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Some athletes repeat 
the eight grade to gain 
an athletic advantage.  
By: Sydney Blugh

Athletes reclassifying 

 The team shows Curtis spirit before they start their game. 

 Curtis High School 
sports teams, like football and 
basketball, are incredibly hard 
working and have extremely 
dedicated players. Some of 
these students have been pre-
paring for high school sports 
since middle school when 
they made the decision to be 
reclassified. 
 “Reclassifying” is 
when a student repeats the 
eighth grade for non academic 
reasons. Some parents be-
lieve kids who reclassify are 
trying to cheat the system. 
Multiple student athletes have 
been reclassified before com-
ing to Curtis and were willing 
to speak on the issue as long 
as there identities were not re-
vealed.  Because of the nega-
tive reactions these students 
preferred not to be named in 
this article.
 A freshman on the 
varsity football team made the 
decision to reclassify because 
his brother had also reclas-
sified. He knows about five 
or six other teammates that 
also reclassified but keep it to 
themselves because of  nega-
tive reactions. In this student’s 
first year of eighth grade no 
colleges reached out, but in 
his second year colleges like 
UConn and Clemson were 
both contacting him saying 
they would follow him through-
out his entire high school ca-

reer. 
 One of the other re-
classified students had a dif-
ferent experience with the re-
classification process. He is on 
the varsity football and basket-
ball team and doesn’t feel that 
being reclassified will increase 
his odds of being considered 
for a spot on any college team. 
He believes that being reclas-
sified helped him become a 
better student and athlete be-
cause it gave him more time 
to better himself overall. His 
parents supported and guided 
him through the reclassifica-
tion process. 
 Neither of these ath-
letes reclassified at first but 
after talking it over with their 
parents made the tough de-
cision to repeat the eighth 
grade. In New York students 
enter school at a younger age 
compared to other schools in 
the country. Since they are 
younger than students from 
other states, reclassifying 
gives them an opportunity to 
even the playing field during 
the football and/or basketball 
season. 
 Reclassifying tends 
to be for serious athletes who 
are looking to play in Division 
1 colleges and maybe eventu-
ally professionally. These ath-
letes saw both the positives 
and negatives of reclassifying. 
One of the athletes believed 
that reclassifying depended on 
the person and how serious 
they are about the sport, while 
the other athlete wanted to be 
reclassified because he would 

be bigger and stronger for high 
school. 
 The coach of the boys 
varsity football team, Mr. Gam-
bardella, also believes there 
are many positives in being 
reclassified. He doesn’t be-
lieve the reclassified athletes 
are looked down on by other 
parents or students but thinks 
it is a personal decision made 
by the parents and student for 
multiple reasons. “It’s a per-
sonal decision and the matu-
rity level of someone who’s a 
year older in age compared 
to most is unique because a 
majority of our student ath-
letes are younger than their 
counterparts in other states. 
People who choose to reclas-
sify are choosing to catch up 
to people in other states,”said 
Gambardella
 “Having played my-
self, going up to college every-
one was a year older then me 
it makes a difference for guys 
going into the next level.” Mr. 
Gambardella added that yes, 
he would have reclassified 
given the chance so he would 
be on the same level as other 
college athletes.
 Another type of re-
classifying is going into col-
lege early and only going to 
high school for 3½ years. This 
gives athletes an opportunity 
to start preparing for their sport 
with the college of their choice 
and  having more time to get 
ready for the fall season. Leon 
Flanagan, a senior,  graduated 
a semester early to play for 
University of Massachusetts.   

 From the time when 
we were little, we were al-
ways encouraged to try new 
things. Try new foods, try new 
hobbies, try new sports, etc. 
However, when students get 
to high school it’s a whole dif-
ferent ball game. The soccer 
game that was played in sec-
ond grade by almost every-
body is not the same soccer 
game that a junior varsity team 
is playing. 
 High school gives stu-
dents a great opportunity to try 
things they may not have been 
willing to do when they were 
younger. Although it may be 
difficult to make new friends 
or be as competitive as other 
players, you never know how 
much you’ll truly enjoy playing 
the sport unless you try. 
 Freshman, Sydney 
Blugh, joined the lacrosse 
team and went straight into the 

Adapting to a new sport
girls’ varsity team, “I was really 
nervous to join the team be-
cause there weren’t that many 
freshmen that started off on 
varsity. After talking to the se-
niors on the team, they told me 
they were nervous when they 
joined too. I’m really happy I 
joined and made new friends.”
 Adapting to a new 
sport may take a couple of 
seasons. Understanding the 
basics and practicing the key 
elements of the sport will help 
you adapt faster. Making new 
friends on the team will make 
this easier as well so you can 
practice with your friends, 
making it more enjoyable and 
fun. 
 This will also moti-
vate you to practice more than 
practicing on your own. “I didn’t 
know what to expect when I 
joined the handball team and 
I wasn’t sure if I was good 
enough to be on the team. I 
liked that I won matches indi-
vidually but I would've liked it 
if we won as a team. I enjoy it 
and I’m glad I met new people, 
said Cristian Castro.

 On April 5th, the girls 
varsity lacrosse team had 
the pleasure of participating 
in a friendly game against 
the Withington girls lacrosse 
team from England. The 
Withington girls had finished 
traveling around other parts 
of the country to play differ-
ent teams, and Curtis was 
their last stop. The team has 
also played other teams on 
Staten Island and have had 
the opportunity to visit New 
York City.
 Prior to the game, 
the entire team engaged in 
friendly activities with staff 
from Curtis. They also toured 
the entire school and experi-
enced American style educa-
tion. The team was taken on 
a tour through the history and 
math departments of Cur-
tis, while also touring some 
physical education classes 
throughout the school day. 
 After the school day 
ended, Curtis played a friend-

ly game against the With-
ington girls’ team.  First the 
Curtis starting team played 
their starters and then they 
mixed up the teams and just 
played. The match ended 
in both lacrosse teams ex-
changing jerseys. Sydney 
Blugh, a student on the var-
sity girls lacrosse team, said, 
“playing against a team from 
England was a great expe-
rience. I’m sure everyone 
on my team felt that. Along 
with playing a game against 
these girls we also got a 
chance to learn about their 
school and personal lives; 
which is completely differ-
ent from our own.”  After the 
friendly game, both teams 
came together for a group 
dinner.
 The entire Curtis 
girls team welcomed the 
Withington girls to a catered 
dinner in the teachers’ caf-
eteria. The dinner became 
a huge social event. It was 
also a great end to the friend-
ly game against the English 
girls. This entire experience 
was thanks to athletic direc-
tor Mr. Ritzer and the girls’ 
varsity lacrosse coach, Mr. 
Gonzalez.

Lacrosse vs. England

Playing a team from 
across the pond, 
lacrosse girls get a 
taste of English style. 
By: Sophia Manna

By: alySSa oRcuilo

Cancelleri becomes All-American

Students comment on 
the transition between 
sports and teams. As captain of the girls 

wrestling team, it is clear that 
Hailey Cancelleri, a sopho-
more, is skilled in her field. 
Cancelleri is in the nursing 
house and has a lot of things 
to balance on her plate. With 
a background of several sports 
such as dance and Jujitsu, 
her transition into high school 
athletics was smooth. Soon, 
Cancelleri joined the wres-
tling team. Little did everybody 
know, that was the start of a 
successful journey.
 Wrestling in the 198 
lbs. weight class, Cancelleri 
traveled to Oklahoma City with 
Coach Jacque Davis, coach 
of Beat the Streets Team New 
York, and competed with oth-
er girls across the country. “It 
was definitely overwhelming 
at first, especially since I was 
away from my family, which 
I’m not used to,” said Cancel-
leri about her travel to Oklaho-
ma, “but overall, it was a good 
experience.” She wrestled 

girls above her weight, some-
times being twenty pounds 
less than her opponents. To be 
able to wrestle above her age 
and above her weight class is 
extremely impressive.
 At the conclusion of 
her tournament, Cancelleri 
finished second in the cadet 
division, and seventh in the 
junior division. The cadet divi-
sion consists of freshman and 
sophomores which is her age 
group, and juniors and seniors 
compete in the junior division. 
Due to placing top eight in 
each division, she earned an 
All American title. However, 

the athlete is still hungry for 
more. “I’m satisfied, but I know 
I can still improve. I really want 
to place first in the cadets, 
and improve further in the ju-
niors,” said Cancelleri.   
  Being such a 
great athlete, Cancelleri made 
herself a reputation. Her team 
at Curtis is very proud of their 
captain and look up to her. “I 
love her. She is a great person 
and she’s a beast on the mat. 
I look up to her,” said Liz Gar-
cia, a new wrestler to the girls 
season and a sophomore. 
Cancelleri has two more years 
left in high school and she is 
only going to improve.

Impressive sophomore 
wrestler takes her 
skills to the national 
level and wins several 
titles. 
By: Jocelyn QuinoneS
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Hailey Cancelleri analyzes her competition at the start of 
the match. 
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