alone in her reac-

tion. Many agree and can probably add 

on to her opinion on ISIS. 

Since ISIS has taken not only an 

aggressive but also a sophisticated ap-

proach by taking their campaign to so-

cial media platforms such as Twitter and 

Facebook, social media has gone up in 

flames. On Twitter and on Facebook ISIS 

has even made appeals and threats, 

which ironically seems to be attracting 

recruits and sometimes leading to the 

successful soliciting of funds online. 

But what would bring a person 

to support or join a terrorist organiza-

tion? “I don’t know what would moti-

vate a young person to do that [other] 

than to just glorify themselves,” said Mr. 

Alcibiades Gonzalez, the school’s AP of 

Organization. 

Is that really what this is all 

about? Can social media really be that 

powerful? Even more importantly, why 

should this matter to us?  

In 2012, PewInternet.org report-

ed that over 87% of teens aged 12-17 use 

some form of social media online. That 

being said, you can only imagine how 

much that percentage has increased in 

2015!   
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The ISIS Crisis 

Practically the whole world is at 

war with ISIS. The self-

proclaimed terrorist group is 

responsible for a series of grue-

some videotaped beheadings, 

including a number of Ameri-

cans. Below are some key inci-

dents that have occurred since 

the start of the crisis:  

 July 2014: ISIS militants 

blow up Jonah’s tomb, an 

ancient holy site for both 

Christians and Muslims alike 

in Mosul.  

 Jan 2015: ISIS demands 

$200 million from Japan in 

exchange for the lives of two 

Japanese hostages. Both are 

eventually beheaded. 

 Feb. 2015: Three simultane-

ous car bomb blasts kill at 

least  30 and injure more 

than 40 in Gobba, Libya.  

 March 2015: ISIS seizes 

control of the key Iraqi city of 

Ramadi after government 

security forces pull out of a 

military base.  

 June 2015: ISIS execute sev-

eral men by throwing them 

off of a building for allegedly 

being homosexual. 

 Research compiled by Staff 

Writer Fatoumata Ceesay 

“New Yorkers are pretty crazy, so I think they 
would [riot here if things heated up to that level].”   

           Robert Loaiza, Jr., 11th Grade 

See ISIS, Page 6 

ISIS uses social media to 

change the face of terror   

“The Power and Popularity of Social Media”       Photo concept by SAMERA MOHAMMAD  

 (From left to right — Back row: Victor Roman, Jr., Ayomide Loye, Mory Diawara, Chris Reyes, Hugh Challenger. Middle row: Stacey Owusu,  

Jason Santiago, Gina Addo, Emmanuella Boateng. Front row: Florence Agyapong, Michelle Aniwaa, Linda Ankrah, Karla Santiago and Karlin Soler) 

Like many across the globe, Eximius teens have become engrossed in Smart phones and social media. With this surge of Internet  

users, getting a world of reaction and attention presents little challenge for terrorist organizations such as ISIS.  

“I feel like what 
they’re doing is 

wrong and 
unjust. They’re 

torturing people 
for their benefit 
and their gain.”  

Tiffany Marte,  
12th Grade 



Thursday, June 11, 2015 Knightly News — Eximius College Preparatory Academy Issue 1, Volume 1 

See GRADES VS. UNIFORMS, Page 5 

Dear Eximius Students, Families,  

Faculty and Staff, 

 

 My name is Michael Reid. I am 

a rising senior and a Top Editor of the 

Knightly News Newspaper. I would per-

sonally like to welcome you to the 

small start of a big change within our 

school. While it truly has been a jour-

ney to publish our first edition (ROTF 

ha ha ha!), it’s finally here!  

 The Knightly News is for the 

students and by the students. We are 

devoted to giving the students of      

Eximius a voice and the freedom to 

express themselves.  

 My goal for this newspaper is 

that it becomes an integral part of our 

school community, as it was created to 

be an outlet for students.  

 Our hope is that the Knightly 

News inspires you to THINK, dares you 

to challenge the norms,  empowers, 

educates, and encourages.  

 Although we started off small, 

I do expect that this is the beginning of 

something big. It is my greatest hope 

that you will help 

this newspaper strive 

- and strive on. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Reid,  

Top Editor  
See DALY, Page 6 
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By ZAINAB  

CAMARA 

Staff Writer 

  

At 14 he was 

living the life, 

eating chicken 

cutlet for the 

first time and 

playing Duck 

Hunt on the original Nintendo at his 

very first American BBQ. 

“I used to watch those 80’s 

shows, so I thought it would be like 

that,” he said, explaining that what 

he saw on television is what he 

thought life in the United States 

would be like upon his arrival. 

Having just moved from Kil-

dare, Ireland to Woodlawn in the 

Bronx with his mother and his young-

er siblings, Yvonne and David, the 

now Eximius College Preparatory 

Academy Principal, Dr. Jonathan 

Daly, was on top of the world.  

“Everything went from such a 

high to living in a 1-bedroom apart-

ment with five people,” he said.  

He remembers it like yester-

day. His father’s friend’s son, Kevin 

Cummins - a high school football star 

with a mullet - picked them up from 

the airport in his yellow, Toyota mon-

ster truck with Guns N’ Roses blasting 

from his truck’s speakers. The Ameri-

can teenager drove them to his father’s 

house for lunch in Westchester.  

After the BBQ and the enjoya-

ble afternoon at an awesome Ameri-

can home, Daly said his father picked 

them up and took them to their new 

tiny apartment where he and his fami-

ly would live. 

“Reality set in,” he said.  

Daly who just earned his doc-

torate degree in School Leadership 

Academic 

“Education is our passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs 
to the people who prepare for it today.” — Malcolm X 

  Letter 

from the 

Editor  
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 Irish teen turns U.S. doctor of 

education 

Grades vs. Uniforms:  A Debate is on 

Photo by JENESE JOHNSON 
Jonathan Daly is finishing his 4th year as principal of Eximius College  

Preparatory Academy. Under his leadership, the school received its first 

overall “Well-Developed” rating for the school’s annual quality review.  

By FATOUMATA CEESAY 

Staff Writer 

 

White button-down shirt. 

Check. Khaki pants. Check.  

Tie. Check. Burgundy Eximius 

sweater. Check.  

All black shoes. Check.     

A typical day at Eximuis Col-

lege Preparatory Academy is coming to 

school on time and making sure you 

have the right uniform. 

But should the uniform really 

be the issue at Eximius? Many students 

feel that it is but it shouldn’t be. Some 

say the school focuses more on uniform 

violations rather than on the high 

grades of dedicated, driven students. 

 “I think academics is definitely 

number one,” said college advisor Rob-

ert Santos. “They are both important, 

but at Eximius we are 

known for our great teachers, rigorous 

courses and our college-bound stu-

dents.”  

However, in the morning when 

students go up to their first period clas-

ses, some are stopped because they 

aren’t wearing all black shoes or a tie. 

As a result, they sit in the cafeteria and 

miss first period. Subsequently, many 

students fail first period.  

Sixteen-year-old Florence 

Agyapong, a 10th grader at Eximius, 

would agree.  

“When you’re late, you have to 

stay downstairs when you don’t have 

the right uniform,” she said, explaining 

that teachers add lateness to their stu-

dents’ grades.  

Fellow sophomore Jiklenia 

Alomal shares a similar view with her 

peer.  “The staff worry too much about 

uniform[s],” she said. “It doesn’t depict 

how smart we are, nor how responsi-

ble.” 

 Students point to times when 

administration interrupts students dur-

ing the middle of 

class when students 

are learning by pull-

ing those with a miss-

ing part of a uniform 

out of class. In addi-

tion, students often 

get stopped in the 

hallways because of 

uniform infractions, 

which can make them 

late to classes. 

Many students say they under-

stand that this is a uniform school and 

it is necessary, but they feel their grades 

are important, too. In other words, they 

would like teachers and administration 

to put more focus on praising the stu-

dents who get high scores.  

Recently, student government 

has made a push to do just that.  

“Attention to the unnecessary” — Photo by SAMERA MOHAMMAD 

Some students feel the Eximius staff pay more attention to students who do NOT achieve the school’s Core 

Values or have uniform violations but fail to notice those who strive to achieve high academic standards. 

U.S. History teacher Mr. Joseph Costello demonstrates this issue with the help of sophomore Cassidy Arm-

strong  (out of uniform and on phone) and Felicia Small (pointing to Honor Roll chart).  

“The staff worry too 

much about  

uniform[s]. It doesn’t 

depict how smart we 

are, nor how 

responsible.” 

Jiklenia Alomal 

Eximius Sophomore 
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By TALISA LAWRENCE 

Staff Writer 

 

Seventeen-year-old Kiara 

Ferreras and Michael Jackson have 

some things in common, and it’s 

not just popularity. 

The college-bound Eximi-

us College Preparatory Academy 

senior is known by her peers for 

being smart and talented, but she’s 

mostly known for her modeling. 

Even though Ferreras embrac-

es her body and skin today, it wasn’t 

always that easy for her. In her first 

year of modeling, Ferreras said she 

was turned down by a modeling agen-

cy because of the skin condition vitili-

go, which she shares in common with 

the famed King of Pop.  

“I felt horrible and unwanted 

when they rejected me because I knew 

my skin condition was the reason why 

I didn’t get [into] the agency,” Ferreras 

said.  

After being rejected, Ferreras said it 

took awhile to cope and get over it. 

Vitiligo is a disease that causes loss of 

skin color in blotches.  

"Vitiligo occurs when the body 

is triggered to look at melanocytes as 

foreign or abnor-

mal. Melanocytes 

are specialized 

cells that give col-

or to the skin. 

With Vitiligo the 

body's immune 

system starts 

attacking 

those 

cells, 

which is 

why it is 

consid-

ered an 

autoim-

mune dis-

ease,” said 

Dr. Amit 

Pandya, 

Dermatol-

ogist and 

Pigmentary Disor-

ders Specialist at 

Soutwestern Medi-

cal Center in Dal-

las, TX. 

          According to 

Vitiligo Support 

International, 

about 1% of the 

world’s population (more than 50 mil-

lion people) are affected by vitiligo, 

and the condition can occur in adults 

and children of any skin tone and or 

racial ethnic background. Jackson was 

diagnosed with vitiligo in 1986. It was 

passed on to his son Prince, which 

shows the disease can be inherited. 

Ferreras was born and raised 

in New York but is deeply in tune with 

her Dominican roots. She recalls one 

trip to the Domincan Republic with her 

mother when she “went to Santo Do-

mingo, which is the other side of D.R., 

without [her] parents knowing.” 

If that’s one of the worst things 

she’s done, it seems likely. Younger 

girls in the school say they look up to 

her and faculty and staff speak highly 

of her.  

Ferreras’  guidance counselor, 

Mrs. Jessica Madera said, “I mean 

what can I say? 

She is very hum-

ble and sweet,” 

when asked about 

Ferreras as a stu-

dent. The college-

ready senior not 

only got accepted 

by SUNY Co-

bleskill but also 

Guttman Commu-

nity College. Fer-

reras said she 

chose Guttman to 

pursue her career in modeling. 

In her spare time, Ferreras 

said, "I like to get organized with my 

modeling, such as booking events etc."  

When asked how she would 

spend $1 million dollars if she had it, 

she replied, "I see a lot of kids in D.R. 

working for the things that they have 

at a very young age. I would donate 

the money to charity and share my 

love for modeling with them as well." 

It seems little can deter the 

inspiring senior. As for her advice for 

other teen girls, Ferreras encourages 

them to “be who you are and don’t let 

[anyone] bring you down.” 

Young 
model 
sheds 
light  
on skin  
disease 

Local 
“I don’t need bodyguards.  

I’m from the South Bronx.” — Al Pacino 

Job Search 

101 in NYC 
By ROSA DREW, Staff Writer 
 

 If you are looking to make some 

extra money this summer or spruce up your 

resume with a job experience, the options 

are out there.  

 From the Bronx Zoo to Footlocker 

to McDonalds and pizza parlors, Snaga-

job.com currently has several positions post-

ed for local companies and organizations. 

But before you head off to an interview, 

make sure are well-prepared.  
 

Interview Tips 
 

1. Research about the job to be well-

informed. 

2. Use the app Social Sweepster to clean up 

your Facebook and Twitter accounts of pos-

sibly damaging photos, statuses, etc. 

3. Craft your “story statement" – make it 

interesting. 

4. Wear a subtle outfit. 

5. Arrive 10 minutes early. 

6. Do not chew gum; doing so is a turn-off 

to employers. 

7. Fill out every part of the application using 

neat handwriting.  

8. Make eye contact. 

9. Show enthusiasm and project confidence. 

10. Thank the interviewer and ask about 

next steps. 

Grades vs. Uniforms:  A Debate is on 

“I felt horrible and 

unwanted when 

they rejected me 

because I knew my 

skin condition was 

the reason why I 

didn’t get [into] the 

agency.”  

— Kiara Ferreras  

Photo by  

JENESE JOHNSON 

Kiara Ferreras 

walks down the 

runway with style 

and grace at the 

school’s April 

Fashion Show. She 

has been modeling 

since age 11. 

    

Volunteer Opportunities in NYC 
1) New York Cares (nycares.org) 

Get involved in “volunteer programs for 1,300 nonprofits, city 

agencies, and public schools,” according their web site. 

2) Green Teens - New York City Department of Parks 

and Recreation (greenteensnews.blogspot.com) 

Participate in workshops, water trees, remove litter, collect re-

cyclables and educate citizens about the harms of littering. 

3) Citymeals-on-Wheels (citymeals.org) Deliver nutritious 

meals and companionship to homebound elderly. 

4) The American Red Cross (www.redcross.org/ny/new-

york/volunteer) An emergency-response organization, the 

Red Cross provides disaster relief assistance, such as food, 

clothing, shelter and counseling, to those in need. If you are 17 

and under, you can volunteer and gain valuable leadership 

skills and experience by joining a local Red Cross Club or help-

ing to form one at your school.  

5) Food Bank for New York City (foodbanknyc.org) 

This organization works to end hunger in NYC and educate 

people about the effects of poverty. From serving hot meals to 

stocking pantries and sorting donated goods, there are many 

ways to get involved.  

Photo courtesy of Coach Emmanuel Hernandez 

By DESIGN TEAM 

Knightly News 

 

         The Morrisania 

Mystique dance 

team brought home 

the title at the 2015 

Cheerfest.  

        Coach Emanuel 

Hernandez said the 

team gave it their all 

and had an amazing 

time! 

Mystique Dance wins Nationals! 
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http://nycares.org/
http://www.greenteennews.blogspot.com
http://citymeals.org/
http://www.redcross.org/ny/new-york/volunteer
http://www.redcross.org/ny/new-york/volunteer
http://foodbanknyc.org/
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           Life 
    “Live as if you were to die tomorrow; 
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Eating in Class:    
Students speak out 
By ZAINAB  CAMARA 

Staff Writer 
 

 The question often arises: Should students be 

allowed to eat in class? Eximius students were anx-

ious to share their opinions.  

 
 “I feel like it’s 

good [to some-

times eat in class] 

– it helps work 

your brain.” —  

Rebecca Zapata, 

junior 
 

 “It helps me stay 

focused,” said 

sophomore Desti-

ny Rivera, adding, “if I’m taking a test or do-

ing classwork, my stomach won’t growl.” 
 

 “I think they should allow eating in class 

because I [can] be hungry in the morn-

ing... if I don’t eat at home, I 

have to eat in class.”  

       — Joshua Easly, sophomore  
 

 “I think it’s bad.”  – Reynaldo Cabrera,                 

sophomore 
 

 “I feel like there’s nothing wrong with eating in 

class,” said sophomore Cassidy Armstrong, ex-

plaining that “eating a bag of chips here and 

there” should cause no concern or classroom 

disturbance. 
 

 “You should be able to eat in class because 

sometimes students aren’t able to eat breakfast 

at home and eating a little meal in class will help 

[them] concentrate.” — Kevin Pepra, sophomore 
 

 “What if I don’t eat at home?”  

         — Brianna Gibbs, sophomore 
 

 “I feel that eating in class is unsanitary, it brings 

in rodents, rats and other insects and excludes 

us from the fact that it causes distractions.”  

     — Sariah Colon, junior  
 

 “I think it should only be allowed in 1st 

period for the first 20 minutes.”  

      — Jalize Mejia Perez, senior 
 

 “I feel that it is fine unless 

[students are] being disrup-

tive; it shouldn’t be a problem 

if they aren’t making a mess.”  

                  – Tarica Thomas, junior 
 

 “I think if a student is really 

hungry they should allow them to eat 

in the back of the class.”  

             — Brithny Wallace, sophomore. 
 

 “Eating in class keeps me awake.”  

         – Mariyamo Sanuwo, senior 
 

 “I think eating in class should be allowed dur-

ing 1st period.” – Nilijah Collins, senior 
 

 “I feel like if it’s not a disruption, then it should 

be allowed.” – Tiffany Marte, senior 

  

By FATOUMATA CEESAY 

Staff Writer 

 

They came out as if they were 

arriving on the red carpet for the  

Grammy awards. Who would have 

thought that so many Eximius students 

could walk so confidently down a  

 

runway! 

Dozens of students came to-

gether this Spring to show their dedica-

tion and passion for fashion at the 2015 

Morrisania Fashion Show! 

“I thought the fashion show 

went well. It would be nice if we had 

more students to attend and participate 

in the event. Overall it 

was a good experi-

ence,” said Ms. Kani-

ka Smith, the school’s 

Coordinator of Student Activities. 

The event started off with stu-

dents rocking throwback outfits and 

sports apparel n the “School Daze.” 

As the show went on, there 

were performances and wild cheers. 

 The main cultures represented 

were Dominican and African. Students 

came out in African print attire and in 

outfits with their countries’ patriotic 

colors, reflect-

ing an overall 

feeling of 

pride and re-

spect for  

culture. 

Sophomore 

Florence 

Agyapong 

who partici-

pated in the 

show, said she 

loved it. “I like 

how I had to 

change clothes 

and walk 

down the run-

way,” she 

said.  

 For 

the “Seasons 

of love” set, 

models 

showed that 

no matter the 

weather, there 

is always time to look good.  

There was also an all-white 

affair as well as a “black out” with 

fashionable outfits that were solely 

black.  

Special performances by dance 

groups Mystique, Jastique, Manstique, 

and Dajuan De Gout & Dancers gave 

nice breaks from the walks to add to 

the evening’s excitement.  

Overall, the cheering and 

shouting was proof enough that this 

year’s fashion show was another       

success.  

Photo courtesy of MR. MARK LEFF 

Introducing Mr. and Mrs. Mark Leff! Mr. Leff, the 

10th grade English teacher at Eximius, married his 

wife Erica on Saturday, April 11th this Spring! The 

newlyweds will be staying in a cabin in Vermont 

in July to enjoy a belated honeymoon and the out-

doors. Congratulations! 

PHOTOS BY JENESE JOHNSON: 

 

(Far Left)  

Fashion 

shows hosts, 

senior Tekoa 

Moore and 

Ashley Gon-

zalez enter-

tain the 

crowd lead-

ing into 2015 

Spring Fash-

ion Show.  

 

(Left) Jayda 

Evans walks 

it out in a 

short white 

dress during 

the all-white 

collection 

runway ex-

hibit.  

  Walk it out! 

Knightly Couples         What a catch!  

Fashion show an  

all-around success 

Photo by  

RACHEL RENICK 

At two years and 

counting, juniors 

Gerald Nelson 

and Jasmin Bun-

yan, both 17, say 

communication is 

the key to their 

relationship’s  

success.  
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By RENE LOPEZ  

TV & Film Critic 

 

Review 

of Paul 

Blart 

and 

“Mall 

Cop 2”  

 

This is the kind of film we need 

more of in America. No profanity, no 

sex scenes, no murder, no blood — just 

good clean family friendly fun.  

I am a big fan of Kevin James 

and his comedies, and I was 

not disappointed with this 

film. I loved every minute of it. The ac-

tual film concerns Paul Blart and his 

daughter’s vacation to Las Vegas. Of 

course crime and hilarity ensue. 

 You will especially love the 

scene with the large bird. I found my-

self laughing out loud at this scene. Do 

yourself a favor and catch this film. It 

also co-stars Gary Valentine, who is 

Kevin James’ brother. I like that Kevin 

James is supportive of his family. And 

Gary Valentine is always a good addi-

tion to any production. 
 

Rating: 10/10 

The Celebrity Spot  

Who’s Hot and  

Who’s Not! 

  Style 
      learn as if you were to live forever.” 

                         —  Mahatma Gandhi  
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Are you in-

terested in poetry, 

theater, hip pop, jazz 

and watching per-

formances? If so, 

come down to the 

Nuyorican Poets Cafe, the finest poetry spot in 

New York City! It’s truly filled with gifted peo-

ple showing off their talent. 

 Now, I know we’re just teens and our 

parents still provide for us, but the café has a 

reasonable admission price of $7 minimum to 

$20 maximum. Even better to know is that your 

schedule shouldn’t be a problem because this 

beautiful place is open all week, every week.  

According to the café’s website, nuyori-

can.org, this club has quite the story. 

 “The first poetry slam ever in New 

York City was held at the Nuyorican Poets Cafe 

in 1989, and 20 years later, we've become part 

of the cultural history of this city, still going 

strong,” it claims. 

A true artist to check out is Joel Fran-

cois, 24, who has performed at the Nuyorican 

Café, Brooklyn College, and in national compe-

titions. Born in Haiti and raised in Brooklyn, he 

is a creative writer and a slam poet winner.  

Francois hopes that his writing gets 

those who will listen closer to his truth as well 

as their own. This café allows young people to 

find themselves and bless others with their spo-

ken word.  

Want to know what the experience feels 

like? Just head to 236 East 3rd Street in Man-

hattan. It will truly be something to remember. 

By KAMOYA BOOTHE,  

Creative Columnist 

Kamoya’s Corner 
Local poetry 
cafe offers     
spotlight for 
spoken word 

In my Eyes 

When I was young I asked, "Am I really alive?" 

Like, am I really this color, this height and this size? 

I always wondered how I look in someone's eyes 

Although it's not possible to know – I at least had to 

try 

I'd stare in my father's eyes, tell him open them wide 

But all I saw was reflection when I looked inside 

And now that I'm older I've realized 

It matters not how people see you but how you see  

...YOU. 

YOUR vision is YOUR point of view 

And belongs to no one else. 
 

                              —Kamoya Boothe 

Which couple is the hottest? 

Is that even a question? 

Nicki Minaj and Meek Mill 

without a shadow of a doubt 

look great together.                         

The recently broken up            

Ariana and Big Sean?                                        

Looks can be deceiving. 

Knightly Couples         What a catch!  

(Top) Sophomores Florence Agyapong 

and Valentina Alicea add color and fla-

vor in the Culture Exhibit. (Bottom) Danc-

ers Dayjah Mcfadden, Jeninne Ware and 

Jalize Perez Mejia perform a contempo-

rary number in their dazzling costumes. 

The crowd cheered loudly during the  

intermittent performances.  

Joseph Costello, the 11th 

grade U.S History teacher at the 

school and the advisor of student 

government, explained that the 

newly established “100% club is a 

motivation for students to get 

good grades.” Even more im-

portantly, he explained that the 

100% club acknowledges the hard 

work and effort that dedicated 

students put into their work.  

The process itself is sim-

ple enough: “Every student who 

gets 100% on a quiz, test, or pro-

ject gets a 100% certificate. At the 

end of the month, there’s a raffle 

for those students. The winning 

students get a prize,”                            

said Costello. 

Anthony Villega, a 10th 

grader at Eximius, points to this 

kind of acknowledgement as evi-

dence that “the [school adminis-

trators and staff] don’t focus 

more on uniforms than on 

grades.” He added that “the stu-

dents shouldn’t get angry with 

the staff members telling them to 

put on their ties because they are 

just doing their job.” 

Donald Kelly, the dean of 

the school feels that at Eximius 

“grades and uniforms are equally 

important.”  

“If students were hired to 

be a police officer and did not 

wear their uniform, then how 

long would they have the job?” 

he asked. “We understand that 

grades are important but we can-

not forget the fact that this is a 

uniform school.” 

GRADES VS. UNIFORMS,  

Continued from Page 2 Movie Buzz: Mall Cop 2  

Photos by 

JENESE 

JOHNSON 
 

(Top left)  

Seniors Em-

manuel So-

sa and Nata-

sha Owusu 

have been 

dating for 

about one 

year. They 

were voted 

Prom Prince 

and Princess 

on May 

20th. 
 

(Bottom left)  

Senior 

George 

Gonzalez 

and  

sophomore  

Brithney 

Wallace are 

all smiles. 

The couple 

has been 

together for 

about one 

year.  
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“The police 

handled it poorly be-

cause they were too 

violent,” said Eximius 

sophomore Lasana 

Drame. Drame feels 

that the arrest and 

what followed was 

unnecessary.  

Eximius school 

aide James Soto agrees. 

“The cops that killed 

that man – if they 

did— should be held 

accountable,” he said. 

Attorney Wil-

liam Murphy, Jr., who 

is representing Gray’s 

family, would agree 

with this perspective 

and has been openly 

unhappy with the han-

dling of the situation.  

“We believe 

the police are keeping 

the circumstances of 

Freddie’s death secret 

until they develop a 

version of events that 

will absolve them of all 

responsibility,” he said 

in a CNN interview.  

Gray’s death 

has been compared to 

the notorious case in-

volving Michael 

Brown in Ferguson 

Missouri.  

While the cas-

es share some resem-

blance, Brown was 

accused of a store rob-

bery and Gray seemed 

to have been arrested 

without cause. Howev-

er, in both cases, the 

killing of an unarmed 

black man inspired 

people to take to the 

streets to protest for 

justice. For many, 

there’s no more peace.  

“No justice, 

No peace! No racist 

police!”– the chants 

resounded throughout Baltimore, and on the night of 

Gray’s funeral, violence, looting and fires took over the 

historic town.  

So the question arises: Could a similar situa-

tion occur here in New York City?  

“Why wouldn’t it?” asked Kitchen, explaining 

that because all across the nation there are and will 

continue to be young African Americans who are poor 

and poorly educated, this kind of thing is possible  

anywhere. Kitchen explains that many young people 

of all races don’t understand their rights and do not 

handle certain situations in a mature, educated man-

ner, sometimes leading to ugly consequences.  

Eximius sophomore Robert Loaiza, Jr., 15, 

shares a similar feeling.  

“New Yorkers are pretty crazy, so I think they 

would [riot here if things heated up to that level],” he 

said. 

Soto believes that although the possibility ex-

ists for riots, New York is more prepared than any oth-

er state for emergencies, terrorist attacks, etc.  

“I don’t think that that stuff would ever hap-

pen,” he said. “It might, but we’ll be ready.”  

Whether it would ever happen or not, it’s clear 

a national struggle over race and policing is on. 

RACIAL JUSTICE 

Continued from Page 1 

DALY Continued from Page 2 
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 Eximius Impersonations: 
Cartoons by Daisha Miller and Tianna Christie 

DALY Continued from Page 2  

 

has been the principal at Eximius for 

four years. The Concordia alumni and native 

of Ireland said he has already achieved sev-

eral of his life goals, one of which was earn-

ing his doctorate. 

“For me every day is a challenge, I 

take every day step by step,” said the hus-

band and father of two (Johnny, 5, and Ca-

sey, 4). Daly explained that he has gone 

through many adversities and worked hard 

to get where he is today.  

And the hard work started early. 

Daly arrived in the U.S. on a Monday after-

noon and says he started working at Geor-

gio’s Pizzeria in the Bronx on Thursday 

night. 

Daly said his parents came to the 

U.S with nothing, and school was his only 

opportunity to make a change. His mother 

always worked hard, and his father was a 

super at an apartment building in Wood-

lawn. Daly’s parents influenced him most by 

setting an example of hard work. 

Though Irish to the core, the Eximi-

us Principal doesn’t think it’s the “Luck of 

the Irish” that’s taken him far in life, noting 

that the Irish worked for their luck. “Luck is 

forged through hard work and determina-

tion,” he said, adding, “You have to create 

your own luck.”  

To Daly, happiness comes with do-

ing what makes you happy. He believes 

many people spend their whole life trying to 

figure this out not knowing that they aren’t 

doing what makes them happy. One of 

Daly’s favorite hobbies that makes him hap-

py is skiing, which is how he met his wife. 

Daly said he grew up in a tough 

neighborhood, playing soccer and trying to 

get school work out of the way. “Soccer was 

my life,” he said, adding that he retired from 

competitive play this year. He believes it 

was soccer that led him to the life he is living 

today.  

Daly came from a school with seven 

kids in each class in Ireland to the Bronx 

where his classes had right around 30 stu-

dents in a class. 

Being the only freshman on the high 

school varsity soccer team in the states, Daly 

said he drew a lot of attention. 

“I felt like a sideshow and 

clown.” he said, “Girls kept 

coming up to me [saying], “Let 

me hear your accent.” 

Though he received 

soccer scholarship opportunities 

from many schools (including 

Duke University) Daly decided 

to attend Concordia University 

in Bronxville, NY. He was the 

first to go to college in his family and went 

for free. As a result, he said he loves to help 

students get the opportunities he got as a 

teenager. And every single day, Daly is try-

ing his hardest to make the Core Values of 

Eximius come alive.  

In 2014, the young administrator 

was able to get two students into NYU on 

100% scholarships, something he’s most 

proud of as a principal. This year, nine Ex-

imius students will be heading off to NYU 

on full scholarships.  

“My dream would be, if someone 

[who] graduated from Eximius was to come 

back and we could hire them as one of our 

teachers.”  

Daly said he considers all his stu-

dents his children: “When your parents 

aren’t here, I’m your parent –  you guys are 

my children.” Prior to running a high school, 

Daly worked as a science teacher at Colum-

bus High School in the Bronx.  

He was a teacher during the 9/11 

attack on the World Trade Center. “I was 

teaching while 9/11 happened, so I could 

actually see smoke coming from a building,” 

Daly said, explaining that he could see the 

twin towers from his classroom window. He 

remembers that sad day for all New Yorkers 

– Parents rushed to get their children, and 

people were calling him to see 

if he was alright, he said. 

Looking back, one of the most 

influential teachers in Daly’s 

life was his college professor 

Mr. Sluberski. Daly recalls 

Sluberski telling him, 

“’Sometimes the most im-

portant lessons in life are not 

learned in the classroom; if you 

have to miss my class to go to 

an event, it won’t be a problem — you just 

have to come back and tell me what you 

learned.’” This was life changing for Daly. 

“Everything is not learned inside of the 

classroom,” he explained. 

If the Concordia graduate could do 

it again, he said he would be a lawyer. “It 

doesn’t matter where your end goal is, you 

just have to be prepared,” he said. These 

days, Daly’s goals are less weighty and in-

clude, for example, going on a diet to lose a 

few extra pounds. “I’m getting fatter,” he 

joked. 

When Daly was asked what he 

thinks people will remember him for, he an-

swered, “Hopefully what I did was best for 

the kids and best for the school, but people 

are going to remember me the way they 

want.” 

Dailyn Heredia, an 

Eximius senior, says 

that she uses social media “every day” while Oral Broderick, an 

Eximius freshman, surprisingly doesn’t use social media, but says 

that he just watches the news to stay updated. 

Just last year in October 14, three teen girls from Colorado 

played hooky and flew to Germany with plans to fly on to Turkey 

and join ISIS, according to CNN News. Is this just the beginning? Is 

social media to blame for this new appeal of terror? Mr. Roters, the 

Living Environment teacher at Eximius, said that social media and 

smart phones have become so popular that 

people can sometimes become altogether 

consumed by them. “These small, honestly 

unimportant things can detract from the 

bigger picture in life,” he said. Here at Ex-

imius, social media is used by almost all students, sometimes even 

as a way to start trouble. Think about it: Can the same social media 

that can influence people to fight or put others down also influence 

worse things? Are you in control of how you think, or does social 

media dictate that? 

As ISIS continues to change the face of terror in this age of 

technology, new questions will rise and new challenges plague us. 

 Maybe social media has a larger impact than we think. 

ISIS, Continued 

from Page 1 Continued Stories 
“All my life I thought air was free until I bought   

a bag of chips.” -Unknown 

“Drums rock.”  

Mr. Ryan Cavan 

 

“She’s different, unique and giving.”  

Ms. Lauren Schulman 
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“When your 

parents aren’t 

here, I’m your 

parent –  you 

guys are my 

children.” 

Dr. Jonathan Daly 
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By KAMOYA BOOTHE 

Creative Columnist 

Relationships have become 

a huge controversy in this genera-

tion of young people today.  

There are many limits, 

standards, opinions and statistics 

about them. Where do I start? How 

about being bias?  

Why is it 

that females are 

labeled as the 

“H” word when 

talking or 

“mingling,” yet 

boys are  only 

labeled as players 

and are often 

even praised? 

According to the Constitu-

tion, we all have different opinions 

that we are free to speak; however, 

life would be so much easier if eve-

ryone worried about themselves. 

I’m not talking about being selfish 

now – just stop putting (as us 

young people would say) “your 

two cents” in everything.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

If a couple is having prob-

lems, it’s in your best interest as an 

outsider to leave the two alone to 

work it out themselves. Sure, it’s 

okay if you want to be helpful, but 

only if you are asked about your 

perspective. Relationships would 

last longer if 

everybody 

followed this 

rule.  

Moreover, 

when being 

in a relation-

ship, com-

munication 

is the key to 

keeping it healthy. A problem will 

not be easy to overcome if your 

partner doesn’t know how you feel.  

 Communicating is particu-

larly hard for boys. They feel if 

they talk about their feelings it de-

creases their manhood. However, 

in my eyes, when a boy speaks 

about his feelings it makes him 

more of a man; it shows his maturi-

ty level and his effort in trying to 

work things out. 

According to Georgetown 

University linguistics professor 

Deborah Tannen, “Men converse 

with a focus on achieving social 

status and avoiding failure, while 

women focus on achieving 

personal connection and 

avoiding social isolation.” 

In other words, men care 

about their reputation and 

pride, and women care 

about gaining deeper inti-

macy. Fellas don’t you 

think it’s time to turn the 

leaf and try something 

new? Speak to your lady! 

Tell her how you feel and I 

guarantee it will make a 

difference.  

 Lastly, jealousy. 

Hmm... where do I begin? 

We all get jealous. Howev-

er, from what I’ve seen, 

today’s generation takes 

this a little too far. There 

needs to be levels to this envi-

ous, uncontrollable emotion.  Are 

certain things really worth being 

jealous about?  

For example, if you see 

your partner conversing with 

someone of the opposite sex, it’s 

best you ask about the topic of the 

conversation before making as-

sumptions. Assumptions leads to 

misunderstandings, and misunder-

standings lead to arguments. 

DON’T MAKE ASSUMPTIONS!  

Although you may think if 

your partner is jealous he or she 

cares, jealousy can affect the rela-

tionship negatively. Relationship 

authors Susie and Otto Collins say 

“jealousy in relationships can cause 

finger-pointing, damage personal 

trust, and bring forth insecurities.” 

Is one misunderstanding really 

worth losing your bond with your 

partner? If something is bothering 

you, speak about it.  

If all these strategies were 

used, I truly think relationships 

would improve in today’s genera-

tion.  

    7 

 Keeping it 

‘Cuffed’ 

     Opinion 
“Love is the only force capable of  

transforming an enemy into a friend.”   
—Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Dear Tempted  

Boyfriend, 
It’s clear you have problematic feelings. 

Through my proper judgment, I believe you 

should not be in a relationship with someone who 

thinks she has your best interest at heart unless 

you are certain you love her. 

Love is an emotion-

al feeling (sometimes of tor-

ment) that fills one’s heart. 

Your ex is very likely seeing 

that she once had an amaz-

ing thing with you and is 

tormented that she severely 

screwed it up. Ultimately, you have a huge deci-

sion to make, but you need to look at the whole 

picture, rather than rely on emotions from the 

past that are bubbling back up. 

Ask yourself: Do you and your ex trust 

each other? Can you be secure in this relationship 

you now have as just friends? She is your ex for a 

reason. If you go back to her, she may cheat on 

you with another ex from her past, and you will 

have neither girl in your life. You will regret it! 

Also, you have to have some morals to 

resist temptations of cheating. I know it's hard to 

resist someone offering themselves to you – and, 

after all, guys honestly don't always think with 

their brains, if you know what I mean— but hon-

estly, do you want to sneak around behind your 

girlfriend's back? Do you want to hurt her? Do 

you want to lose her? How would you feel if you 

were cheated on? Would guilt change you?  

These kinds of actions actually do spill 

over into personal and professional lives. If you 

cheat in relationships, you'll likely cheat at your 

job or at school. You won’t be trustworthy as a 

person. The bottom line is, you've got to man up 

and tell your ex you love your girlfriend or simp-

ly don’t be in a relationship at all. 

 

Sincerely, 

Official Advice Column for the Knightly News  

‘Which character is most like you?’ 

Dear Saviour,   
I’m in love with my ex, but 
I have a girlfriend. What 
should I do?  

     - Tempted Boyfriend 

By Daisha Miller  

“I’m a lot like Shrek because I’m a big, 

tough guy, but I’m not fat —  I’m husky.”  

Mr. James Soto 

… “and that’s S-O-T-O. Don’t get it twisted.” 

 

 

 

“I like his giving spirit.”  

Mr. Christopher Boyd 
 

 

 

“She’s one of 

the only  

Disney  

characters 

who doesn’t 

need a 

Prince 

Charming.” 

 Ms. Kristin 

Reetz  
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Dear Saviour, 

Saviour D. Ameyaa 
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Corner of Wisdom  

 

By LAQUITTA MAYSONET  

Eximius students: One 

self-imposed rule that 

each one of you can put 

upon yourself is: 
 

 Treat others in 
the way that you 
would want others 
to treat you.  
Do you like it or 

enjoy receiving little tokens of ap-

preciation from close family or 

friends? Do you feel built up when 

someone says a kind word or com-

mends you? Do you appreciate 

when someone speaks to you posi-

tively and believes in your future 

success?  

 How about choosing one 

person a week to be the recipient 

of a kind gesture from you? What 

would be the benefit of doing so? 

 It has been said that doing 

good for others can contribute to 

good health, inner peace, self-

worth and value.  

 Therefore, it would be 

wise to apply the principle above 

because it could result in not only 

happiness to the receiver but also  

 happiness to you.   

By RACHEL DELCARMEN SOSA 

Staff Writer 
 

Whether you like baseball or 

not, athlete Jaime Leon, Jr., 17, is some-

one you should keep an eye out for.   

The Eximius College Preparato-

ry Academy sen-

ior and college-

bound baseball 

captain has been 

playing baseball 

since the age of 

4. Leon currently 

lives in the 

Bronx with his 

parents, two sis-

ters and a  

brother.  

 “What I love 

the most is 

the rush I get 

when I play the 

game – when the 

sun is beaming 

down, and the focus I have when I stare 

right [into] my opponent’s face” Leon 

said. 

When on the ball field, Leon-

mostly plays catcher, center field and, at 

times, second base and pitcher. To him, 

being part of a team is like having an-

other family.  

 “He’s a good student, good 

athlete,” said Mr. Donald Kelly, the 

school’s dean. “He pushes himself 

to the point were he can get hurt.” 

To Leon, the best part of 

playing ball is winning, but not all 

things have been so easy in his life. 

One challenge the athlete de-

scribed was going through a sur-

gery. A thought that 

went through his mind 

was that he could've died 

and from there on he said 

he started to take life 

more seriously and real-

ize that anything can 

happen.  

“Surgery was intense; I 

never felt pain that actu-

ally stopped me from 

physically doing any-

thing,” he said. “All I 

thought about was 

how long would it take 

to recover, and will I be 

able to play or do any-

thing [afterward]?” 

Leon said he had his family, his 

closest friends and his girlfriend, 

Brendy, for support.  

Overall, the soon-to-be college 

freshman said his main supporter and 

inspiration has been his grandfather. 

“I remember when I was young 

that all we watched and talked about 

was baseball – even till this day,” he 

said. Leon added that “he was the one 

who gave me confidence and told me 

just keep playing; he is the reason why I 

have the love I do for the game.”  

 Though the athlete had plans 

to attend Fordham University, he actu-

ally got accepted to Glo Tech University 

and plans on playing baseball there.  

If it doesn’t go well, then he 

would like to be a sports agent or a me-

chanic. 

“He’s a good student and par-

ticipates in class,” said senior English 

teacher Kanika Smith.  

But school and baseball are not 

all he does. 

Leon said he also sings, dances 

and works out on his free time.  

Fellow senior Ashley Gonzalez 

said, “He isn’t only like a brother but an 

amazing friend, and I’m happy to [have 

spent] these four years with him.  

She added jokingly, “His sing-

ing can improve though, lol.”  

Baseball captain heads for college 
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Inspiration 
“There is no greater agony than bearing  

         an untold story inside you.”   -Maya Angelou 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Maria Rodriguez-       

   Carnegie Mellon Univ., 97.17 

2. Azeezat Siyanbola - 

    Barnard College, 96.33 

3. Dailyn Heredia -  

    New York University, 94.4 

4. Tiffany Marte -  

    New York University, 94.36 

5. Jasmine Appiah -  

    New York University, 91.86 

6. Leslie Tavarez -   

   City College, 91.13 

7. Jenabu Simaha -  

    New York University, 91.08 

8. Rachel Oliseyenum -  

    Hunter College, 90.19 

9. Frank Perez-Riera- 

    Lawrence University, 90.04 

10. Alyssa Sanchez -  

    New York University, 89.62 

11. Racquel Clarke -  

    The New School, 88.63 

12. Tata Soumounou-  

    New York University, 88.27 

13. Jalize Mejia-Perez -  

    SUNY Polytechnic Institute, 88.24 

14. Dayjah McFadden -  

    New York University, 87.54 

    15. Geneil Francis -                                          

Hunter College, 87.49  

Guess the Teacher! 

1 2 3 

4 5 6 

Guess the Teacher Answers: 1) Mr. Costello, 2) Mrs. Brown, 3) Mr. Keriazis, 4) Ms. Saldana, 5) Mrs. Renick, 6) Ms. Reetz 

Answers at bottom of page 

Photo by SAMERA  

MOHAMMAD 
 

Jaime Leon, Jr. catches a 

pitch in the gymnasium 

during practice this base-

ball season. While the 

team finished with a 

lower record than they 

hoped for, the college-

bound team captain says 

he hopes that next year 

everybody is a family 

and like brothers.  “You 

can’t win if you don’t 

work together,” he said.   

Photo by JENESE JOHNSON 
Jaime Leon takes a quick break   

from practice and strikes a pose.  

Hats off to   

the Top of                     

The Class! 


