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On Thursday afternoon, the 
South Bronx experienced its 
first presidential campaign 
rally since 1968, when Rob-
ert F. Kennedy appeared in 
the borough. Bernie Sanders, 
Democratic- Socialist and 
New York native, made his 
appearance in Saint Mary’s 
Park a day after Hillary 
Clinton appeared in Harlem. 
Before arriving, approxi-
mately 18,500 of exhilarated 
fans and supporters rallied 
in unity to hear the invited 
speakers spread their mes-
sage about his campaign. 

Among the speakers was 
Rosario Dawson, an actress 
of Puerto Rican and Cuban 
descent, who ispoke pas-
sionately about her reasons 
for supporting Bernie Sand-
ers, and her reasons for not 
voting for Hillary Clinton,  
which incited the massive 
crowd of people. Rosario 
made sure to criticize Hillary 
Clinton’s previous state-
ments and actions, and went 
on to say “ Shame on you 
Hillary.”  Additional speak-
ers spoke about their emo-
tional immigrant experience 
and the injustice and issues 
concerning the relationship 
between Puerto Rico and the 
United States. 

As the lines continued 
around the park and went 
on for several blocks away, 
we continued to wait on the 
line with excitement and 
anticipation. Ultimately, the 
majority of the supporters 
were guided to the park’s 
baseball field to witness 
Bernie Sanders’ speech later 
on in the day. However, an 

hour later, everyone’s eyes 
were curiously looking over 
across the field, and they 
were later running to witness 
what would be Bernie Sand-
ers humbly standing in the 
area to introduce himself and 
speak 
first 
to the 
people 
who 

thought  weren’t going to 
have the opportunity to see 
him in person. As we made 
our way to the security lines 
to attempt to get into the 
actual campaign rally, we 
witnessed the diversity of 
Bernie Sanders’ supporters. 
The majority of the indi-
viduals present was young, 
liberal, and wore attire that 
represented their support 
for LGBT rights and racial 
justice. The majority of the 
people present were minori-
ty populations, including 
African- American, Latinos, 
and Asian-American, which 
clearly contradicted the idea 
that all of Sander’s support-
ers are Caucasian males.  

Bernie Sanders’ speech 
resonated the same progres-

sive ideas that consistently 
expresses all over the coun-
try. However, he made sure 
to emphasize his Brooklyn 
roots, all the while encour-
aging his usual tone of “us 
versus them.” The crowd, 

waving their 
signs and 
shouting 
his name, 
allowed the 
atmosphere 
to feel more 
like a festival 
than a politi-
cal campaign 
rally. During 
his speech, 
Bernie 
Sanders spe-
cifically con-
nected with 
the people of 
the Bronx, 
speak-
ing about 

decreasing asthma rates, 
improving public education, 
making college debt 
disappear, solving the 
profound issues con-
cerning race and sexu-
ality and gender, focus-
ing on the one percent 
of America and its large 
corporations running 
the country’s economy, 
and driving the Bronx’s 
political revolution 
to the White House. 
Bernie also spoke about 
his democratic election 
rival, Hillary Clinton, 
and her numerous eco-
nomic supporters from 
Wall Street in order to 
supply her campaign. 

As a result of this 
day, Bernie was able 

to bring in more voters into 
the polls and increase the 
amount of delegates that 
would support his campaign. 
During his speech, everyone 
seemed to notice the grow-
ing amount of support for 
the New York native, and the 
growing threat for Hillary 
and her shot for the presi-
dential spot. Bernie Sanders 
managed to convey the 
excitement that the crowd 
showed through his passion-
ate speech, and therefore 
continued to encourage 
the people of the Bronx to 
finally have a voice in the 
politics of America - politics 
that severely affect their 
environment and the other 
people of the state of New 
York. 

Pictured, left: Sanders at St. 
Mary’s park; Below, April 10th 
rally at Coney Island. Photos 
by Justin Leo Rivera.
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