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The life of a foreign correspondent is full of new horizons and surprises, risks and frustrations, 
and unrivaled opportunities to create rich journalistic work. The goal of this course is to prepare 
you to step into that role by reporting real international stories here in New York City. 

Each student will choose one country (or nation) as a primary focus and will report on issues in-
volving that country throughout the semester. By the end of the course, you will have spoken to a 
diverse array of sources, compiled in-depth knowledge of the country’s geopolitical significance, 
and defined issues and the major stories unfolding there. You will become familiar with the local 
media of that country and be able to speak knowledgeably about its successes and failures. You 
will spend time reporting in immigrant communities, interview people abroad via Skype, and 
learn about many international agencies and organizations, including the United Nations. You 
will also learn best practices for reporting safely and responsibly across languages and cultures 
and in remote places. 

You will produce three stories over the course of the semester, along with other assignments. 
This course is not medium-specific, and you are free to focus on video, radio or photojournalism 
— if you can demonstrate competency — rather than writing. 

LEARNING GOALS 

By the end of the semester, students will be able to: 

1. Report stories of international significance, from New York’s immigrant and diplomatic 
communities.  

2. Identify and utilize sources of information for international stories, including but not lim-
ited to online databases, think tanks, NGOs, UN agencies, experts, scholarly research, 
activists and people on the ground. 

3. Understand and observe best practices for ethically and safely reporting across cultures 
and in foreign countries, including working with a translator.  



4. Analyze the current state of international reporting as old models fall by the wayside in 
the digital age. 

5. Demonstrate a broad and substantive understanding throughout the semester of one par-
ticular country of their choice—its history, its geopolitical significance, the major issues 
and stories currently unfolding there, and how to report on it. 

  

GRADING 

Story #1 ……………………………………………20 percent of final grade 
 Story #2.……………………………………………20 percent 
 Final project…………………………………  …..30 percent 
 Class participation ………………………………15 percent 
 Other class assignments…………………..……15 percent 

ATTENDANCE 

Regular attendance is essential. The learning for this course will happen in the classroom and in 
the field, not in a textbook. Students who miss more than four classes without a valid excuse will 
be dropped. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

Learning involves the pursuit of truth, which cannot be pursued by presenting someone else’s 
work as your own. By following the procedure outlined below, you will establish a basis of trust 
that will remain unless you provide reason to suspect it has been violated: 
  
1. Visit the college’s Academic Honesty Policy web site:  http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/academ-

ic/academic_honesty.html 
2. Read the material it contains. 
3. Send me an email (or bring a signed statement to class) truthfully stating that you have read 

the web page, understood it, and that you agree to act according to the principles it ex-
presses. 

  
For further discussion of plagiarism and clarification of its parameters, see the online plagiarism 
tutorial prepared by members of the Newman Library faculty at http://newman.baruch.cuny.edu/
help/plagiarism/default.htm. If questions remain, ask me. Ignorance is not an acceptable excuse 
for unacceptable practices. For the record, if you violate the precepts of academic integrity you 
will receive a zero for the assignment and your name will be forwarded to the Office of the Dean 
of Students, where a notation will become part of your file at Baruch. 

http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/academic/academic_honesty.html
http://newman.baruch.cuny.edu/help/plagiarism/default.htm


EQUIPMENT  

The Journalism Department will supply audio recorders, digital cameras and accessories needed 
to complete assignments. A sign-out procedure will be instituted. (Students are welcome to work 
with their own equipment.) 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE  

Jan. 30 and Feb. 1 
Week 1: Introduction. Overview of the course’s goals and of the current state of international re-
porting. Through lectures, readings and discussion, students will explore how the rise of social 
media and shrinking revenues have changed the landscape of foreign reporting. Most newspa-
pers’ overseas bureaus have shut down, with the burden of reporting falling to wire services and 
to freelancers. We’ll discuss the opportunities and risks inherent in doing this. Assignment: Pick 
a U.S. news outlet that publishes international stories and come to the next class ready to pro-
vide an overview of its style, history and model of foreign reporting. 

Feb. 6 and 8 
Week 2: Major issues in the world. A focus on some of the most important issues affecting the 
world today, including but not limited to climate change, public health, refugees and migration, 
economic development, labor issues and women’s rights. Assignment: Pick a country (or state-
less nation) as your beat for the semester and write a “beat memo.” In this is document you will 
compile background information (languages spoken, religions practiced, history, most-read and 
most-viewed local news outlets, current events, immigrant community in New York) as well as 
contact info for relevant local and international sources whom you may call on for interviews 
and research throughout the semester. 

COLLEGE CLOSED MONDAY FEB. 13; NO CLASS 

Feb. 15  
Week 3: Covering international stories locally. Examine resources and techniques for reporting 
stories on these major issues inside your beat—and within the New York metropolitan area. 
Learn how to find an angle, write a pitch, and locate sources. 
Assignment: Submit pitch for story #1. 

COLLEGE CLOSED MONDAY FEB. 20; NO CLASS 



Feb. 22 
Week 4: Story development. Workshopping pitches for story #1 as a class. Collective brainstorm-
ing and feedback. Assignment: Conduct a short interview with an international reporter via 
Skype and write up the highlights. 

Feb. 27 and March 1 
Week 5: An overview, painted with a broad brush, of  economics, colonialism and world history. 
Discuss how historic events have shaped the world in which we live. Assigned reading: Excerpt 
from “Guns, Germs and Steel.” Come to class prepared to talk about how your chosen country 
figures into the patterns discussed, historically and now. 

March 6 and 8 
Week 6: Logistics, pitfalls, and ethics of reporting internationally: How to conduct interviews 
through a translator; what is a fixer and how to find one you can trust; the ethics of reporting in 
remote places and across cultures; best practices when it comes to safety. Guest speaker will dis-
cuss experiences reporting abroad. Assignment: Find an international story that was controver-
sial in some way. Come to class prepared to explain the root of the controversy and offer your 
own critique. Also, deadline for story #1 and submitting pitches for story #2. 

March 13 and 15 
Week 7: Workshop. Critiques of story #1 and workshopping pitches for story #2. Assignment: 
Pair off with another student and edit each other’s pitches, submitting written feedback and sug-
gestions on how to find the best angle. 

March 20 and 22 
Week 8: Resources. Identify reliable sources for research: Databases (CIA Factbook), scholarly 
articles, UN agencies, NGOs, activists, local citizen journalists, human rights watchdogs, think 
tanks, etc. Assignment: Flesh out your beat memo with statistics and other information from 
some of the sources discussed. 

March 27 and 29 
Week 9: Inside the UN. Visit to the United Nations for the daily noon briefing, followed by news 
conference. (If this conflicts with your commitments, let me know ASAP). Discussion of the UN 
as a resource and what its limitations are. Assignment: Reach out to the consular office for your 
beat or a UN agency working on a relevant topic for a quote or statement that will be part of sto-
ry #2.  

Apr. 3 and 5 
Week 10: Beyond the UN. Discuss other major international organizations and understand how 
they work with and sometimes at cross-purposes with journalists. These might include Doctors 



Without Borders, Oxfam, World Health Organization, International Monetary Fund, World Bank 
and  World Wildlife Fund.. Assignment: Continue working on story #3. 

SPRING RECESS: NO CLASS APR. 10, 12, OR 17 

Apr. 19 
Week 11: Developing final project. Workshop pitches for final project.  

Apr. 24 and 26 
Week 12: Press freedom and safety around the globe: Examine the downward trend in press free-
dom in much of the world and review best practices for operating safely and with accreditation. 
Guest speaker (either journalist who can speak from personal experience about run-ins with re-
pressive foreign governments or someone from CPJ). Assignment: Short write-up about the state 
of press freedom in your chosen country. Be prepared to discuss in class. 

May 1 and 3 
Week 13: Production of final project: Students work in class writing, editing, and producing their 
final projects. Assignment: Submit initial draft/script. 

May 8 and 10 
Week 14: Editing final project. Feedback on first drafts. Additional in-class production. Assign-
ment: Complete final projects. 

May 15 and 17 
Week 15: Presentations of final projects.


