
Ultimate Frisbee. If you’re the average
American high schooler, you might not
have even heard of it. But within two
years of it being introduced at TBLS, it
has become a major part of student cul-
ture. It may seem like a far-off dream to
start a team from scratch and go to the fi-
nals two years consecutively -- but the dis-
cipuli at Brooklyn Latin are used to taking
dreams and making them reality. This
year, in fact, both the Boys' and Girls' Ul-
timate teams competed in the finals.
The Latineer took a minute to interview

Magister and Coach David Reynolds
about his teams.

How have the teams improved over the 
course of the season?
Both teams have improved dramatically.

The boys have added new layers to their
game on both offense and defense. The
girls have come out of nowhere to be one
of the best teams in the city!

What was it like coaching during the 
season?
Hectic. I'd love to spend more time prac-

ticing, but the season gets going pretty

much as soon as the weather allows and
then it's all games, all the time, through
May. You can learn things by playing
other schools, but I'd rather be practicing.

What was a highlight of the season?
For the boys, it has to be coming back

from being down 11-6 to beat Packer 12-

11 in the rain. It takes a lot of heart to be-
lieve that a comeback like that is possible.
I also loved the girls' comeback in their
first game against Stuyvesant, even
though we lost that one. I'm incredibly
proud to coach two teams that don't care
about the score and don't quit until the
game is done.

As a result, Brooklyn Tech's Black Student
Union was able to meet with school leader-
ship to discuss how to improve race relations.
Some TBLS students were surprised to

learn of such problems at schools similar (in
many ways) to their own. But after consider-
ing their demographics, Mirielle Wright,
Class II, says she understood "how the lack
of people of color would have a cause-and-
effect relationship with discrimination.”
TBLS, on the other hand, is a “melting pot”

of cultures, religions, and races, she says. “I
think we've created a culture that respects
people not despite, but because of, our dif-
ferences. There have been racial conflicts in
the school (especially online), but in the end
I think there is a mutual understanding that
discrimination will not be tolerated.”
Magister Ronnie Almonte, advisor to the

Black Student Association, says that en-
rolling more minority students at specialized
schools may be part of a solution. “Places
where diversity is low are notorious breeding
grounds for discrimination,” he says. “To fix
our schools, we need to simultaneously chal-
lenge the inequality in society, and in the
economy especially, because it affects our
students and their families.”

The Gaynor Campus Baseball team had
a remarkable undefeated season this year,
its first in the Public School Athletic
League after a year of club play. Coached
by Mr. Oliver Ceballos of The Green
School, the Gators achieved an 8-0 record,
the best in the league. This record truly
isn’t a product of luck or chance, but of
hard work paying off.
In one of the most outstanding games

this season, the Gators defeated August
Martin High School 23-0. Shortly before
that, Gaynor defeatedWilliam H. Maxwell

High School 20-0.
As newcomers to the PSAL, the Gators

played this year in the developmental
league -- but next season, will progress to
the Brooklyn “A” Division.
Brooklyn Latin was represented this sea-

son by just four discipuli on the campus-
wide team: Austin Montero of Class II,
and Justin Dixon, Lucas Abrenica, and
Ryan Fredericks of Class I. Despite their
small numbers, these four made a big im-
pact: Abrenica was named Season MVP,
and Montero was by far the team’s best
pitcher.
When asked about the source of the

team’s success, Montero said that daily
pre-season practices played a big part.
“Another reason we were successful was
because we worked hard on the field but
didn't forget to have fun,” he added.
“There wasn't one game where someone
was mad or sad; everyone was always
happy and laughing.”

On May 25, discipuli
and magistri came to-
gether to compete
against the almighty
Glazed Donuts. The
4x4 Donut race is a
competition between
teams of 4 or less, or in-
dividuals. The objec-
tive of the race is to
completely engulf a
donut in your mouth

while running a lap, having it fully swallowed
by the time you finish that lap. Relay teams,
and individuals, must run four laps total.
Soccer teammates Juan Castillo, Sean Car-

rol, Karl Hayden, and Eugene Hretski took
home first place in the group competition. In
the individual race, Magister David Reynolds
took the win with a time of approximately 9
minutes. Caroline "Coco" Triolo, Class II,
took second, but her impressive time set a new
girls' record.
Many participants underestimated how dif-

ficult the race would actually be. Though run-

ning may be easy, swallowing a whole donut
at a fast pace definitely was not. “It was very
hard!" said Esela Segbefia, Class III. "Though
my team didn’t win, I felt very accomplished."
Magister Reynolds remained modest about

his success in the individual race. “I badly un-
derestimated how difficult this race is," he
said. "I'll need to train more to face down next
year's competition!”
The donut race isn't the only place TBLS

faculty has come out on top lately. The very
next day, after Founders' Day celebrations,
discipuli faced magistri in playground volley-
ball. Both teams started out strong with their
game faces set and sneakers laced, but the
magistri forced a win, 25-23. Discipuli fell
further behind in the second round, in a crush-
ing 25-12 set. Magistri maintained their dom-
inating streak in the third game, giving TBLS
staff the 3-0 victory, and bragging rights, too.
The sidelines were scattered with support-

ers, including graduating seniors and other
non-participating magistri who cheered and
motivated when the players needed support.
Keeping with the spirit of Founders' Day, the
event was the perfect culmination of TBLS
pride and teamwork.
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Dennis Ricketts makes a successful catch in the end zone, scoring a well de-
served point forTeam Latin.

Photos courtesy of Oliver Ceballos (above) and Kali Hough (below)

Above:The 2016 Gaynor Gators Baseball Team. Below: Eugene Hrestki, Sean
Carrol, Juan Castillo, and Karl Hayden at the 4x4 Donut race.
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Assistant Head Master Anthony
Stromoski, aka Mr. S, will soon be
moving on to greener pastures. He
came to TBLS in just its second year,
so he has witnessed -- and helped drive
-- the transformation from unproven,
untested upstart to the rankings behe-
moth and academic stalwart that the
school has become. His diverse contri-
butions, from Latin teacher, depart-
ment chair, and early-days soccer and
basketball coach, to helping make real
the IB path, and even pitching in as
interim head master, have all been
major factors in forming Brooklyn
Latin's culture and creating its collec-
tive excellence.

Stromoski and his wife (and bulldog,
Augustus) will be moving upstate and
look forward to more space, more time
with each other, and new opportuni-
ties. Here is an edited interview with
the man who has been an inspiration us
all as he prepares to depart our halls.

* * *

What will you miss?

Interacting with the incredible discip-
uli. When I tell our kids that I love
them, I mean it. There is nothing like
saying good morning to each of you,
asking about your day, cheering at
games or helping overcome chal-
lenges. I feel like I have about 700 of
my own kids for whom I'm responsi-
ble, and I love how that feels -- even if
it's often difficult.

Will you visit?

Yes. I bleed purple and plan to visit for
events like Founders' Day and
Graduation, and other things like
sports games, performances and cele-
brations.

Thoughts on your legacy?

I hope that I've helped build a strong
school culture that values hard work,
doing the right thing, and caring for
one another. TBLS is more than a

school -- it's a large family.All families
have tough times, challenges to over-
come, minor squabbles and even major
battles; however, a family like TBLS
always strives to do, and be, better.

Anything else you'd like to share?

I want to express my pride in what a

unique place TBLS is, and how grate-
ful I am to have had a role in.

* * *

Mr. S, in your tenure here you have
helped build one of NYC’s best
schools. You’ll be a tough act to fol-
low, and you’ll be missed. We would

be remiss, however, if we failed to bid
adieu to Mrs. S., who has helped
advise the very newspaper you are
holding right now. Your family has
helped make this place a better one,
and isn’t that what we’re all on this
earth to eventually get around to
doing? Thank you, and vale.

"tempus fugit!"
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The 2015-2016 school year has seen
issues concerning discrimination
against black students at two presti-
gious high schools with relevance to
Brooklyn Latin: the Boston Latin
School, which served as the original
model for TBLS, and Brooklyn
Technical High School, a fellow spe-
cialized school where many friends
and family members of discipuli are
currently enrolled.
Students at Boston Latin say racial

tensions began to grow in 2014 after a
federal decision to not indict a police
officer who shot and killed black
teenager Michael Brown in Ferguson,
Missouri. On Twitter, students posted
negative pictures, called their fellow
students the N-word, and told black
people to "go back to Africa." Despite
the tweets being exposed to school
administration, little to no action was
taken.
This January, students began voic-

ing their disapproval by forming a
Twitter hashtag, #Blackatbls, and
recounted on social media negative
experiences of several black students
at the school. They also spread their
message by releasing a YouTube
video. They were able to gain the
attention of the teachers at their
school, and even the mayor of Boston.
At Brooklyn Tech, students also

engaged in hashtag activism, using
#blackinbrooklyntech to inform the
public about daily micro-aggressions
they'd endured. One student wrote
that she had been told she'd "end up
like Sandra Bland," a black woman
who died in custody after being arrest-
ed for a traffic violation.
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Brooklyn Latin looks forward to a
year of growth, with a wide-eyed
incoming freshman class and chal-
lenging new curriculum. At the same
time, several faculty members are
saying farewell.
Spanish Magistra Carol Ann Van

Deventer, Special Education
Magistra Kaela Grasa, and Assistant
Head Master Anthony Stromoski are
all leaving at the end of this year.
History MagistraAndrea Skafish will
also be absent for part of the year,
although she does plan to return.

As far as new additions go, TBLS
will gain about 170 incoming fresh-
men in the fall, according to parent
coordinator Nicola Blankson. This
means more crowded hallways next
year, as the incoming freshman class
is about 60 people larger than the
graduating senior class.
A new Greek class is being offered

next year to provide more choices for
discipuli. Students taking this course
in the fall are required to take a sum-
mer class to prepare them for the new
subject material. While Greek is the

only new class on the schedule,
Algebra 2/Trigonometry is being
restructured to prepare Class III for
the demanding Algebra II Regents.
Discipuli will likely have new ath-

letic offerings next year, as well. The
Gaynor campus is awaiting approval
from the Public School Athletic
League for a Girls' Varsity Basketball
team, ands also plan to apply for a
Boys' Volleyball team. Magistri and
discipuli alike look forward to these
changes and new additions, as TBLS
moves into its second decade.

Magistra Carol Ann Van Deventer with discipuli on the
last Viajeros trip in Puerto Rico. She will be missed!
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Mr. S. with his entourage: A-Train Bear, Slowpoke the Sloth, and Duke Monkey. For dis-
cipuli reflections on Stromoski's tenure at TBLS, see page 3.
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