Research Project, Draft 1

Knowing how to do research is an essential skill in one of the primary activities of academic work: making knowledge. Research involves gathering information from primary sources (e.g., experiments, looking at historical documents, interviews, taking measurements of physical matter, conducting surveys, rhetorical or literary close analysis of a text, computational analyses of texts) and from secondary sources (e.g., other researchers’ investigations into primary sources). 
Reading/writing in response to these sources is what all professors and college students do when they are creating knowledge about a given phenomenon.
In the Rhetorical Analysis assignment, you were doing research. You did a close rhetorical analysis, which involved analyzing a primary source for its rhetorical effects, which was the analysis of the podcast Nice White Parents. 
In the Research Project assignment, you will be doing research again but a more intensive version that will involve using many sources rather than just one. You will be reading and synthesizing secondary sources together with the option of also including primary sources, as well.
Requirements will be minimal, in addition to a research article that addresses a research question related to the subject matter of Nice White Parents:
· Using at least 2 academic sources

· Using at least 3 sources overall.

· Adhering to the documentation style that we vote in class for paper format, in-text citation, reference list, etc.

What are we writing about?
That’s up to you. In class on February 26, we talked more about potential topics. All that is required is that it has to relate in some way to the sorts of things that come up in Nice White Parents. I have some ideas below and also what we came up with as a class:
1. A history or investigation of a significant moment or change at your elementary, middle, high school, or entire school district. As a history project, you will gather primary sources (archival, interviews you conduct) as well as secondary sources that analyze things associated with your historical investigation (Prof. Libertz idea).

2. A history or investigation of Baruch College in relation to some significant moment or change. A history of Baruch through the 1980s can be found here (need to login with Baruch user ID and password; there are also print copies of this book in the library). You could also visit the Baruch College archives, interview people currently or formerly at Baruch, and look for secondary sources that analyze Baruch or issues related to Baruch (Prof. Libertz idea).

3. A broader history or investigation of NYC K-12 schools or CUNY using a combination of archival research, interviews, and/or secondary sources (see above, similar methods) (Prof. Libertz idea)
4. Other possible topics (let’s get more specific though): education policy, race and schooling, class and schooling, discrimination and schooling, discipline in schooling, 


Here are the steps for approaching this assignment of at least 1,800 words:
1. Generate a research question. You will focus on coming up with a research question that relates to something you want to know more about related to the podcast’s topic. Something about education policy, segregation in schooling, the history of New York City’s school system, racism and classism in U.S. education. These are just a few options. A first step in any research project is to start with curiosity. More on this during our asynchronous work due on October 5, to include your informal proposal.

2. Find sources + creating data. Finding primary and secondary sources is a skill and takes time. It also means creating data, or information that is meaningful. We will start to talk about this on October 7.

3. Evaluate sources + data. It is one thing to find sources and make data, it is another to evaluate it. We will start to work on evaluating sources and data in Weeks 7 and 8. The annotated bibliography will be the key assignment for this lesson.

4. Analyze sources + data for an argument. Once you have your sources and data gathered that you want to use, you’ll have to start organizing toward an argument of some kind. Why is it meaningful? What does it help you know? How might it contribute to a larger argument you want to make? The annotated bibliography will also help with this process. 

5. Synthesize sources. After initial arguments, you’ll want your sources and data to talk to one another. How do they all fit together? What does this one piece of data/source say to this other piece of data/source and how do they all contribute to the larger argument? We will do a practice synthesis paragraph just before the first draft of the Research Project is due to help with doing this work.

6. Organize an argument from your responses and synthesis. Once some initial analysis and synthesis is complete, you might want to outline how your argument will take shape since there will be many moving parts between number of sources and different sub-claims you will make as part of the larger argument.

7. Write the research project as a cohesive article. Get to it. You’ll write your research article adhering to the documentation style we choose as a class.
In the revision, you will revise your research article, which resembles but does not equate to the academic journal article, into a formal proposal written to the class for your research argument as the subject of an episode of a class podcast that we create as well as a brief 1-minute audio preview of the episode.

Audience
The audience is me and your classmates, but as academic researchers. All of us in the class are writers and intellectuals. We want to start to address each other especially in the sense of the intellectual, researcher, academic. That means following certain conventions, like having clear citations of primary and secondary sources, using deductive and inductive reasoning to outline clear logical chains of reasoning in your argument, and making clear what the topic and question is of your research inquiry.
What this does NOT mean is that you have to create bland, predictable writing. You should feel free to experiment, use narrative elements, and make your writing as interesting as you can. But you should also make sure to include some conventions like being transparent in citation of others’ ideas, making it easy (by using a documentation style) for readers to be able to find the sources you reference, showing what your research topic or inquiry is and why you are invested in it, and displaying a logical chain of reasoning that readers can follow for understanding your findings.

Writing: Reading + Knowledge + Influence + Activity
On the syllabus, I asked several questions about what writing does. Four of them relate to this assignment. 
· First, you will be using reading to help support your research to understand sources that could be integrated into your writing 
· Second, you will be using sources and data you collect to create new knowledge through the process of writing and working out what is meaningful in the argument you create. 
· Third, by making an argument you will be attempting to influence others with different rhetorical moves made in order to persuade. Wherever there is knowledge, there is also persuasion.. 
· Finally, you will be using this research to help as a first step toward coordinating activity of creating a podcast. Especially in the revision, as you revise this as a proposal, you will be attempting to use the knowledge you create as a step toward the production of something new through the podcast.

Timeline for Submitting Research-Driven Writing

Generating Research Questions Activity + Informal Proposal
On October 5, you will submit a brief exercise to help with generating a research question as well as a brief, informal proposal on Discord. 

Revised Research Question / Proposal
On October 12, you will submit a revised proposal that includes a more refined research question through Discord.

Annotated Reflective Bibliography
On October 14, you will submit an Annotated Reflective Bibliography which requires you to carefully evaluate 2 sources you find that could be relevant to your research article that you write.

Synthesis Paragraph
For practice with paraphrasing, direct quoting, and using multiple sources together in your writing, you will complete this assignment to get some feedback on moves you are making that are typical and conventional in academic writing. This is due on October 19.

Write Draft 1 + Cover Letter
The first draft of the Research-Driven Article and Cover Letter is due October 21, submitted to Blackboard. Along with the first draft you will submit the brief cover letter to Blackboard of about 250 words that explains the following:
· What you were trying to do in the essay (e.g., overall purpose, something experimental you tried, what you hope readers get from it)
· What areas you would like feedback on or help with
· Any questions if you have, if you have any at all.

Writing Group + Assessment
You will be part of a writing group of 3 or 4 students. You will read each other’s work and will be responsible for submitting one Formal Assessment and 1 or 2 brief informal assessments. These will be opportunities to get feedback on your writing from someone besides Prof. Libertz and to get practice being a supportive reader. The writing group will meet on October 21. The Formal Assessment will be due October 26.

Revision Plan + Draft 2 Revision + Cover Letter
You will receive another prompt about the second draft as well as what will be expected in the cover letter and you will be expected to complete an informal Revision Plan. The revision plan is due October 28. That second draft + cover letter will be due November 9.


