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  Levi’s Music 
X Technology pro-
gram is about to get 
a b4da$$ upgrade.
 With the Music 
Technology class in ses-
sion after school on 
Thursdays and Fridays, 
Murrow alum and current 
rap star Joey B4da$$ 
has offered his assis-
tance to the program. 
 B4da$$, whose 
real name is Jo-Vaughn 
Scott, a former Murrow 
student turned famous 
rapper, donated $10,000 
worth of equipment 
to the school in 2014. 
 Since the dona-
tion, the equipment was 

not being fully used, and 
the hope is to combine 
the Levi’s Music X Tech-
nology program with the 
equipment Scott pur-
chased for the school.
 On March 30th, 
Scott visited his old 
stomping grounds to 
talk to a select group 
of students to inspire 
them and explain how 
to use the Levi’s Music 
X Technology studio to 
create amazing music.
 “Everyone here 
should follow their 
dreams,” said Scott. 
“And no one should be 
scared to pursue their 
dreams. If this studio 

was here when I was in 
school there would’ve 
been multiple plaques 
on the wall already.”
 Scott held a ques-
tion-and-answer ses-
sion with approximately 
30 students. He gave 
advice to those who are 
interested in music, he 
answered questions 
about his past, and 
even answered ques-
tions about his current 
“rap beef” with Troy Ave, 
a fellow Brooklyn rap-
per who spoke poorly 
of Scott and a friend, 
who passed away.
 Scott did spend 
a lot of time speak-

ing about the pro-
cess of making music.
 “Some songs I 
make just walking down 
the street then it comes 
to my head then I en-
counter a beat later on 
and discover that it 
matches with my melo-
dy,”  he said. “It depends 
on what kind of message 
I’m trying to send forth.”
 He also gave ad-
vice to those interested 
in the music industry.
 “Know how to dif-
ferentiate from who’s 
there really for you and 
who’s there to take ad-
vantage of you, which 
is a problem I’ve always 

encountered,” he said.
 Scott also took 
time to take pictures, 
videos, and signed au-
tographs for all stu-
dents in the studio, 
as well as persistently 
asking nervous stu-
dents if they have any 
questions to ask him.
Scott’s visit certainly 
shows that he cares 
about Murrowites.  
 “There are so 
many possibilities, 
and this is just the 
beginning for many 
of you in this room,” 
he said. “That being 
said, class dismissed.”

Selfie! Parent co-ordinator Ms. Rosie De Innocentiis snaps a quick picture next to Joey B4da$$, who was here for the Music X Technology  program.
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ONE B4DA$$ GIFT

Asa Miller
Reporter

Rap Star Joey B4da$$ Gives Money and Advice to the  Music x Tech Program
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If Bernie Sanders 

was invited to the prom, 

he’d probably be voted 

the most popular person.

While there isn’t 

an official poll on the 

Democrat’s popularity at 

the school, Murrow stu-

dents are no different than 

Sanders’ national support-

ers – young, enthusiastic 

and looking for a change.

 “I think his ideol-

ogy about how the country 

should be run is spot on,” 

said sophomore Elizabeth 

Cloutier. “He believes in 

having the country working 

for everyone and not just a 

few of us. I really like his 

idea about free college. A 

lot of kids can’t afford col-

lege so free college would 

open a very important 

door to a huge amount of 

disadvantaged youth and 

the next generations of 

America could leave the 

world better 

than we left it.”

Sopho -

more Kay John-

son, who isn’t 

old enough to 

vote, said she 

likes Sanders 

because she 

believes he’s 

the best presi-

dent out of all 

the candidates.

 “He’d help Ameri-

ca by cutting taxes on the 

middle class and by raising 

taxes on the 1 percent,” 

she said. “He’s also pro-

choice and pro-LGBTQ.”

However, Cloutier 

does see problems if Sand-

ers is elected because 

he must work with a Re-

publican-dominated Con-

gress if he wants to pass 

some of his legislature.

 “He could be fight-

ing with the (Congress) for 

his first term,” says Clout-

ier. “For example the new 

Supreme Court nominee 

isn’t being voted on by Re-

publicans and they aren’t 

doing their jobs just be-

cause they don’t like him. 

I think that’s going to be 

the issue with Bernie. He’s 

going to be spending 2-3 

years arguing with (Con-

gress) until new positions 

get chosen and that’s     

going to be difficult.”

Victoria Caesar
Reporter

Amanda Salazar

 For sophomore 

Anna Moore, Democratic 

presidential candidate Hil-

lary Clinton inspires her.

        “I think she would 

make a good role model 

for women,” Moore said. 

“She’s been trying to be in 

office for a long time, and I 

think she’s the most quali-

fied candidate. She would 

make the most change 

in the White House.”

 As the primary 

season heats up just like 

the weather, there are 

some Murrow students 

who say they like Hillary 

Clinton. Part of the rea-

son is because she would 

make history for being 

the first female president.

 “I would vote for Hil-

lary Clinton,” sophomore 

Perry Chen said, “because 

it would be amazing to see 

a woman lead the United 

States into a better future.”

 Cagla Bektas 

said she believes Clin-

ton is all about feminism 

and she supports that.

  “She’ll bring more 

attention to the problems 

with inequality,” the senior 

said. “And I think she’s go-

ing to do a lot of great things 

for the women in America.”

 Senior Brenda 

Navarro, however, said 

that maybe Clinton’s role 

as a feminist could ac-

tually be a downside.

 “Being a feminist 

sometimes would actually 

be a problem for most peo-

ple,” Navarro said. “She 

may take it too far on that.”

 But overall, stu-

dents like Teslyne Junior 

said she believes Hillary 

Clinton is the right per-

son to lead the country.

 “She has dedi-

cated her life to the pub-

lic office,” said Junior. 

“She’s knows what it 

takes and is completely 

qualified for presidency.”

Voters for Hillary

Victoria Caesar
Reporter

Reporter

 When it comes 

to controversy, Repub-

lican nominee Don-

ald Trump certainly 

doesn’t shy away from it. 

 For students such 

as Klaudia Vingler, 18, 

that’s why she likes him.

 “I fully support his 

ideas of deporting im-

migrants because I think 

he will take illegal people 

away without hurting the 

people who are legal,” said 

Vingler, who will vote for 

Trump if he is the Republi-

can nominee in November. 

“I also believe that he’s go-

ing to look into people who 

want to come into Ameri-

ca background more. He 

wants to do the best for 

this country. I also don’t 

necessarily agree with the 

‘putting a symbol on Mus-

lim people’ but I think it 

will be a temporary thing 

and will help overall.”

 Sophomore Kyle 

McMahon said Trump 

has his detractors and he 

would be embarrassed if 

Trump became president.

  “Many people re-

fer to him as an American 

success story,” he said, 

“but he was born into 

that money and knew how 

to spend it. His rude be-

havior and offensive and 

dehumanizing policies 

make him nothing less 

than a man with nothing 

to lose. For our nation, 

I believe Donald Trump 

is a risk we shouldn’t 

be willing to take.”

 Senior Sohail Ah-

medshaker said he sup-

ports  Trump  and  would vote 

for him despite his flaws.

 “He really does 

want to protect the coun-

try,” said Ahmenshaker.  

“That’s his main focus.  

He may be rascist, but he 

would be a really strong 

president.  He’s going to 

protect the borders and 

increase education. He’s 

a candidate so in order to 

express himself he needs 

to say crazy things in order 

to be popular.  He’s not a 

stupid man and once he 

becomes president the 

real business will start.” 

 Senior Peter 

Roytman  said he fa-

vors Trump over the 

Democratic candidates.

 “He would make 

the economy great again,” 

he  said.  “Like Trump says, 

‘I have the best words.’”

Students Feel the Bern

Trump support hard to find

May 2016

 Despite some negatives, Murrowites 
support a woman president

The Democrats

The Republican Nominee



School Ready to Take Steps on Bathroom Policy

 Since the 2014-
15 school year, Murrow 
has seen a 48 percent 
drop in school incidents 
from the previous year. 
 According to data 
from VADIR, a New York 
State Education Depart-
ment website that moni-
tors safety incidents in 
NYC public schools, the 
biggest drops were in 
the non-violent catego-
ries of minor altercations 
without weapons as well 
as disruptive incidents. 
 VADIR said there 
was a drop from 181 
school incidents 2013-
14 to 94 last year.
 “The school is 
safer from the previous 
year.” said Dean of Secu-
rity Ms. Susana Giberga. 
“I think we’re doing a bet-
ter job of moving kids to 
programs. We are on top 
of the situation before 
things happen. Things 
are going to happen be-
cause they’re teenagers.”  
 In minor alterca-
tions without weapons, 
VADIR showed that there 
was a 46 percent drop 
from 46 to 25 last year. 
In disruptive incidents 
there was a 71 percent 
drop which from 68 in-
cidents to 20 last year. 
 The report also 
showed that there were 
13 weapons recovered 

during the school year 
2014-15,  which showed 
little changes compared 
to the previous year when 
14 weapons were found. 
The report didn’t say what 
weapons were recovered.
 One of the rea-
sons incidents are down 
is because city guide-
lines classify incidents 
differently and therefore 
reporting them is going 
to be different. NYCDOE 
has put a greater em-
phasis on school climate 
and discipline reforms. 
Rather than suspending 
students for minor infrac-
tions administration is 
focused on reducing un-
necessary suspensions.
 As part of these 
regulations, the DOE has 
put restrictions on B21 
infractions, which is also 
known as insubordination, 
where students talk back 
to their teacher or staff. 
So in essence, reporting 
incidents have changed. 
 “Murrow reports 
every incident,” said Ms. 
Giberga.  “In order to 
prevent incidents there 
are deans paroling the 
halls and there is pre-
meditation which teach-
es kids how to resolve 
their conflicts peacefully.”
 However, not 
everyone is hap-
py with the change.

 “Imagine out in the 
hall I say to a kid ‘Take 
off your hat’ and he said 
‘No.’ How does that make 
me look as the authority?” 
said Mr. James Patsaricas, 
a dean at the school. “Ev-
erybody knows that they 
could get away with it. 
When you take away dis-
cipline for those types of 
infractions, it makes the 
kids feels more in power.”
 Yet some deans 
think differently. 
 “I believe that sus-
pensions are not the an-
swer unless it is called 
for. Then you may have 
to be suspended,” said 
long-time dean Mr. Steven 
Herschman. “If you can 
deal with a student in or-
der to prevent an incident, 
that’s a win for all of us. 
 Regardless, the 
data suggests that the 
school is experiencing a 
time period where there 
are fewer incidents.
 “As a dean doing 
this for 10 years, I’ve seen 
the changes that Murrow 
has gone through. It has 
peaks and lows,” said 
Mr. Patsaricas. “There 
are good years and there 
are bad years.  We are 
definitely in the good 
years.  Every year is dif-
ferent.  Making the school 
a little more structure 
has helped kids overall.”

Less Problems, More Safety  

 In November, an 
online news site reported 
that Edward R, Murrow 
High School had been 
one of the many schools, 
businesses and homes 
that were unknowingly 
being ripped off by an 
oil supply company who 
was giving less oil than 
the school was paying for. 
 The Ditmas Park 
Corner reported that over 
a nine-year period the 
trucking company Enter-
prise Transportation Inc. 
had been using differ-
ent methods to manipu-
late meter readings to 
say they were delivering 
the correct amount of oil 
each customer was pay-
ing for.  The company then 
sold the oil on the black 
market for inflated prices.
      Mr. Allen Barge, 
principal, said he didn’t 
know about the crime un-
til it was reported online. 
He also wasn’t aware that 
the New York City Depart-
ment of Education was 
investigating the crime.
  “I have spoken to 
a few people in the build-
ing but there has been 

little information released 
on the issue,” he said. 
“I spoke to Midwood’s 
principal since they were 
also involved and are 
having a similar issue.”
 Mr. Barge said the 
scam has been going on 
for years, even before he 
was principal. The truck-
ing company had been de-
livering the wrong amount 
of oil, and the school had 
no way of knowing what 
was happening because 
the meter readings were 
reported incorrectly. 
 The Ditmas Park 
Corner reported that 
the people involved 
in the scam were be-
ing charged with sys-
tematically stealing oil.
            “It’s crazy that 
the company was able to 
do that for so long,” said 
sophomore Ariana Reyes, 
who heard about the story 
on Facebook.  “It makes 
sense that Mr. Barge didn’t 
know until the story came 
out.  There was no way 
for anybody in the school 
to know what the com-
pany was doing until they 
were caught in the act.”

Getting the 
“Cold” Facts

Isabela Cordero
Co-Editor in Chief
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Selena Guzman
Reporter

Carlos Lopez
Reporter

Mr. Barge said school is a welcoming place for Transgender Students

 

May 2016

“Our school being a home to 
transgender students, this was 

going to come up eventually,” Mr. 
Barge said. “Our students’ safety 
and how comfortable they are in 

our building matters.”
  -Mr. Allen Barge

Company Rips Off School 

By Giving Less Oil

 Principal Mr. Allen Barge said that he 
will do whatever it takes to make transgender 
students feel welcome after the Department 
of Justice and Department of Education an-
nounced that all transgender students can 
use the bathroom they identify with.  
 “Our school being a home to trans-
gender students, this was going to come up 
eventually,” said Mr. Barge. “Our students’ 
safety and how comfortable they are in our 
building matters.”
 In fact, before the annoucement, Mr. 
Barge said he was in conversations with an 
official from the NYC Dept. of Education to 
place a gender-neutral bathroom on the 2nd 
and 3rd floor. 
  “It was already a citywide conversa-
tion, so I wouldn’t be surprised if other build-
ings follow,” he said. “It’s a work in prog-
ress.”
  Murrow student Craig Doherty, presi-
dent  of Straight and Gay Alliance, said they 
met with Mr. Barge during the winter to dis-
cuss the restrooms and added the possibil-
ity of having a place to use the bathroom is 
great news.

 “Now (pos-
sibly) having these 
restrooms I am ex-
cited,” he said. “I 
couldn’t be happi-
er.”
 Physical  edu-
cation teacher and 
SAGA adviser Ms. 
Karen Susnitzky 
said there is a need 
for gender-neutral 
restrooms. 
 “ E v e r y o n e 
needs to use the 
bathroom and ev-
eryone needs to feel 
safe using the bathroom,” she said.
 Over the past few months, states have 
wrestled with providing gender-neutral bath-
rooms to its students. In some states they 
have completely banned it. In March, North 
Carolina passed a law prohibiting the use of 
gender-neutral bathrooms. 
 But the Obama administration cre-
ated guidelines that require schools to allow 

transgender students to use the restroom 
and the locker rooms that correspond to 
their chosen gender. By invoking the sex dis-
crimination law Title IX, the rules carry fed-
eral enforcement.” 
 “Our CARE mission extends well be-
yond our classroom walls. We will always do 
whatever it takes to create a safe and sup-
portive environment,” said Mr. Barge.



MURROW NEWS NETWORK

 For years, Edward 
R. Murrow High School’s 
seniors have usually 
been recompensed with 
G, H and J opta: a prac-
tice that is very com-
mon during the school’s 
second semester. 
 This semes-
ter however, some se-
niors feel that they 
have been cheated of 
their expected OPTAs.
 “I know a lot of 
my seniors got at least 
J band OPTA but H band 
was a different story. 
There are some students 
who have either English 
or government classes,” 
said guidance coun-
selor Ms. Schneider.
           Despite that fact, 
she says that the time 
at which certain class-
es were being offered 
made other OPTAs such 
as G and H pretty scarce.
  “I was really up-
set that I couldn’t start 
work earlier because of 
my school schedule. I 
think it’s because some 

of the senior classes 
were programmed late in 
the day, which is wrong 
because I was hoping 
they would respect my 
seniority, especially my 
last semester of high 
school.” said 17 year old 
senior Victoria Chuzina.
 Even though guid-
ance counselor Richard 
Rolof has said that the 
most requested OPTAs 
by seniors this semes-
ter were F through J (F, 
G, H, and J), he adds 
on that if the seniors in 
question were missing a 
class, the request they 
made was eliminated. 
 “Murrow has en-
couraged this [end of 
day OPTAs] in the past, 
but this does not hap-
pen in other schools” 
said Rolof. “In other 
schools seniors have to 
attend classes all day.”
 At an SCS chosen 
at random, at least 11 
seniors out of 32 were 
able to receive G, H and 
J optas. While Mr. Rolof 

admits that there were 
issues in programming 
this semester, he goes 
on to say that classes are 
packed and that seniors 
have to stick with their 
assigned schedules.  
 “I have some 
unhappy seniors cur-
rently in Social Studies 
or English classes H 
band, but bands cannot 
be shifted,“ said Rolof.
 Ms. Schneider, 
guidance counselor, 
acknowledges the is-
sue with this semes-
ter’s schedules, but 
she emphasizes that 
some seniors request-
ed H and J OPTAs a 
few weeks into the sec-
ond marking period.
        “In the middle 
of the second semes-
ter it was pretty much 
close to impossible to 
changing their classes,” 
said Ms. Schneider.  “I 
looked at every one of 
my seniors who did ask 
and government seats 
were only available 

earlier in day and Eng-
lish classes were only 
in the end of the day.”
 “Many students 
were upset and dis-
appointed, yet others 
were satisfied with their 
schedules,” she said. 
 Murrow Senior Jewel 
Lindsay 17 spoke on the 
subject, but unlike oth-
ers in her grade she re-
ceived F, G, H and J OPTA.
  “I’m very happy 
with my end of day OP-
TAs, but since I have se-
nior seminar I help out 
a teacher F band” said 
Lindsay. “I still get out 
pretty early”.  
On the subject of wheth-
er or not seniors are en-
titled to end of the day 
optas Lindsay says that 
it is an earned right. 
 “If you are a senior 
who did what you had to 
do during the past 3 ½ 
years then it’s a given,” 
said Lindsay.  “You can 
get out early and beat 
the rush on the trains 
and buses; we honestly 

have enough to stress 
about such as college, 
dues and etc. Some stu-
dents even have jobs 
and having G, H, J OPTA 
gives them time to head 
home or even their jobs.
 “Many stu-
dents were upset and 
disappointed,” said 
Ms.Schneider.   “Unfor-
tunately we can only 
work with what’s in the 
computer. As much as 
I would love to give all 
of my seniors what they 
want it’s not something 
that’s possible. Some 
may not have asked for 
h opta only asked for J- 
opta and had an H-band 
class and didn’t like it. If 
it’s something you didn’t 
request ahead of time 
then it’s not necessarily 
going to go into the sys-
tem as you want.  Even 
if a student requests it 
ahead of time then it’s 
still not a guarantee.” 

Seniors Left Without their “Promised” OPTAS

Elise Shipkevich and Paule Louis

Reporters

 After sev-
eral months of being 
closed for renovations, 
the library officially 
opened in late February. 
 But the school ad-
ministration said renova-
tions are still incomplete. 
While the structural ren-
ovations are finished, 
technological and or-
ganizational advance-
ments are still ongoing. 
 Principal Mr. Allen 
Barge said the library is not 
expected to close for this 
phase of the renovations.
 “It’s still a work in 
progress,” said Mr. Barge. 
“Obviously we’re going to 
spend the summer re-
ally mapping out how we 
can make this library a 
digital resource center.” 
 Librarian Ms. Pau-
lette McLean said that 
even though the struc-
tural renovations are 
finished the new soft-
ware program specifi-

cally used for libraries 
still needs to be installed. 
 According to Ms. 
McLean  one of the 
things they need to do is to 
install a color coding sys-
tem for finding and check-
ing out books in the library.
 “I made the sug-
gestion that we use three 
colors and denote certain 
sections of the library,” 
said Ms. McLean, “Mak-
ing it easier to find the re-
sources by color coding.” 
 One completed 
renovation is the new 
classroom in the library. 
“The old quiet room is 
now a dedicated class-
room,” said Ms. McLean.  
 “In past years 
when we conducted li-
brary classes, orienta-
tion, or research classes 
they were done in the 
computer network room.”  
 The creation of the 
library classroom has not 
only made library train-
ing easier for the library 
staff but has also made 

things more efficient. 
 “When we used 
the  computer room for 
orientation in the past we 
had to close off that room 
to the rest of the popula-
tion,” said Ms. McLean.  
“Now we have a dedicat-
ed classroom in which we 
can conduct library class-
es and still have the com-
puter open for the rest of 
the student population.” 
 Even though 
the room has already 
been designated for li-
brary training there are 
still incoming updates. 
 “We’re waiting for 
a smart board to be put in 
and we should have some 
laptops available for use 
in the room as well,” said 
Ms. McLean.  “ T h a t 
should make things run 

more smoothly in terms 
of research classes.” 
 Mr. Barge said 
the purpose for these 
renovations is to make 
the library a modern 
learning environment. 
 “Now, because 
we are in the twenty-first 

century,” said Mr. Barge. 
“We’re going to incorpo-
rate more e-books. My 
vision is to make the li-
brary a warm and pleas-
ant learning environ-
ment where students 
can go and love to read.” 

Library 

Renovations 

Continue
Hannah McKee

Reporter

4 May 2016

Most recent renovations of the school library with more to come.

“I was hoping they would respect my seniority ...” said Victoria Chuzina
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Students participate in a Mock Assembly  
Murrowites take on PR/HYLI

 History teacher Ste-

ven Romero has been en-

couraging Murrow students 

to join PR/HYLI in order to 

expand and broaden their 

political ideas and life skills.    

  PR/HYLI, which 

stands for the Puerto Ri-

can/Hispanic Youth Lead-

ership, is on average a 

month-long program that 

teaches students how to 

revise and debate bills that 

would be passed in New 

York State. The program 

takes place every Saturday 

for one month in Harlem.  

  The month-long 

agenda ends with a free 

three-day trip to Albany 

where students debate for 

or against bills in the an-

nual Angelo Del Toro Mock 

Assembly. Many Murrowi-

tes said they have found 

that PR/HYLI has helped 

them grow as people as 

well as possible politicians.      

 “Mr. Romero told 

me about this wonderful 

opportunity,” said Ashley 

Luna, who has been with 

the program for two years. 

“I’ve definitely learned 
more people skills as well 

gaining pride in my roots 

because the program has 

a focus on being Latina 

as well as giving me a 

voice in my community.” 

 

PR/HYLI also offers stu-

dents the opportunity to 

earn Angelo Del Toro schol-

arships ranging all the way 

from $500 to $7,000. 

Mr. Romero, who encour- 

 “It’s more than just 

analyzing bills that are 

going to become laws in 

New York State,” said Mr. 

Romero. “It is about em-

powering Latino students 

to have a voice not only 

in schools but in our local 

communities. [PR/HYLI] 

helps students learn more 

about Latino identity, cul-

ture, as well as how Lati-

nos can become more vo-

cal in politics of America.” 

             He said the pro-

gram heavily influences 
students to be advocates 

in all aspects of life. 

Whether it be in school, 

at home, or in their com-

munity, PR/HYLI teaches 

public speaking skills, 

communication, organiza-

tion, and everything else 

that would help one grow. 

             

Haleema Hafeez 

Features Editor

 Some Murrow se-

niors participated in a 

chance to win college 

scholarships that range 

anywhere from $2,500 to 

$10,000 from the Penguin 

Random House Creative 

Awards Writing Contest. 

 According to Com-

munication Arts teacher 

Ms. Laura Polin, who 

spearheaded the program, 

about 120 seniors ap-

plied to the essay portion 

of the contest in February.

 “A lot of money is 

given to students enter-

ing the contest but not 

a lot of kids are entering 

the contest,” said Ms. Po-

lin. “The contest is more 

beneficial to students and 
helps students pay for 

college as well as makes 

our school look better.”

 Ms. Polin said the 

students had to write a 

personal essay and were 

not given a required topic. 

Students could have writ-

ten poetry, a personal 

memoir or even a play. 

Ms. Polin said she wanted 

the students to take risks.

 The Penguin Ran-

dom House Creative 

Awards Contest that Ed-

ward R. Murrow High 

School annually partici-

pates in focuses on se-

nior students expressing 

themselves through writ-

ing. In the Creative Awards 

contest, seniors who 

apply and write essays 

for the Creative Awards 

Contest have a chance 

to win scholarships that 

can assist in helping 

them pay for college.

 The first-place 
winner gets a $10,000 

scholarship. The sec-

ond-place gets $5,000 

and the third place gets 

a $2,500 scholarship.

Ms. Polin said there 

have been students in 

Murrow that have won 

the contest in the past.

 “There a lot more 

winners, not just in 

memoir, but in other ar-

eas too,” said Ms. Polin.  

 Senior Tatiana Ro-

driguez said her essay was 

written towards the end 

of first semester, around 
the end of December and 

the beginning of January. 

 “My creative-

awards contest essay was 

about a sport I tried over 

the summer, which was 

kickboxing,” she said.

Rodriguez said as part 

of class work, her Eng-

lish teacher had all the 

students participate in it 

because of the possibil-

ity of winning a scholar-

ship to pay for college. 

 “It took about a 

week to finish the final 
product, between working 

on it in class and finishing it 
at home,” said Rodriguez.

 Senior Charles 

Jensen said his essay 

took him an entire week to 

write. Jensen said as part 

of his class work, Ms. Polin 

had all the students par-

ticipate in the contest be-

cause she encouraged it.

 “My creative awards 

contest essay was about 

being bullied,” he said.

Leo Kong 

Reporter 

You Gotta Be In It to Win It

Students from all over New York State assemble as chairmen in Albany.

MURROW SCHOOL NEWS NETWORK5

Ms. Laura Polin teaching a Senior English class
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P
h
o
to

: 
L

e
o
  
K

o
n
g

P
h
o
to

: 
H

a
le

e
m

a
 H

a
f
e
e
z

rages and recommends 

students to join the pro-

gram, said he considers 

PR/HYLI to be an amazing 

experience that teenagers 

should look into and con-

sider for future references. 

“I wish that every student 

that attends Murrow would 

express interest in this pro-

gram regardless if  you are a 

Latino, Latina, or not,” said 

Romero. “I think this pro-

gram helps all students be-

come more civic minded.”



 Students like Daniel 
Raslin would like to one day 
drive, but economics play 
a  big part in driving one.

 “Having a car 
means privacy and free-
dom, but expenses are the 
biggest con. The insurance 
is expensive as well as gas, 
the prices go up every day,” 
said the 16-year-old Ras-
lin. “I would obviously pre-
fer having a car,” he said. 
“But the MTA is very conve-
nient in terms of expenses. 
It makes me want to wait 
until I get a stable job, be-
fore getting my license.” 

It appears that 
most Murrow students 
seem to feel the same way. 
Even though some stu-
dents claim they know how 
to drive, they haven’t gone 
through the process of per-
suing their permit or even 
license because of the time 
and financial commitment.

In fact, with a city 
that has excellent mass 
transportation, it’s easier 
for students like Shenia 
Floyd to move around.

“I learned how to 
drive when I was about 10 in 
Jamaica” said the 18-year-

old senior. “There’s a lot of 
cars and crazy people in 
the city so that’s probably 
why they didn’t teach me 
here. That’s a big reason 
reason I never got around 
to getting my license, also 
because I haven’t had the 
time to get my permit yet.”

It can be expensive 
to have a car in Brooklyn. 
According to bankrate.
com, a website to help with 
financial planning, the es-
timated annual cost of 
having a car in New York is 
$2,273, with $365 for re-
pairs, $1,196 for insurance, 
and $713 for gasoline.

That seems to be 
the trend across the coun-
try. According to the Wash-
ington Post, nationwide, 
only 44 percent of 16 to 
18 year olds get a license 
within a year, and over half 
of teenagers who have their 
permits and say they know 
how to drive are licensed 
by the time they reach 18.

“I think driving is 
a basic thing everyone 
should know how to do, 
it’s like cooking,” said se-
nior, Nolan Frontera. “I 
learned to drive upstate, 

but here it’s not realistic 
to drive or to own a car. 
That’s why I didn’t get my 
license yet. I want to get 
my license soon though, 
but since I am planning to 
go to school in the city, I 
don’t really see the need to 
drive; the MTA is more con-
venient most of the time.”

        Mr. Joseph Elliott, 
an English teacher, has 3 
sons and only one who’s 
legal to drive. Although his 
son is turning 20, he said he 
feels like he still doesn’t re-
ally need to drive in the city 
because it’s dangerous.

        “My oldest son I 
don’t want him to drive 
in the city” said Elliott. 
“It’s very dangerous and 
he doesn’t need to.”

          However, Nagi-

ma Temirklova, who is 
a licensed drvier said 
it was important for 
her to get her license.

           “I was 15 when I 
started driving, then I got 
my license at 16” said 
17-year-old Temirklova. 
“My grandmother is in the 
hospital, which was the 
main reason my mother 
got me the car. We always 
have appointments that 
we need to go to so I drive 
my grandmother there 
and back. My family de-
manded someone to drive 
during my grandmother’s 
rough time, and since I 
am the only one who was 
able to, I used my abilities 

now I try to help my fam-
ily as best as possible.”

Although Temirk-
lova can legally drive 
and believes it’s impor-
tant to drive, opther stu-
dents like Dominique Al-
lyn, 17, feel that a car is 
subordinate in the ordi-
nary life of an urbanite.

“Driving is a neces-
sity depending on where 
you live,” said Allyn. “We’re 
crowded here, so you can 
get anywhere by walking, 
taking the bus, train, or 
even riding a bike.”  

  Mr. Joesph Elliot is 
certainly an accomplished 
teacher. But he is also 
an accomplished author.

 That’s because 
the Communication Arts 
teacher has published his 
fourth book titled “Idea 
for a B-Movie,” which is 
a collection of poems 
he wrote over the years.

 “Each poem is writ-
ten on a particular day or 
moment the inspirations 
come specifically from that 
day or something I saw,” 
Mr. Elliot said. “Poetry is a 
way to explain and say it.”

  Mr. Elliot said the 
book, which can be pur-
chased on Amazon.com and 

various local books stores, 
was inspired by the title of 
one his poems in his book. 

 “One of the po-
ems is the titled “Idea 
for a B-Movie,” and it’s 
about a friend that had a 
melt down outside a post 
office,” said Mr. Elliot.

  He said the en-
tire process of publishing 
the book took a couple of 
years, There was writing, 
revising, selecting, and 
also making corrections 
throughout the book that 
needed to be done. An-
other issue that made the 
process take longer was 
getting someone interest-
ed in publishing the book.

 Free Scholar Press 
is Mr. Elliot’s publisher.

 “Having a 
book published is 
the end process,” 
he said. “I like 
poetry so that’s 
what I write.”

 This is the 
fourth book that 
Mr. Elliot has published 
– three were his own po-
etry, and the other was an 
SAT prep book.  

 At 16, Mr. Elliot 
said he first thought he 
would become a writer 
when he began reading 
Ernest Hemingway and 
officially began to write 
when he was 25 years old.

 Mr. Elliot said his 
favorite writer is William 

Carlos Williams, 

a 20th century New Jer-
sey poet. “You read some-
one’s writing and you real-
ize you can do it,” he said. 
“It’s not that impossible.”

 Mr. Elliot said he 
wants to continue writing 
books. He said he has sev-
eral projects in mind includ-
ing a book on his mother’s 
childhood. He said he is 

working on a nonfiction book 
that is about his day-to-day 
experiences as a teacher.

 Fellow English teach-
er Mr. John Faciano said Mr. 
Elliot’s experience is only a 
benefit to the classroom.

 “He always gets his 
students to write the best 
materials and most provok-
ing prompts,” he said. “He 
makes kids want to write. 
He creates an environment 
where writing matters.” 

License and Registration, Please

Gretta Yagudayeva and Isabella Ramos
Editor-in-Chief and Reporter

Whether it’s inconvenient or 
the high costs of driving, 

students say they are putting 
off their drivers’ license

Students say the high costs of driving and the convenience of 
public transportation, makes getting a drivers’ license too costly. 
But for June Kim the costs are are worth it because he has his own 
car.

Edeli Cuate
Reporter

“Each poem is written on a 
particular day or moment the inspira-
tions come specifically from that day 
or something I saw. Poetry is a way to 
explain and say it.”

-- Mr. Joe Elliot

He’s A Poet And He Surely Knows It
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 Mariam Jahangir 
a Pakistani-American stu-
dent said she enjoys be-
ing with her friends in her 
Trigonometry class. Ja-
hangir said what makes 
this connection so spe-
cial is that her friends are 
so diverse – one is Asian, 
another Hispanic and an-
other African-American.
  “Your race doesn’t 
define you,” said Jahangir. 
“Your ideas do. We hang 
out because we have 
similar interests, and race 
isn’t involved in that.”
 In an age when 
New York City 
schools are 
trying to be-
come more 
diverse, Mur-
row seems to 
be well ahead 
of the curve, 
being as inte-
grated as it is.
        “ T h e 
school reflects 
the neighbor-
hoods and New 
York City,” said 
principal Mr. 
Allen Barge. 
“I do think it 
exposes stu-
dents to a va-
riety of cultures and per-
spectives, and I really do 
think that adds to the posi-
tive climate in this school.”
 This is shown by 
the New York City School 
Quality Snapshot from last 
year, which said that Mur-
row is 27 percent White, 
27 percent Asian, 23 per-
cent Black, and 22 percent 
Hispanic. Seven percent 
of the students are Eng-
lish Language Learners.
 Based on these 
demographics, it’s no 
wonder that Murrow’s 
the sixth most diverse 
public high schools, ac-
cording to Niche.com.                                                                                                                                            
    “Not only are we di-
verse, we are wonderfully 
diverse,” Mr. Barge said. 
“And I do think that it re-
ally does add to the amaz-
ing culture that we have in 
school… that’s what really 
makes Murrow -- Murrow.”
 C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Arts teacher, Mr. Joseph El-
liot said that it’s Murrow’s 
welcoming community and 
wide range of classes is 
what attracts so many dif-
ferent kinds of students.
 “It’s a safe envi-

ronment,” said Mr. Elliot. 
“It has a good reputation, 
and it’s a comprehensive 
high school that offers the 
kids anything they’d like.”
 Jordan See, 14, 
said that it is important 
that there’s a mixture 
of disabled and non-dis-
abled students within the 
school. Seventeen per-
cent of Murrow’s popu-
lation is special needs.
    “I  think that it is impor-
tant,” See said. “They de-
serve equal education treat-
ment as everyone else.”
 Freshman Justin 
Buencamino, who is in a 

wheel chair, 
said that 
all students 
should get 
an equal 
e d u c a t i o n 
and be in-
cluded in 
the school.
 “I feel like 
e v e r y o n e 
here treats 
me like fam-
ily,” said 
Buencami-
no. “Like 
I’m one of 
their own.”
S e n i o r 
S t e p h a -

nie Lahens said that va-
riety in the backgrounds 
of students is very ben-
eficial to learn life skills.
 “It exposes you to 
more people,” said Lahens, 
who is African-American. 
“And you get to interact with 
different races... You get to 
learn different things about 
people you never knew.”
Pertaining to wheth-
er Murrow is diverse 
enough, Mr. Barge said 
he thinks that Murrow 
is perfect the way it is.
 “The fact that there 
are different perspectives 
and cultures, I think pro-
motes the idea of toler-
ance,” Mr. Barge said. “It 
also promotes an atmo-
sphere that is beneficial 
to all students, which in 
turn… puts an emphasis 
on respecting one anoth-
er. And I think that carries 
over into the real world, 
and life beyond Murrow.”
  Every G-Band, sopho-
mores Elizabeth Clout-
ier, Cindy Chang, and 
James O’Connor sit to-
gether in class, regard-
less of their differences 
in background. 
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Amanda Salazar

The Exception Rather Than The Rule
May 2016

Unlike most city schools,
Murrow’s diversity is unique
Reporter

Photos: Amanda Salazar

Even though New York 
City is a melting pot of 
cultures, a recent New 
York Dept. of Education 
study found that its pub-
lic schools are some of 
the most segregated in 
the nation. Not at Mur-
row, where according to 
Niche.com, the school is 
the sixth most diverse 
public high school in the 
city.
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The following is a con-
densed version of The 

Network Editorial Policy. 
The Murrow Network 

is published once every 
semester by the news pro-
duction staff of Edward R. 

Murrow high School.
The paper serves a forum 
for student expression and 
as a voice in the uninhib-
ited, free and open discus-
sion of issues. Opinions 
expressed are those of 

students and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of 

the adviser, administration, 
ERMHS faculty or New 
York City Department of 
the Education employees. 

Editorials represent the 
majority opinion of The 

Network staff. Letter which 
could be libelous, mali-
cious, hurtful or disrup-

tive will not be published. 
Unsigned letters will not be 
published, although some 
names may be withheld 

upon request. All letters are 
subject to editing.

The Network welcomes 
your opinions on any 

subject. Letter to the editor 
and guest columns can be 

brought to room 345 during 
B-Band.

MURROW OPINIONS NETWORK8 May 2016

TEACHER TALK

OPINIONS

 In June I will be 

ending my run at Murrow, 

After 25 years of being 

a  Physics  teacher  I am 

finally beginning to grasp 
the deeper meaning of en-

gaging in such an endeav-

or,  So, I decided to share 

a few   reflections with you  
in the  hope that they might 
make your bumpy road to 
wisdom a little smoother. 

     First, “plus ca change, 
plus ca meme chose’: the 
more things change the 

more they stay the same. 

In Ecclesiastes (an an-

cient Biblical manuscript, 
whose authorship is attrib-

uted to the wisest of mon-

archs: King Solomon) it is 
written “There is nothing 

new under the sun”.  How 

apt.  Teachers are continu-

ally bombarded with some 

newly discovered teaching 

technique that was most 

probably first used by So-

crates. Each generation of 

educators seems to think 

that it has found the elixir 

for highly effective teaching, 

such as “group learning’  or 
“ differentiated instruction”  

only to discover that it has 

been thought of long before 

with similar results.   Like-

wise with students.  They 

often think that they invent-

ed a more effective way of 

studying such as pulling 
“all nighters” before a test 

or using cell phone cam-

eras to record class notes. 

With time and repeated 
experience they come to re-

alize that regular and sus-

tained bouts of “butt in the 

chair”   practices are still 
the most successful study-

ing techniques around.

      By contrast, I’ve come 
to embrace the wisdom 

of Shakespeare’s Hamlet, 
who says to Horatio “There 

are more things in heaven 

and earth than are dreamt 

of in your philosophy”. No 
matter how much I think 

I know, other people and 
especially other students 
continue to teach me with 

new insights and ques-

tions.  Astronomer just dis-

covered gravitational waves 

100 years after Einstein 

predicted them.  There are 
over 2000 planets NOT in 
our solar system that have 

been identified so far.  A stu-

dent recently asked me why 

magnets can’t bend light if 
light is an electromagnetic 

wave.   I have grown to love 

responding to such intrigu-

ing questions with; “I just 

don’t know.  Let’s look it 

up on Google”. (It turns out 
nobody else knows either.)
      Finally, I‘ve come to ap-

proach all things with grati-
tude. School schedules can 

be pretty demanding both 
for teachers and students.  

With all the griping that is 
part of the ordinary give 
and take of life it is impor-
tant to continually stop to 
appreciate all the riches we 
enjoy. Too often, I take good 

health for granted: until I 
see what some students 

here contend with every 

day trying to get to school. 

It’s easy for me to feel vic-

timized when things don’t 
work or life isn’t fair, until I 
observe the grace of others 

who overcome challenges 

much more daunting than 

mine.  It’s so important to 
be mindful of the shared 

educational experience of 
learning and teaching that 

goes on here day in and day 

out. My work here has be-

come   an ongoing medita-

tion on the decency of oth-

ers who join together with a 

shared goal of learning.  It 

has enabled me to cherish 

how much this experience 
has enriched my life. Hope-

fully, this humble Murrow 

spirit will continue   to infuse 
my journeys as I wander 

down roads “less travelled 

by”. It’s been a great ride.

Reflections of a Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Teacher

What It Means To Conquer Gender Norms

Robert Marx

     A vast majority of 

the population identi-
fies gender as the state 

of being male or female 

and gender norms as 

the set of rules that 

those sexes have to 

specifically abide to.
 However, in the 

event that people don’t 
conform to society’s ex-

pected roles, they can be 
subject to backlash from 

the general public which 
can easily result in in-

securities and problems 
affecting their psyche.
      A common belief for 

gender norms is that girls 

have to be soft spoken, 
delicate and caring where-

as boys have to be tough, 

assertive and sportive.
 According to a 

recent study from the 

University of California 

at Davis, it was found 

that gender identifica-

tion in toys have in-

creased since the 20
th

 

Century. There isn’t a 
need for these major toy 

brands to release prod-

ucts that not only feed 

into these stereotypes 
and also enforce them. 

 “When I was 

younger they were just 

called LEGOs” said Mur-
row Health teacher as 

well as Sexuality and Gen-

der Alliance advisor, Ms. 

Karen Susnitzky when 
speaking about LEGOs 
recent introduction to 

their new line targeted 

at girls—LEGO Friends.
 Toys don’t need 
a gender label assigned 

to them and when toy 

companies give into gen-

der labels they prevent 
youngsters from defying 

expectations and place 
restrictions on their expe-

riences. Children aren’t 
born thinking that “girls 

like to play house and 
boys rough house”.  It’s 
something that they are 

conditioned to believe. 

 A current study 

by The Institution of En-

gineering and Technol-

ogy found that young 

people are at risk of be-

ing wrongly influenced 

by their parents, who in 

return are more prone to 
welcome interest in STEM 

(acronym for Science, 

Technology, Engineer-

ing and Math) subjects 
in their sons than they 

are with their daughters. 

 According to the 

analysis, parents of girls 
are more likely to direct 

them towards the Arts, 

Education, Childcare 

and Hair/Beauty where-

as parents push their 
boys to pursue Sciences, 
Sport, IT (Information 
Technology), Engineer-
ing and Public services.

 The notion that a 

woman’s mind and body 
are weaker than a man’s 
has been so commonly 

widespread that the once 
known modified push-

ups are now commonly 
known as girl pushups, 

and only 24% of S.T.E.M 

(careers emerging from 

Sciences, Technology En-

gineering and Mathemat-

ics) workers are females.
 At Murrow, I have 

noticed that students are 

embracing the androgy-

nous lifestyle as well as 

now realizing that they 

need to conform to the 

idea that society usually 

has of them based sim-

ply on their gender. 
 “Gender roles 
can sometimes be lim-

iting but they can also 

be things that people 
experiment with” said 
Ms. Susnitzky. “It’s a 
learning process for ev-

erybody and it’s impera-

tive that we talk to each 

other. Students need to 

speak to us, we’re here to 
help and not stigmatize.”

Benedicte Louis

We shouldn’t conform to societies expected roles



 According to AP of 
the English Department, 
Ms. Gayle Zeitlin, Direc-
tors Workshop will be ex-
panded this year. The stu-
dent-run theater program 
will have two new theatri-
cal workshops that have 
similar elements to that 
of Directors’ Workshop.
 “These are workshops 
where students can show-
case what they are doing in 
theater,” said Ms. Zeitlin.
 The two theatri-
cal workshops are the 
Theater Workshop and 
the Senior Theater Show-
case. The Theater Work-
shop is a program for both 
screened and any theater 
student who wants to 
showcase their plays that 
they may be working on 
in their theater class.  
 This differs from 
the original director’s 
workshop as any student 

will be able to show a 
play without auditioning 
or having to be chosen 
for a part. Senior Show-
case allows students to 
work on a project to show-
case in their senior year.
 According to prin-
cipal Mr. Allen Barge, the 

idea to expand Directors’ 
Workshop came about af-
ter students raised con-
cerns that the program was 
not going to have enough 
time to be completed.
 “There was some 
misunderstanding of what 
is to happen in the spring,” 

said Mr. Barge. “But once 
they found out what was 
in the works, they were 
completely on board.”
 David Sheehan, 
a theater student, said 
that this idea wasn’t 
communicated to the 
students correctly.

“There was a miscom-
munication,” said Shee-
han. “It wasn’t commu-
nicated to the teachers, 
so it wasn’t communi-
cated to us (students).”
          Theater Workshop 
is scheduled on May 24th 
and the Senior Showcase 
will be on June 6th and 7th.
 “Students are 
very excited,” Mr. Barge 
said. “There is a commit-
tee of students involved 
in the theater program.” 
 English teacher 
Mr. Robert Elstein said he 
thought this idea of the 
two new workshops would 
be better than the origi-
nal Directors’ Workshop.
 “These work-
shops show what’s hap-
pening in the theater 
program through the 
presentation of theat-
rical works,” he said.

Expanding on Directors’ Workshop
Nicholas Williams
Opinions Editor

One of the plays from Directors’ Workshop in action.
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All About: The Laramie Project
Madalyn Alfonso
Reporter

The cast of the the Laramie Project on stage.
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 The Laramie Proj-
ect opened eyes when 
it opened on Wednes-
day, April 6th in the 
Joseph Papp Theater.
  Director Roberta 
Raymond and the cast 
and crew aimed to begin 
a debate about tolerance 
with the heart wrench-
ing play; a huge theme 
in the show being hate 
and how to combat it.
  “ C o n f r o n t i n g 
hate is a running theme 
throughout the play,” 
said cast member Emma 
Meyerson. “And our goal 
was to fight that hatred 
and provide a beacon 
of light for the future.”

  The Laramie Proj-
ect is about a hate crime 
committed in Laramie, 
Wyoming against gay 
student Matthew Shep-
pard. The play focuses 
on his brutal murder, 
the town’s reaction and 
how the rest of the world 
changed accordingly.
  “What do you 
hate and why,” said 
director Ms. Roberta 
Raymond when ex-
plaining her vision. “I 
wanted to expose that 
in the audience and 
make them challenge 
their own hatreds.”
  The Laramie Proj-
ect featured a creative 

array of special effects, 
adding to the sensitiv-
ity of the piece. At the 
very end of the show, 
there was a sound 
reel playing that em-
phasized all kinds of 
hate faced in society 
and a flash of strobe 
lights which provided 
insight into the piece.
  “The strobe was 
meant to emphasize 
the idea that the audi-
ence is hopefully now 
enlightened,” said Ms. 
Raymond. “And the 
sound reel belonged to 
sound designer Saman-
tha Luca; it is part of her 
exit project.  It brings to 

light all types of hate 
that exist in our world.”
  Every actor played 
multiple characters in 
the show, and to differ-
entiate between each 
of them the actors had 
numerous costumes to 
layer on top of their all 
black base costumes. 
  “It took a lot of 
creativity” said costume 
designer Briana Deange-
lis. “You have to have a 
vision for each person.”
 During the Thurs-

day and Friday night 
shows, the cast and 
crew held a Q&A ses-
sion where audience 
members could ask 
questions and comment 
on the show they saw. 
  “I think allowing 
the audience to question 
the actors and the crew 
on the controversy of 
the show is great,” said 
cast member Mya Brady.
  



MIDWOOD 

WINS  

INTER-SING!

  Midwood High 
School took the trophy last 
Saturday, March 12th at 
the third annual InterSING! 
Competition held at James 
Madison High School. 
  Murrow, Midwood 
and Madison competed in 
the musical theatre com-
petition and Murrow lost 
its two-year winning streak 
to Midwood High School.  
  “It was such a 
bummer to lose,” said 
Natalya Dumont. “But 
Midwood did really well.” 
  Murrow has 
maintained the trophy 
since the first InterSING! 
Competition in 2014. 
  “This was so much 
fun,” said freshman Michela 
Arila. “Even if we didn’t win, 
it was such a great time.” 
 Midwood High 
School took the win with 
their talent show-themed 
performance. Murrow’s 
SeniorFresh show went on 
to perform their comedy 
about students in an arts 
high school who attempted 
to save their school from 
losing the arts due to an 
evil new principal. Jack-
lynn Judge played the lead 
as Katie, a snobby prep 
school girl with a huge 
amount of talent, and Si-
mon Abramov played her 
humble brother Logan. 
  “I was so excited 
when they announced that 
we won,” said Midwood 
student Susan Mirza-
kandova. “We worked so 
hard and it all paid off.” 
  All proceeds from 
the performance are do-
nated to Relay for Life, a 
fundraising program for the 
American Cancer society, 
and this year over $15,000 
was earned and donated.  
 “This was such an 
awesome opportunity,” 
said Murrow’s stage man-
ager of the production 
Matteo Longobardi. “I’m 
so glad I gained this experi-
ence, especially working in 
a different school besides 
Murrow.”

Madalyn Alfonso 
Reporter

Give My Regards to Broadway!
Miss Saigon Performed at the Winter Garden Theatre on Broadway

Madalyn Alfonso 
Reporter
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 Murrow music 
students received the op-
portunity to go to Temple 
University.
 The Jazz band, 
Symphonic band, Magi-
cal choir, Gospel choir, 
senior chorus, Chamber 
orchestra and the Guitar 
ensemble went to Phila-
delphia for the opportu-
nity to tour Temple Uni-
versity and explore what 
its’ music program has to 
offer.
 “We do these 
visits to universities,” 
said AP Tom Toriello, “so 
that students can get an 
idea of what some of the 
music programs are like 
in these universities.”
 Students left Sun-
day morning, April 10th 
at around 10am, where 
they headed to six flags 
in New Jersey. Then, they 
settled down at a hotel, 
leaving Monday morn-
ing, to make their way to 
Temple University. 

  They spent the 
whole day at the Univer-
sity doing workshops, 
clinics, and performanc-
es, attending concerts, 
and taking tours. Tues-
day morning, April 12th 
they took some tours of 
downtown Philadelphia, 
exploring Historic sites.   
Afterwards they headed 
home, arriving in Brook-
lyn at around 3 o’clock.
   Over two hundred 
students, seven teachers 
and fifteen chaperones 
will go on this three day 
trip. Students paid $270, 
which pays for the hotel, 
transportation, food, and 
their six flags tickets. 
 “I was told that 
we’d be working with 
professionals in our 
range,” said sophomore 
Josh Allonce. “Since I’m 
in Gospel choir, I’d get 
to work with experienced 
and professional Gospel 
singers. I really want to 
get a lot from them, like 

just simple vocal tech-
niques and stuff.”
 Over the past two 
years, Murrow music 
students have been to 
Susquehanna University, 
Shenandoah University 
and now Temple Univer-
sity, where they get a 
chance to perform for the 
professors and work with 
the University students in 
their music range. 
  Students ex-
pressed their excitement 
for this opportunity and 
experience. They hope 
that this trip will give 
them the boost they 
need for their own music 
careers in the future. 
  Toriello has had 
a student in the past 
go back to Susque-
hanna University for an 
audition
 Owens ex-
pressed that Murrow 
has opened doors for 
her and she’s grateful  
for the many opportu-

nities she has had, this 
now being one of them.   
 “Honestly, I’m 
pretty stoked that I’m go-
ing with my friends,” said 
sophmore Kaliah Owens.  
“I’m even more excited 
that I’m actually getting 
this opportunity.  I feel 
that since I joined Gospel 
Choir, I was opened up 
to  so many more oppor-
tunities like the perfor-
mance with Alicia Keys 
and music lab. I’m more 
excited about that than 
anything.”

Screened Music Students visit 
Temple University

Giselle Abraham 
Reporter

 Despite their finale 
performance at Murrow on 
December 12th, Murrow 
students peformed Miss 
Saigon on Broadway March 
7th. 
  After winning a 
contest organized by the 
Shubert Foundation, a foun-
dation dedicated to provid-
ing and improving the arts 
in schools, the students 
involved in the production 
took part in musical and 
theatrical workshops and 
performed a medley of 
songs from their production 
of Miss Saigon, live at the 
Winter Garden Theatre on 

Broadway.
  “I worked on this pro-
duction behind the scenes,” 
said assistant choreogra-
pher and dancer Lorna Fon-
tana. “The fact that I (got) to 
be a part of it, on stage on 
Broadway, is awesome.”
  Director Ms. Roberta 
Raymond entered the show 
into the annual contest, and 
a judicator from the foun-
dation came to judge the 
performance on a Thursday 
night show to decide if the 
students should perform. 
Out of 20 schools, Murrow 
was one of two musicals 
chosen, along with Man-

hattan’s LaGuardia H.S., to 
perform pieces from their 
shows in the festival.
  “The festival was 
a way to showcase our tal-
ents,” said lead actor Perry 
Pollard, who will play Chris 
at the event. “It’s a way for 
all of us to come together as 
thespians.” 
  However, Thursday 
morning, 5 days before the 
performance, director of the 
event Peter Avery contacted 
Ms. Raymond after seeing 
the piece they prepared. He 
wanted to showcase more 
of a story arc, so the cast 
and crew needed to buckle 
down to collectively connect 
a plot thru the medley to see 
the rise and fall of the show, 
all encapsulated within 15 
minutes.
  “It’s a two-hour 
show” said Fontana. “We 
have to tell the entire story 
of Miss Saigon in only 15 
minutes.”
  Also, the Broadway 
stage will prove to be a chal-
lenge for the cast, being 
that they’ve never practiced 
there; it’s wider and goes 
deeper upstage than they 
anticipated, and they will 
be provided a 7 person or-

chestra that they’ve never 
rehearsed with instead of 
having their usual Murrow 
PYT.
  “We’re working with 
a band we’ve never met,” 
said ensemble member 
Ronny Ditchek. “It’s brand 
new and they are profes-
sionals.”
  The only rehearsal 
they will have at the the-
atre is the day of the perfor-
mance, in which they must 
tech the show, sync with the 
new band and fill the stage 
correctly, all within their al-
lotted tech prep time of 40 
minutes.
  “There are only a few 
of us on stage” said Marlon 
Gordon, who will be play-
ing John in the festival. “We 
have to quickly learn how to 
fill the stage correctly.”
  The cast was ex-
tremely excited to showcase 
their talents.
  “This opportunity 
is something most high 
schools don’t get,” said 
Sophomore Ryan O’Connor, 
a member of the ensemble. 
“I think I’ll have a greater ap-
preciation for theatre after 
this.”

The cast of Miss Saigon performing on the
famous broadway stage.
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Murrow Embraces Fashion of the Dark Side
Isabela Cordero
Co-Editor in Chief

Seniors Natalie Rosario and Anastazia Chery.
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 Mr. Joseph El-

liot, English teacher at 

Edward R. Murrow High 

School, was once a Ports-

mough Abbey student: a 

Catholic boarding school 

student in Rhode Island. 

Classes: 
 “My favorite class 

was always math. I was 

good at math and enjoyed 

solving puzzles. Also my 

other favorite class was 

European History. It was 

taught by Mr. Hobbes, a 

colorful and provocative 

teacher who always man-

aged to get us talking 

about important topics.”

Clubs: 
 “I played sports 

in High School and was 

a member of The Raven, 

our literary magazine.”

Advice:
 “I didn’t really 

get much advice in High 

School from teachers, at 

any rate, because I did not 

go to them with my prob-

lem and questions. I didn’t 

think I was supposed to; I 

thought I was supposed to 

know stuff already. That 

was not very smart. If you 

are not willing to ask your 

teachers questions you 

will not get any answers.” 

When did you decide to 
become a teacher? 
 “I decided to be-

come a teacher in my 

mid 40’s after I had been 

coaching youth soccer 

for many years. I enjoyed 

coaching so I thought 

I’d enjoy teaching!” 

Seniors Miranda Mendez and 
Christina Skrastins.

    When I Was In 

Selena Guzmán
Reporter

Mr. Joseph Elliot relaxing on his desk.

 Seniors opened 

up a door to the dark 

side on February 

12th for Gothic Day.  

 The day gave se-

niors a chance to dress 

in all black and with dark 

makeup, like black lip-

stick.  The dress-up day 

allowed seniors to con-

tribute more to the year-

book and to create mem-

ories with their friends 

and fellow classmates.

  Students who par-

ticipated were able to take 

pictures in the yearbook 

office throughout the day.  
A large group of students 

also participated in the se-

nior video during F Band, 

where students posed 

while jumping in the air 

and playing air guitar.

 Senior Patrycia 

Baran dressed for Gothic 

Day in a black shirt with 

ripped black jeans.  She 

said she enjoyed see-

ing how the students 

dressed differently while 

also all wearing black.

 “It’s really fun and 

interesting to see how ev-

eryone else dresses up,” 

said Baran.  “Some people 

go all out and take it very 

seriously.  I’ve seen peo-

ple dressed head to toe 

in black, whether they’re 

in dresses or corsets and 

black jeans.  It’s fun to see 

how creative people get.”

 Senior Natalie 

Rosario wore an off the 

shoulder black top with 

a black-ombre style skirt.  

She said she enjoys dress-

ing up since it allows her 

to contribute more to her 

last year in high school.

 “I’ve been dressing 

up for each day because 

I really want to contribute 

more to the yearbook,” said 

Rosario, “and because for 

Gothic Day, it was some-

thing different for me.  

Plus, it’s my senior year.  

I’ve got to do everything.”

 Senior Christina 

Skrastins wore a rock t-

shirt, a black skirt, and 

knee high lace socks.  

She said she dressed up 

since she dresses gothic 

every day and wanted 

to make more memo-

ries with her best friend.

 “It’s my esthetic,” 

said Skrastins, “but it also 

definitely adds to the ex-

perience of senior year, 

especially with the videos 

that I can watch and re-

member how much fun I 

had at Murrow.  I can also 

remember my best friend 

and how we did air gui-

tar and jumped around.”

 Senior Miranda 

Mendez wore a black top 

with crosses and a long 

black skirt.  She said she 

agreed with Skrastins and 

said she wanted to make 

as many memories with 

her best friend this year.

 “It definitely adds 
to the senior year so far, 

especially for me since I 

haven’t participated in any 

of the shows or anything” 

she said. “I tried to do the 

most this year to add to 

the entire experience.  I’m 
definitely going to dress up 
for the rest of the days.”

 The senior dress-

up days are run by the 

Senior Council.  Dipsy 

Marte, who is on the Se-

nior Council, said the days 

are for creating a fun 

senior year and pic-

tures for the yearbook.  

 “We have meetings 

in the morning on cer-

tain days,” said Marte, 

“and we discuss the 

ideas we have and de-

cide on which ones are 

the best.  The days are 

to make senior year fun 

for one, and two, be-

cause we need pictures 

for the yearbook and 

the video yearbook.”

 Students have al-

ready participated in 

Decade Day, Twin Day, 

Disney vs. Nickelode-

on Day, Sports Jersey, 

Backwards Day, and 

Wacky Tacky Day, ADI-

DAS vs. NIKE Day, Celebrity 

Day, Pajama Day, and Se-

nior T-Shirt Day as part of 

March Madness.  Upcom-

ing senior dress up days 

include College Jersey 

Day and White T-Shirt Day.
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 Who said that 
old-timers can’t play?
 Well at least 
up until overtime.
 The faculty gave the 
seniors all they could handle 
in the annual senior-faculty 
basketball game.   
 But the seniors snatched a 
50-38 win over the faculty, mak-
ing it the fourth-
straight victory 
in this yearly 
c o m p e t i t i o n . 
     Leading the way 
for the seniors 
was 17-year-
old, Bradley Pitt 
with 13 points, 
contributing to 
the offense and 
knocking down 
a clutch three 
with just sec-
onds left to push 
the game to overtime. Taylor 
Odenat scored six points on 
3 of 8 shooting from the field.
 The teachers were led by 
custodian Mr. Steven Rocco 12 
points, which still lost despite his 
efforts on both sides of the floor.
 “We played a great 
game,” said teacher Mr. Rich-
ard Esposito. “Our defense 
was really good, great even.”
 In order to get ready for 
the game, the students practiced 
every Wednesday since Novem-
ber with Coach Robert Pinder 
and committed themselves to 
get the win against the teach-

ers. On the other hand the fac-
ulty practiced Thursday nights 
to prepare for the standoff.
 After a slow start from 
both the seniors and the faculty, 
the pace of the game picked up in 
the second half. With the faculty 
up by three points with one min-
ute left, the seniors left their faith 
in Pitt to hit desperation game-

tying three with 
just 8 seconds 
left in the game.
  
“It was good, 
I heard lots of 
teachers and 
faculty say it 
was the best 
game they 
played while 
participating in 
the senior fac-
ulty games over 
the years,” said 

senior Kyle Gilkes, starting shoot-
ing guard for the seniors. “Mak-
ing history like that is amaz-
ing, and words can't explain 
how happy and ecstatic I feel.”
 In overtime, the seniors 
finished with a dynamic per-
formance on both sides of the 
floor scoring 14 points while sti-
fling the faculty to two points.
 “Well it was crazy,” said 
senior Moses Asomaning. “At 
first I didn't think the game was 
going to be pushed to overtime. 
Overall I applaud the teachers for 
giving us a great challenge and 
making us push it to overtime.”

 For the seventh 
consecutive year, the 
teachers handed the se-
niors yet another loss in 
the annual senior faculty 
volleyball game by beat-
ing them 4-1 in Gym 3A.
 Music teacher Mr. 
James Welsh, who played 
for the first time this 
year, said he thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience. 
 “It was really cool,” 
said Mr. Welsh. “Everyone 
was a good sport.  It was 
really about having fun 
so that was awesome.”
 While the faculty 
and some students used 
this game for pure enjoy-
ment, a number of Mur-
row’s PSAL volleyball 
team players competed 
and utilized the experi-
ence for future games. 
 “I think the team 
played great,” said se-
nior Nicholas Campbell. 
“Everyone tried really 
hard and with better 
communication our 
team we will succeed.”
 Alex Ariza said 
it was a new experi-

ence for him and some 
of the players on the 
team playing in front 
of a crowd of people. 
 “This was my 
first time playing in 
front of people,” said 
the senior. “I could 
have played better, but 
I was really nervous.”
 Captain Moham-
med Zekic said he has 
high hopes for the team 
and reiterated the notion 
of better communication. 
 “The whole team 
did pretty good,” said 
Zekic. “If we work bet-
ter on communication, I 
think we can take it all 
the way to the finals.”
 Coach Mr. Felix 
Bennett said the team 
played well and pro-
vided his philosophies 
of coaching that he 
preaches to his players.
  “I always tell my 
players that the great-
est players have the 
shortest memories, 
and it’s important to 
be smart not strong,” 
coach Bennett said.

Teacher Mr. Billy Maher going in for a layup. The game was close throughout 
but the seniors won in overtime.

SENIORS (50)  
Gilkes 1 0-0 3, Ifill 0 0-0 0, Asomaning 0 2-2 2, 
Pitt 6 0-0 13, Odenat 3 0-0 6, Flueranvil 1 0-0 2, 
Elie 1 0-0 3, Williams 4 0-0 12, Yorrick 0 0-0 0, 
Liang 2 0-0 5, Veltman 1 0-0 2, Auguste 0 0-0 0, 
Brown 1 0-0 2.

TEACHERS (38) 
Blatt 0 1-2 1, Solomon 0 0-0 0, Rubin 0 0-0 0, 
Jean Paul 1 0-2 2, Maher 0 1-4 1, Gusto 3 0-0 7, 
McCarthy 2 0-2 5, Faciano 0 0-0 0, Elstein 0 0-0 
0, Rocco 5 0-0 12, Curreli 1 0-5 2, Esposito 0 
4-6 4, Henderson 2 0-0 4, Wire 0 0-0 0. 

Halftime:  Faculty 14, Seniors 12. 3-pointers:  
Seniors: Williams 4, Gilkes , Pitt 1, Liang 1. 
Faculty: Rocco 2, Gusto , McCarthy. 

Taylor Odenat
Sports Editor

Anthony Henry
Online Editor

MURROW SPORTS NETWORK
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Teachers win Sr-Faculty 

Volleyball Match

        After winning the New 
York State High School 
Chess Championships 
in March, the school’s 
chess team was hop-
ing to continue the good 
play in the National High 
School Chess Tournament
 But unfortunately 
for the  team, they 
finished in 23rd place in 
the National competition 
held in Atlanta on April 4th.
 “It was really chal-
lenging,” said freshman 
Taylor Ngo, who was 
comparing the city and 
state tournament to the 
nationals. “I felt that it 
was much tougher than 
previous tournaments.” 
 Junior Brian Arthur 
said he knew he was in 
for some tough competi-
tion, but didn’t realize it 
was going to be this tough.
  “I was very up-
set after I saw the com-

petitors,” he said. “We 
began to lose hope.”
 Jacky Chan, a 
15-year-old student, said 
he was disappointed in 
the outcome because 
if the team made mi-
nor improvements they 
could’ve done better and 
improved their ranking. 
  “I felt that it was re-
ally challenging,” he said. 
“There were many players 
with different strategies.” 
 Chess team coach, 
Mr. Eliot Weiss said the 
team shouldn’t be dis-
appointed with the fi-
nal outcome but added 
that there are certainly 
areas of improvement.
 “I’m proud of 
my team.” said Mr. 
Weiss.” And what 
they’ve accomplished.”
 Taylor Ngo 
agreed: “We could’ve 
prepared more, went 

to more tournaments.”
 The team was defi-
nitely impacted by the tour-
nament placing a heavier 
emphasis on the more ad-
vanced players, the team 
seemed to suffer as a result. 
 All of sudden, the 
top players on the team 
were playing against some 
highly-skilled competition 
and because of that they 
were making mistakes.
  “We could’ve been 
more  cautious of each 
move we made,” said Chan.
 Mr. Weiss said that 
there’s always next year.
 “We’re a very 
strong team  and we’re 
better than a lot teams 
in the country,” he said. 
“We always want to do 
better. It’s always tougher 
in Nationals. It’s always 
more of a challenge.“

Seniors Prevail in OT, 50-38

12 May 2016

Chess Team Finishes 23rd 

Place in National Competition
Olu Ogunlade
Reporter

Slammed in OT


