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   “When I say car- you say Dozo!” 
“Car-” “Dozo!”  is what the crowd 
roared during the pep rally ninth 
period, before Homecoming on 
Friday, Oct 23. Yanni Lainis was 
dressed up in a judge’s costume, 
dancing around the gymnasium, 
trying to keep the crowd pumped. 
The Pep rally showcased most 
of the Cardozo teams, while the 
student body cheered them on. 
The girls track, boys wrestling, 
girls’ soccer, gymnastics, girls vol-
leyball, step, and boys basketball 
teams, along with many others, 
showed off what they’re all about.    
  Each team displayed their skills. 
The gymnastics team did a series 
of flips and different routines. Ev-
eryone had their phones out to 
capture and Snapchat what was 
going on. The Pep Rally pumped 
up the Dozo spirit, getting view-
ers ready for the main event to 
follow.
  Later that same day, we held our 
first tailgate which took place in 
the parking lot and trailers after 
school, which led up to the game 
that started at 6p.m. Students 
were able to purchase tickets for 
food, snacks, and hot chocolate, 

take pictures, and have their faces 
painted, to promote school spirit. 
A barbecue also went on and 
members of Gateway, the Boys 
Wrestling Team and Leadership 
were there to help set up, sell tick-
ets, serve food, take pictures, and 
paint faces. Around 500 people 
attended the tailgate. 
  With only three days’ worth of 
advertising, 850 people had pur-
chased tickets, and even more 
ended up paying at the door to 
participate in the event and sup-
port our football team.  
   When game time rolled around, 
everyone gathered at the bleach-
ers, with snacks and jackets, to 
watch.  People started to settle in 
on the track with snacks and jack-
ets to watch the game. To start off, 
John Lee sang the National An-
them before the Cardozo Judges 
faced the Long Island City Bull-
dogs. In both the first and second 
quarter, Long Island City (LIC) 
scored 2 touchdowns, making the 
score 12-0. In the second half, LIC 
scored one more touchdown and 
the final score of the game was 18-
0. We did have one good run, but 
it resulted in a minor injury.

Homecoming: School Spirit Soars
By Renuka Surujnarain and Janelle Pottinger

  During halftime, when the score 
stood 12-0 with LIC in the lead, 
there were three performances, 
one by a band of students called 
Winds of Saturn, another by Re-
sounding and $traight Jacket E,  
and furthermore by Cardozo’s 
cheerleaders. Winds of Saturn, 
composed of vocalist Azure 
Maravilla, guitarist Larry Ross, 
bassist Russell Gomez, and drum-
mer Eugenia Theodosopoulos, 
did a cover of “Another One Bites 
the Dust,” by Queen.
   “It was a lot of fun performing 
with my band outside, I just hat-
ed how cold it was,” Ross said. In 
the stands, everyone was singing 
along and dancing. 
  “The only thing that’d have re-
ally made the whole event better 
would be if we won,”  said. 
junior Lucy Liu.  Although it was 
an unfortunate loss for Cardozo, 
the team did try their best and the 
game stayed hyped, with school 
spirit screaming from the bleach-
ers, along with the cheerleaders. It 
was still a fun and successful night 
considering the fundraising and 
the spirit for our school.

Spectarors watch in awe in the stands.

The Cheer Squad performing stunts. 

The Great Mascot Debate
  Have you ever questioned why 
we’re known as the Cardozo 
Judges, yet our school’s mascot is 
a bulldog?  Well, there is an an-
swer to that question that is much 
more interesting than you would 
imagine.  
  In 2003, former Principal Rick 
Hallman asked  the very same 
question. He suggested that The 
Verdict should look into uncover-
ing the details of how and why The 
Bulldog came to represent Car-
dozo.  A Verdict reporter wrote to 
Cardozo alumni, on their website, 
to see what they remembered.
One alumnus from the class of ‘78  
responded,  “‘ I actually don’t re-
member the school’s mascot being 
a bulldog in my years at Cardozo.  
It may or may not have been.’”  
  Another alumna from the class 
of ‘78 pointed out that “‘ The hon-
orable Benjamin Cardozo was 
known as the ‘bulldog’ in defend-
ing legislation that protected the 
civil rights of individuals.’” How-
ever, no one ever verified this in-
formation as a fact, and there is no 
written credible proof to support 
this theory.  
  After having read the Verdict’s 
report, former COSA Barbra 
Klein pointed out that the bulldog 
actually came about after The Ver-
dict had held a poll years ago, and 
the students voted on a new mas-

cot.  However, no one followed up 
on the story.
   This year the question of wheth-
er or not The Bulldog should 
continue to represent Cardozo 
is being revisited. Upon further 
reflection, Klein 
pointed out the 
a p p r o x i m a t e 
time period the 
voting took place 
somewhere be-
tween 1993-96.
Having put the 
pieces together, 
the Verdict in-
vestigation be-
gan with a closer 
look through the 
school archives, 
which revealed 
the cover story 
of the Febru-
ary 1995 issue, 
“ M a m m o t h 
Search for Mas-
cot”.  The article 
explained that 
former S.O. Pres-
ident Paul Bakac 
was inspired by 
Sonia Marickovics, who was the 
captain of the fencing team.  She 
felt it was a great way to make the 
students more excited and inter-
ested in our sports teams, and 
give them something to symbol-

ize their school spirit. In the “S.O. 
Speaks Out” letter on page two of 
The Verdict, Bakacs announced 
that the students were set to vote 
on March 6.
The next issue on file, because of a 

gap in the archives, was June 1995.  
The Bulldog is mentioned on the 
sports page when discussing the 
baseball team, “Mental Errors 
Bring End to Bulldog Baseball”.  
  A little over twenty years ago, our 

school adopted the Bulldog as the 
unofficial mascot in an attempt to 
spread school spirit. However, we 
continued to be officially known 
as The Judges, which relates to our 
namesake, Benjamin N. Cardozo, 

the Supreme 
Court Judge.
Ms. Klein 
who has 
been here for 
twenty-four 
years voiced 
her opinion 
on the mat-
ter:  “I was 
here when 
the change 
h a p p e n e d 
and I didn’t 
agree with 
it.  There are 
two things a 
school should 
never change: 
Its colors and 
its mascot.  
I liked The 
Judge be-
cause that’s 
who we are.  

We’re the Cardozo Judges, not the 
Cardozo Bulldogs.”  
If you visit the PSAL website, you 
will see that we are referred to as 
the Judges. When local papers 
write about our teams, we are ac-

knowledged as The Judges. The 
one place that the Bulldog is rec-
ognized is within the walls of our 
school.
  Klein also remembers purchas-
ing The Bulldog costume in 1997 
and explains that it was easier to 
find a bulldog costume than a 
judge’s costume.  
 According to Klein, for the most 
part, The Bulldog did not make 
many appearance. He used to per-
form with the cheerleaders at the 
S.O. run basketball games, and 
traveled with the team when they 
played at Madison Square Garden. 
“Occasionally he could be spotted 
in the hallways during spirit week, 
and rumor has it he had taken a 
couple of AP courses.  He ever 
outright replaced The Judge. “We 
never had a judge costume, be-
cause we couldn’t get one,” said 
Klein.  
 The Bulldog continued to make 
sporadic appearances in The Ver-
dict, and at school events, his first 
appearance in the yearbook was 
in ‘98.He was more popular in 
recent years; and generally made 
appearances upon special request. 
He currently appears on the web-
site, on most of the senior mer-
chandise over the years, and has 
appeared in the senior videos, as 
well as in the last few yearbooks.
 “If you go....  Continue on page 2.

Football team plays their hearts out.
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