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 From an early age, 
children are taught that ev-
erything in the world revolves 
around a very basic binary; 
Male or Female. Science dic-
t a t e s that one or the other 
i s present in each per-

son based on the 
chromosomes in 

the genetic 
c o d e . 

Many lan-
guages even 
have words that are 
masculine or feminine 
based on the presence 
of a certain letter. Signs 
on bathrooms, based on 
the presence or absence of 
a “skirt”, determine which set 
of chromosomes go through 
which door. At least, it is sup-
posed to be as straight-for-
ward as that.                    
 For the longest time, 
these simple signs have been 
a boundary and a hinderance 
for transgender students. 
However, with a new law 
passed recently by the Obama 
Administration, public schools 
all across the country are 
mandated to allow students to 
use the bathroom of the gen-
der they identify with, or offer 
them a single stall bathroom 
as an alternative option.
 According to our prin-
cipal Mr. Jaenicke, Curtis is 
more than willing to comply. 
“Curtis is focused on maintain-
ing respect and dignity for all 
students,” said the principal in 
regard to the school’s stance 
as a safe place for LGBT+ 

students.  Jaenicke said that 
ensuring a “supportive en-
vironment” that is “willing to 
accommodate”  anyone who 
is not cisgendered (some-
one who identifies with their 
biological sex). This includes 
transgender or genderqueer 
students that do not receive 
support from home. Another 
part to this law is that if a par-
ent calls their children’s school 

guidance counselors and 
informs them that their chil-
dren’s gender identity differs 
from what is written on the offi-
cial school documents, all staff 
are informed and requested to 
address these students with 
their preferred name and pro-
nouns.
  Mr. Jaenicke said 
that the same respect and 
accommodation will be avail-
able even to students whose 
parents either do not know 
or do not support their child’s 
gender identity. “Curtis Staff 
handles these situations case 
by case,” he stated, noting that 
acceptance of differences is 
an important part to making all 
students comfortable in their 
learning environment.

  Rest assured, Curtis 
students can feel welcome to 
request the use of preferred 
pronouns or names by staff 
regardless of the situation at 
home. Indeed, a transgender 
sophomore said,“I have been 
using the men’s bathroom 
since I came to Curtis without 
any problems. People don’t 
seem to have a problem with 
me in there. Maybe it’s be-
cause I pass well enough to 
be in there but it’s sad 
to know 

that lots of trans 
people don’t feel 
c o m f o r t -
able or safe in 

public rest-
rooms.”

 Schools that 
do not comply with 
this new law could face 

cuts to federal funding. 
Principal  Jaenicke finds 

it “hard to believe” that 
schools would refuse to be 

“respectful to kids and pro-
vide a nurturing environment” 
to the point of losing funds for 
noncompliance. 
 As with every social 
and equal right issue, con-
cerns and disagreement arise. 
In the case of this law, some 
have been concerned about 
sexual predators or individuals 
with other harmful intentions 
exploiting the law to gain ac-
cess to bathrooms, simply by 
claiming to be a transgender 
person. However, according to 
the advocacy group National 
Task Force to End Sexual and 
Domestic Violence Against 
Women, of the 18 states who 
have passed laws ensuring 
transgender people’s access 
to facilities, not a single case 
of a “bathroom predator” abus-
ing these types of laws has oc-
curred.

 It’s that time of year 
again where kids are stressing 
out about studying for finals 
and Regents; and the pres-
sure of Common Core testing 
isn’t making it easier. There 
are many tips and tricks to 
stay focused and do well. 
 
First Tip
The first thing to do is to study 
efficiently. Although it’s boring, 
it can be very beneficial. You 
have to start studying at least 
a few days before to make 

sure you don’t stress yourself 
out the night before especially 
when you have three tests the 
next day. Make a list of the 
topic you need to cover, then 
do the same the next day, that 
way, eventually you will cover 
everything. If studying is hard 
for you, it doesn’t hurt to throw 
on some classical or even 
electronic music; it keeps you 
motivated and focused. 
 
Second Tip
Next, make sure you don’t 
skip the topics you don’t un-
derstand. Always seek out 
a teacher for help. They are 
more than happy to help you 
and rather see you ask ques-
tions then get it wrong. If you 

are uncomfortable with this, 
you can email them or even 
ask classmates. 

Third Tip
If you ever get too stressed, 
take it easy. It’s not good to 
get too worked up over a test. 
Your finals only affect your 
grade in the class, a grade that 
won’t matter next year unless 
you fail... So don’t fail! And you 
can always retake Regents. 
 Most importantly, take 
care of your body. Stay hy-
drated and make sure to eat. 
Before every test, get a good 
night’s rest. Although you may 
think pulling an all-nighter to 
study is helping, it’s really not. 
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New Obama Administration Law 
gives more freedom to 
transgender students

Curtis students and all 
public school students 
are allowed to use the 
bathroom of the gender 
they identify with.

Tips and tricks to avoid  stressing 
these last few weeks of school 

Efficient ways to do 
better on your finals 
and Regents. 
By: alaina hinKley 

 Curtis High School 
can’t recycle? Does it look that 
way? Well part of the problem 
has been the small blue re-
cycling pails, which are com-
pletely open on the top. When 
the custodians see mixed 
trash, it all becomes trash. 
The new tall blue recycling 
pails with circular holes on top 
will allow for real recycling. 
But you have to put only  cans 
and bottles in these pails. Ev-
eryone’s help is needed be-
cause everyone benefits; less 
global warming, less landfills 
and more money for NYC to 
spend on things other than 
trash.

  The Environmental 
Club received two grants to get 
blue bottle and can recycling 
pails. Eighteen pails came 
from NYC Citizens Commit-
tee, ten from Donor’s Choose 
and three were brought by the 
Environmental Club. 
  The new pails will be 
placed in classrooms on the 
second floor.  The English and 
science departments have 
joined with the Environmental 
Club to help facilitate this new 
initiative.  The school is man-
dated to recycle.  New York 
City laws require all public 
schools to recycle.  The ulti-
mate goal is to have a effec-
tive recycling pails with  bottle 
specific holes in the lids.
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Environmental Club 
helps recycling effort 

Mr. Marra, Yousseff Allam, Oluwafunmi Agoro, Cecily Wu, , Giavanna 
Marceante, and Jordan Van Osten with their new garbage pails. 
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Plaque memorializes 
Marcos Castillo

Earlier this school year, Curtis 
High school students suffered 
the tragic loss of Marcos Cas-
tillo, who died while inside of 
the old Staten Island Hospi-
tal on Cebra Avenue. He fell 
down an elevator shaft and 
died.  
 Seven months later, his 
friends had gathered the mon-
ey to buy a plaque in his mem-
ory. “His friends sold bags of 
candy as a way to get dona-
tions” said Tom Hepworth.
 “All together, the 
plaque cost $300, and we 
raised $850. The rest of the 
money will be put into a fund 
and given as a scholarship 
to someone in the class of 
2018,” said Hepworth.
 The plaque has an engraved 
photo of Marcos, and a quote 
which talks about the good 
person he was, and how his 
family and friends promise to 
never forget him.  
 In addition to help-
ing raise the money to pur-
chase the plaque, his friends 

all made a pact to not cut 
school and graduate, in 
honor of Marcos. Because 
Marco’s’ death happened 
during the school day, his 
friends realized the impor-
tance of not cutting. 
 Elizabeth Alvarez, 
a sophomore in the Nurs-
ing program said, “When I 
found out Marcos had died, I 
honestly didn’t know how to 
react. Although, I am pretty 
sure I was in denial because 
I was telling myself, “How 
could this be him? I literally 
just spoke to him earlier in 
the day.” I instantly called 
one of my best friends, and 
we just cried on the phone 
together.” 
 Marcos meant a 
great deal to his friends, 
and they will always remem-
ber him. The plaque will be 
hung at Marcos’ church. 
“His friends and family are 
still grieving, I believe in this 
way, by hanging the plaque 
in his church, they will all 
get closure and maybe feel 
a bit better,” said Hepworth.


