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Have a great summer!!  

Can you find true love online? 
By ALEXA CARCANO     

Staff Writer   
 Fifteen-year-old 

Kadyann Blake met 16-year-old 

Tyler Laing when they both en-

tered Eximius College Preparato-

ry Academy as freshmen.  

 Although the rising jun-

iors have now been dating for a 

year and a half, it was the several 

weeks of talking they did online 

that helped to kindle the roman-

tic spark.   

 “I just knew with her,” 

Laing said.  

 Today, social media 

websites and various apps make 

it easier for strangers to connect, 

especially if they find them 

attractive.   

 More often than not, 

these seemingly innocent online 

conversations result in setting up 

dating arrangements that either 

go surprisingly well or incredibly 

awful.   

 According to sci-

ence.opposingviews.org, an esti-

mated 71% of teenagers have 

some sort of online profile, and 

69% of those teens have received 

messages from people they don't 

know. Depending on the level of 

interest, one in four teens soon 

pursue these strangers and invest 

themselves in an online relation-

ship. They even go as far as label-

ing them their boyfriend or girl-

friend, sometimes without even 

getting any solid proof of their 

identity.    

 "Why would anyone 

want to date a random person 

online?” asked Destiny Rivera, an 

Eximius junior. “What if the per-

son you’re talking to doesn't look 

like their pictures?" 

 On the other hand, Mr. 

Mark Leff said, "I think it can 

work out very well if you're 

smart and safe about it.” After 

all, he himself was successful at 

finding love online. He first mes-

saged Erica, his now wife, online 

because they shared a common 

interest in the show "Doctor 

Who.”   

See ONLINE DATING, Page 6 

Photo by  EMONEE POWELL 
Eximius junior Tyler Laing romanced 

classmate Kadyann Blake online in 
the early stages of their relationship. 

By MICHAEL REID                               

Editor-in-Chief                                  

Imagine be-

ing told that you 

were “too black,” 

“not black enough,” 

or you “act light-

skinned.”  

 Virginia Lu-

ciano remembers 

well a day she was 

riding home from 

high school on the 

train with her friend, 

a darker-skinned 

Dominican girl like 

herself.  

 “These Span-

ish girls — the ones 

everyone thinks are 

Spanish with light 

skin and dark, long 

hair —  talked a lot 

of crap about my 

friend and I,” she 

recalled.  “When I 

responded in Span-

ish...they were sur-

prised.” Luciano  explains that “in the 

Spanish community, if you’re dark, 

then you’re not seen as fully Spanish; 

it’s believed that you are mixed with 

something.” 

Unfortunately, this way of 

thinking is something that is prevalent 

within society and several cultures, 

namely the African-American and Lati-

no communities.  

It roots back to white suprema-

cy, the belief that Caucasians (white 

people) are superior to those of all other 

races (especially the black race) and 

should, therefore, dominate society.  

This mentality gave birth to 

slavery and the long battle for 

equal rights between white peo-

ple and people of color. In the 

days of slavery, people with 

lighter and fairer skin were 

treated better than those of a 

darker complexion. Light-

skinned slaves, for example, were given 

household duties, while dark-skinned 

slaves were given the grueling outdoor 

labor. Records of this kind of thing are 

well documented in many texts, includ-

ing The Narrative of a Slave by the aboli-

tionist and former slave Frederick 

Douglass.  

“Our ancestors have already suffered as a 

result of their skin color. Why do we put 

each other through the same trouble?” 

-Ndeye Fofana, 12th grade 
See COLORISM, Page 6 
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Twelve Eximius students (representing many nationalities) create a color spectrum to illustrate the varieties of skin tones the world over. 

Mariam Trawally, 17

(Gambian) 

Larry Chisolm, 

17 (Jamaican,  

Dominican &  

African American) 

Serwaa Dompa, 

17(Ghanaian) 

Dylan Rhys, 

16 (Belizean) 

Kavon  

Austion, 18

(African 

American) 

Henry  

Vargas, 17

(Dominican & 

Puerto Rican) 

Sashee Caraballo,  

18(Puerto Rican) 

Samantha 

Rosario, 18

(Dominican) 

Kevin Carmenate, 18 

(Dominican) 

Yokaris Rodriguez, 15  

(Dominican) 

Majesty Cleland, 18

(West Indian) 

Cristina Leiva, 

15(Salvadorian) 
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By JENESE JOHNSON, Staff Writer  

Picture yourself in a predicament: Your mom and dad 

pressure you to break up with your boyfriend or girlfriend in 

order to marry a complete stranger. Would you run away? 

Would you go along with it? Would you hold a grudge 

against your parents? 

Even though this is a situation many in America don’t 

have to face, people should still pay attention to it.  

Arranged marriages are 

highly traditional practices 

where a family chooses a spouse 

for their child, and sometimes 

before they are even born!  

The majority of these unions 

are forced, meaning you cannot 

object. This could sentence a 

person to a life of misery with 

someone that who they do not 

like or agree with. Braheim  

Cisse, a rising senior at Eximius 

College Preparatory Academy said, “It would be devastating to 

know you have to marry someone who you don’t know or love.” 

In some cases, marriages are arranged for social or eco-

nomic necessity — perhaps to join the power and wealth of two 

families. The child usually has very little say in the matter and is 

forced into the marriage in order to improve their family’s status.   

Lizbeth Martinez, a 17-year-old junior at Eximius, said 

“I am honestly disgusted that [a person could be] forced to marry 

a stranger.” 

Although foreign to Martinez and most people in the 

Western World, this type of thing is often more successful than 

the traditional marriages we typically see, according to experts.  

Statistics show that the global divorce rate for arranged 

marriage is 4%. However, most cultures partaking in this sort of 

thing come from regions of the world where divorce is not sup-

ported, such as India, Africa and in some parts of the Middle 

East. But just because it may seem that cultures with arranged 

marriages have lower divorce rates, you cannot conclude that 

they are necessarily better marriages than traditional ones. 

Sometimes, a girl who has been forcibly married is ex-

tremely unhappy. If she is actually successful in getting a di-

vorce, she is often not accepted back into her family’s home, and 

many times, she has no way to earn enough money to support 

herself. In fact, some are even killed while pursuing divorces.  

 Sana Feryal, 16, a Muslim teenager from Pakistan and 

an Eximius junior said that although arranged marriage can be 

commonplace in her home country, her family does not support 

it. Nevertheless, she has witnessed her friend being forced to 

marry into an “extremely rich family” — family that owned man-

sions.   

“She wasn’t really happy, but she was [very] rich at the 

age of 15,” Feryal said. 

Not only does Feryal think it’s wrong to force people to 

get married, but she also says it's “forbidden” in the Muslim cul-

ture. Feryal feels most families are not only forcing their kids to 

get married for money but to “gain respect.” Seventeen-year-old 

Ama Sika, an Eximius junior said, “People shouldn’t decide who 

you have to spend the rest of your life with...You should be so in 

love with that person you should be willing to die for them.” 

Forced marriage 

Colorism, the prejudice or discrimi-

nation against individuals with a dark skin 

tone, has over time infiltrated the minds of 

people of color, causing divisions within their 

communities: Darker skin is often viewed as 

less or lower than lighter skin. It is typically 

prevalent among people of the same ethnic or 

racial group.  

“For males, when it comes to light-

skin vs. dark skin,” explained Eximius senior 

Dylan Rhys, “[society] sees light-skinned 

males as emotional and dark-skinned males as 

aggressive.” 

Mr. Francique, an Eximius social 

studies teacher, said that although he 

acknowledges the ex-

istence of colorism, 

“it’s not as public as 

before.” 

Arianna Val-

dez, a graduating sen-

ior explained that “in 

the Spanish communi-

ty, a person of a darker 

complexion would be 

considered less Span-

ish than a light-

skinned Spanish per-

son because they look 

more African-

American than Span-

ish.”  

So why does this way of thinking 

exist? “Society causes the competition be-

tween light-skinned and dark skinned peo-

ple,” said Keyanta Bowles, an Eximius fresh-

man. 

Senior Gerald Kelson believes that 

“as long as people get enjoyment out of feel-

ing superior to someone else, there will al-

ways be this divide...or a hint of it at least.” 

He thinks social media and pop culture pro-

mote this way of thinking.  

“On [the] TV show... ‘Martin’ you 

[can] even notice how Gina is the calm, cool, 

collected one (and she is light-skinned) but 

Pam [who is dark-skinned] is constantly 

clowned by Martin, and she’s also the jumpy, 

radical, crazy one,” he explained. 

Fellow Eximius senior Tarica Thomas 

disagrees. “People promote it within them-

selves,” she said, explaining that the media is 

not responsible for colorism. “It’s more on 

social media [than on TV] because of people’s 

ignorance,” she added. 

What effects does colorism have on 

people? Zhane Parsons, an Eximius sopho-

more, believes colorism “affects people’s judg-

ment.” He explained that these preconceived 

notions and stereotypes “[cause] people to 

have a false idea of who [others] are.” 

 And darker-skinned people are not 

the only ones impacted. “When you are light-

skinned, people see you as stuck-up and snob-

by,” said Eximius senior Shania Frazier. “It’s a 

stereotype that people put on light-skinned 

people.” 

Can colorism be stopped? Javier Ne-

gron, an Eximius school aide, believes so: “It’s 

difficult but not impossible.” Eximius senior 

Ndeye Fofana is even more hopeful. “Our 

ancestors have already suffered as a result of 

their skin color,” she said. “Why do we put 

each other through the same trouble? Alexis 

Morales, a fellow senior, believes the first step 

to solving the color issue is to acknowledge it: 

“If you don’t say there is a problem, there will 

never be a problem.” 

Francique feels positive change is 

already happening. “We see women and 

[men] embracing African-American roots [in 

ways like the] natural hair movement, natural 

products, healthy lifestyle — just embracing 

who they are in music and art,” he explained. 

“[Colorism] is still present, but I hope to see a 

future where it isn’t.” 

 Eximius junior Renè Lopez puts it 

well: “Everyone needs to understand that un-

derneath all [the] different skin colors, we are 

all the same person.” 

COLORISM, Continued from Page 1 
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Have you ever sat in class and 

learned about people who made huge 

differences in the world, and then 

wondered what legacy you are 

going to leave behind?  

Too many times have I 

heard stories of people who left 

their mark and too many times 

have I heard the phrase, “If 

they could do it, so can you.”  

But how can we really 

do it if our minds only go as far 

as our eyes can see? Our sur-

roundings limit our options 

and experiences.  

Now, I’m not saying 

there's no way out; however, 

when we graduate from high 

school and college, all we do is 

move on to another location 

with a different limit of options 

and experiences. It's almost like 

being trapped in a bubble. 

There is space, yes, but at some point, 

you are incapable of doing all you 

might want to do.  

As a teenager, I have come to 

the conclusion that no matter what 

you do, or where you go, alienation 

will always take place – in school, at 

work, and even at home. There will 

always be rules to follow, specific 

ways to think and someone of a higher 

power passing on rules and regula-

tions that they learned from someone 

higher than them.  

Society has set the very 

wrongs and rights, the do’s and do 

not’s, the yes’ and the no’s and every 

day, everywhere, all the time, we 

obliviously follow and accept those 

exact rules; and if not, we are pun-

ished.  

We are forced to get an educa-

tion as a child, to find a well-

paying job as an adult, to work un-

til we eventually die — passing on 

our hard work to someone else. 

This is the world we live in.  

Yes, this is all true, but will 

you allow society to steal your abil-

ity to step outside the bubble...to 

simply hope? Every New Year’s 

Day on social media, people post 

about what changes they are going 

to enforce in their lives. Every year 

more than 50 million people die.  

My question for you is, will 

you settle for what society has to 

offer you? Or, will you be the one 

to make a change? Stop your routine. 

Ignore our circumstances. Step into the 

sunlight. Step outside the bubble? 

Don't settle for less. 

By KAMOYA BOOTHE 

 

A feeling indescribable, a feeling so brand new  
That feeling of a summer day, I feel when I'm with you 
Smile as bright as the sun, convo buzz like bees 
Heart blossoms like a flower, tension high like trees  
When I'm with you, you keep me cool like  
a glass of lemonade  
For I am small, but you're so tall  
My handsome summer shade 
Your words of charm, they bring me peace when  
replaying in my brain  
They've made a beat, cause they repeat, Like rhyth-
mic summer rain 
My mind bemused, my heart confused 
In this feeling so brand new,  
it's the feeling of a summer day  
I get when I'm with you.  

YOU ARE MY SUMMER DAY  

“For males, when it 

comes to light skin 

versus dark skin, 

[society] sees light-

skinned males as 

emotional and dark

-skinned males as 

aggressive.” 
 

Dylan Rhys 

Eximius senior 

BUBBLE, Continued from Page 7 

 After chatting for awhile, he  said he realized 
that "she seemed like a passionate, kind person, and 
someone I could get along with."   
 Soon enough, they decided to meet up for what 
he described as an “outstanding” first date: "We ended 
up seeing a play in Manhattan on our first date. [and] 
spending more than 8 hours together, until we got kicked 
out of Central Park at 1 am. I knew I could be in a rela-

tionship with her. She was even more sure. She already told people 
I was her ‘future husband.’”    
 Successful stories alike demonstrate that sometimes, 
these relationships can work out if a person is careful enough. On 
the other hand, researchers say that relationships formulated on 
social media are likely to be inconsistent because some people lie 
about who they are.     
 According to a recent article in The Huffington Post, online 
relationships fail because "People have different tastes and values.”                                                    
 Examples of these situations are revealed on an MTV 
show called "Catfish" that follows the journey of couples who have 
formed an online relationship but have never met in person. Nearly 
all of the episodes result in tragic outcomes. Sometimes, the gender 
is different, too!      
 Furthermore (at least on this popular show), if someone 
actually does meet up with the person they saw in the pictures, he or 
she almost always has a partner and is only looking for ways to 
cheat.       
 Aside from the identity issues generated from online rela-
tionships, there are other factors that might lead to an online disas-
ter. Some experts point out that the chemistry can quickly fade in 
person since they have nothing left to talk about — they already 
shared everything with each other behind the keyboard. 
 Harvard and Brown University students recently conduct-
ed a study on livescience.com based on online relationships. They 
discovered that if a connection is low between a couple it can also 
be because "Inflated expectations" have resulted in major disap-
pointment after daters have met for the first time. This easily creates 
an incredibly awkward circumstance that no one wants to be in. 
 Despite the fears that come with online dating, there are 
still many who, like Mr. Leff, have found true love online. Although 
his story had the fairytale ending, he stresses to “ALWAYS make 
sure somebody knows where you're going to be" if connecting with 
an online friend in person.    
 "You should be patient; sometimes it takes a long time to 
find people online with whom you're compatible, but they're out 

there!”   

Continued Stories 
“I am so serious, so I laugh a lot. You need to 
laugh. You don’t laugh enough. I don’t trust 

anyone who doesn’t laugh.” 
-Maya Angelou 

ONLINE DATING, Continued from Page 1 


