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The Baysider is a member of the Na-
tional and New York City Scholastic 
Press Associations. The Baysider is a 
forum for student expression, and as 
such, accepts letters to the editor on all 
topics of interest to The Baysider com-
munity. All letters must be signed, but 
names may be withheld by request. 
Submissions should be placed in Mr. 
Shein’s mailbox. The editors reserve the 
right to edit all submissions for clarity, 
grammar, and length, and reject any 
submissions. The opinions expressed in 
The Baysider are not necessarily those 
of anyone other than the authors.

We meet Tuesdays, 11th period in 
room B6. All participants must be 
members of the S.O.
Contact us at 
baysiderny@gmail.com

Community News

BLACK LIVES MATTER: FREEDOM 
AND JUSTICE FOR ALL BLACK LIVES
BY JOHN PRITCHETT AND CRYSTAL PIRES

Have an article idea for the 
newspaper? E-mail us at 
baysiderny@gmail.com

 Black Lives Matter is a chant 
and a cry heard throughout the nation 
that started with just a simple hashtag. 
The beginning of The Black Lives 
Matter movement came after George 
Zimmerman, a white Neighborhood 
Watch Captain in Sanford, Florida, 
was charged with second degree mur-
der for his responsibility of the death 
of Trayvon Martin, a 17-year-old Af-
rican American. Other familiar events 
include the deaths of 18-year-old 
African American Michael Brown 
by Darren Wilson, a white police 
officer, in Ferguson, Missouri and 
Eric Garner, a 43-year-old African 
American man by white police officer 
Daniel Pantaleo of New York City. 
 Ever since these events oc-
curred, the movement has gained 
huge momentum and supporters 
worldwide with the sole purpose 
of gaining equality and justice for 
the African American communi-
ties. People took it upon themselves 
to protest by marching or, in worse 
cases, destroying property by rioting 
and looting.  Those on social media 
voiced their opinions and concerns, 
while others agreed and disagreed.
 The growth of the move-
ment ignited people to focus more 
on police brutality and the killing 
of African Americans by police of-
ficers. More than 1,000 protests and 
demonstrations across the coun-
try are notable achievements that 
the movement has gained so far.  
 Some view the movement 
not as a peaceful organization, but 
as nothing more than a “terrorist 
group”. Lt. Roger Aspinall, a union 
member of Providence Fraternal Or-
der of Police, told WLNE-TV that 
the slogan is anti-police and that 
the Black Lives Matter movement 
"condones violence against police." 
 In reality, no one who claims 
to speak for Black Lives Matter has 
promoted the inflicting of violence or 
pain against police officers. However, 
the tactics of interrupting campaign 
speeches, shutting down major traf-
fic, using controversial chants, and 
causing unrest in certain areas, most 
notably Ferguson, has caused contro-

versy and raised some questions re-
garding the ethics of their strategies. 
 While it is apparent that the 
media plays a role in how the move-
ment can be perceived by viewers, 
it should also be noted that they 
could also portray the police officer 
as the villain. The death of Michael 
Brown was the perfect story to get 
citizens outraged and involved in 
the issue. The fatal shooting of an 
unarmed African American teen in-
spired the rise of more police kill-
ing stories being published and cov-
ered throughout the country. People 
are dependent on media to inform 
them of the latest news, often mis-
taking them to be neutral sources. 
 Because of the media mis-
conception, there is a growing hostil-
ity between minority youth and po-
lice officers, so much that some are 
disrespecting what the officers stand 
for. Some fellow students might have 
seen this at the Q31 bus stop. There 
was profanity written that was di-
rected towards police officers calling 
them “Racist Pigs.” This horrid sight 
is harmful for the mentality of the 
youth. It is possible that at least one 
person developed hostile feelings to-
wards law enforcement based on those 
words alone. The youth of the popu-
lation are more likely to be swayed. 
 While opinions and thoughts 
are being shared from the streets to 
TV, students and teachers are voicing 
their thoughts on the matter as well. 
 “Regardless of what one be-

lieves happened in the case of Mi-
chael Brown, the case led to the un-
veiling of systemic inequality in that 
particular community, and became a 
moment for that community to ex-
press its frustration for the wrongs it 
has experienced,” says Bayside High 
School English teacher Mr. Herman. 
 “One downside to the move-
ment I see, however, is the confla-
tion of several incidents of violence 
against African-American people in-
volving the police, causing some to 
generalize that all of these types of 
incidents are only racially motivated 
or the result of police brutality, over-
looking the details/nuances of each 
individual incident,” Herman added. 
 Some students feel that the 
movement is necessary. "I feel that 
the movement is necessary because 
of the complacency about how Afri-
can-American people are treated in 
their communities by officers who 
take the law unjustly in their hands," 
says Bayside High School Junior 
Kean Gibbons. "It's a brutality that 
was felt since the beginning of this 
racist justice system and it needs to 
be accounted for and the movement 
empowers African-Americans to get 
the justice and voice we deserve." 
 With all the publicity the 
movement has gained, sparking 
conversations and debates regard-
ing the positives and negatives 
of this group, it’s apparent this 
won’t be the last we hear of them. 

Protestors march through the city streets, preaching for their cause. 
Photo provided by: Salvage.zone

MYSTERY TEACHER
1) “I have naturally curly hair.”
2) “I can’t eat hot dogs due to a certain incident.” 
3) “I always tell stories about my sisters.”
4) “My college major was originally Theatre Drama.” 

  CAN YOU FIGURE OUT THE MYSTERY TEACHER FROM THESE CLUES? THE ANSWER WILL BE IN THE NEXT ISSUE!

Upcoming 
Events
Blood Drive: 

December 8, 2015
Gym 2

The Snow Ball 
Dance:

Decmeber 11, 2015
Gym 2
Come party with your 
friends! All Fresh-
men, Sophmores and 
Juniors are welcome! 
SORRY SENIORS!!!!! 

Multicultural 
Festival:

December 18, 2015 
4-9pm
Grab a bite from every 
country in the world! 


