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Feminist Fantasies: Zora Neale Hurston's Their Eyes Were Watching God 

Jennifer Jordan 

Tulsa Studies in Women's Literature 

Vol. 7, No. 1 (Spring, 1988), pp. 105-117 

Their Eyes Were Watching God is often heralded in black feminist criticism as a novel that 

addresses the three imperatives for black feminist literature: individual transformation, feminine 

bonding, and commitment to their communities. Jennifer Jordan argues that while the novel is a 

condemnation of bourgeois cult of domesticity that oppresses Janie, she ultimately fails to 

achieve the self-determination and communalism that address the concerns of modern black 

feminism. Jordan notes that like the author, the novel is ultimately ambiguous concerning issues 

of race, class, and gender.  

 

“Some Other Way to Try": From Defiance to Creative Submission in "Their Eyes Were 

Watching God" 

Shawn E. Miller 

The Southern Literary Journal 

Vol. 37, No. 1 (Fall, 2004), pp. 74-95 

Shawn Miller agrees that in her own way Janie’s character is a feminist hero that defies the 

conventions of patriarchy in order to find her ‘voice’. However, Miller disagrees with the 

feminist discourse surrounding Janie’s journey from oppressed wife to fully realized autonomous 

woman. In many interpretations, Janie navigates two unsuccessful marriages before she 

discovers her personal freedom and equality in her relationship with Tea Cake, but however, 

Miller argues that Tea Cake was not much different from Joe Starks and Logan Killicks and so 

her freedom could not necessarily have come from her relationship with him. Rather, Janie 

changes the way she navigates patriarchal conventions to find her voice in her marriage with Tea 

Cake. 

 

The Compelling Ambivalence of Zora Neale Hurston's "Their Eyes Were Watching God" 



 

William M. Ramsey 

The Southern Literary Journal 

Vol. 27, No. 1 (Fall, 1994), pp. 36-50 

William Ramsay believes that Their Eyes Were Watching God is a novel that is not fully realized 

because of the circumstances under which it was written. Hurston, having just got out of a 

tumultuous relationship herself, wrote her most famous novel while on an anthropological trip to 

Haiti. She also completed the novel within seven weeks without edits or rewrites. Ramsay 

attributes the contradictions in the novel, mainly those within the character Tea Cake to 

Hurston’s love affair and that she was not able to edit the novel. He notes stark similarities in 

between the two that may have attributed to the contradictions in Tea Cakes character. Hurston’s 

career as an anthropologist contributed to her ambivalence towards her hometown of Eatonville 

which reflects in Janie’s relationship to Eatonville in the novel as well.  

 


