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On February 26, students, parents and fac-
ulty packed the auditorium and were treated to
an array of acts including singing, dancing,
and even a magician for Fort’s annual Talent
Show. The event was presented by the Flag
Team and hosted by seniors Gabriella
Imperato and Stephen Lindino, who peppered
the show with their humor and were dressed
in a fancy dress and a tuxedo, respectively.

The opening act was no other than the Flag
Team themselves led by Emanuela Schubert
and Patricia Posluszna accompanied by Ryan
Rodriguez.  As always, they incorporated
music, dance, and expertly being able to do
tricks and swirls with their colorful flags.
Rodriguez brought high energy and the team
did their thing, including tossing the flags
high in the air and catching them.

A surprise came when Tiffany Davilla sang
The White Stripes’ “Seven Nation Army” and
Dominic Ararto appeared from behind the cur-
tain in suspenders and danced with her. It was
very romantic and well-choreographed.   
The crowd really got involved when Nico
Accettura sang Bruno Mars’ “When I Was
Your Man.” He was a crowd pleaser as most
in the audience took their phones out, put on
the phone lighters and swayed them back and
forth.

“It was really cool that so many people
were doing that,” Accettura said. “I never
expected that.” 

Leigh Dillon brought her Broadway flair
to “For Good” from “Wicked.” She was
wicked good and she was accompanied by
Santiago Ramirez on piano. After warm and
funny commentary from the hosts, Ramirez
set his fingers on the keys once more as Julia
Ercolino wowed the crowd with Sia’s “She
Wolf” and its gripping chorus.

The audience was roaring with applause
when it can to Tyrese Benjamin, better known
as "Yung Ty," singing an original song that he
wrote. Similar to another rapper Rayjon
Young known as “Sparx” also sang an original
song called “What's Up (Work).” 

Both Samantha Berealavisky and Gabriela
Lopez brought their A- game singing "Love
Yourself" by Justin Bieber and "Should Have
Been Us" by Tori Kelley. Lopez traditionally
performs with friend Alessia Acceturra but
this year performed a solo act, singing and
playing acoustic guitar.

“It definitely felt different performing by
myself this time,” Lopez said. “But it was
really great and I had a lot of fun with this
being my last show.”

Dancing performances by Adrian Hernandez
and Michelle Mozenkoff, who are members of
the Joffrey Ballet Academy, were spectacular.
There were with flips, jumps, twirls, spins, and
spice to boost the show. Both performed with a
swagger and an attitude that didn’t look like tra-
ditional ballet but a raw form of expression,

while contorting their bodies into positions that
could only be achieved through great strength,
conditioning and practice.

The show also boasted the dancing duo of
Veronica O' Brien and Stephanie Kokeas, who
brought the crowd back to their mother coun-
try with an Irish Step Dance. The two wore
wigs for the performance, which helped give
it a theatrical feel.

Kara Feaster left the crowd in awe with a
soulful version of Queen B's “Listen” while
Amanda Santos Perez proved that big things
come in small packages, singing her heart out to
"Hero" by Mariah Carey. The audience was
pumped up when it came to the performance by
The Rock and Heavy Metal Club. Samantha
Hernandez, Miguel Modesto were singing a fan
favorite "Are You Mine?" by The Arctic

Monkeys with Cesar Zapata on guitar, Daniel
Murphy on bass, and Mr. Rosero, who showed
his expertise on the drums.

Schubert, who helped organize the show
was pleased.

“It was great that students were given the
chance to show something unique and show-
case abilities that others might not have
known they had,” Schubert said.

The act that really came out of left field
was Calvin Gripshi, known as “Calvin The
Magician.” He did a card trick and even called
up Ms. Houlihan as a volunteer. He showed
he has the skills to not only magic, but come-
dy as well. The grand finale included the
cheerleaders, flag team, and Hernandez and
Mazenkoff in a huge dance number. 

“I would say the level of talent has really
gone up several notches,” Ms. Houlihan said.
“There was a really good mix. And Calvin
was a good sport.”
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