
E L L E N   C O M I T A S

April Greiman is an American designer known for 
being one of the first designers to embrace com-

puter technology as a design tool. She is known widely 
for creating the ‘new wave’ design style during the 
early 80s. Two famous works by April Greiman are the 
covers she designed for WET Magazine, and a public 
mural which was her largest work yet called “Hand 
Holding a Bowl of Rice.” 

Greiman designed several covers for WET Magazine, 
but one of her most notable was the September/Oc-
tober cover in 1979. This piece is usually associated 

with being a part of the post modernism time 
period. It is a truly hypnotizing design piece, 
including several geometric shapes and tons of 
bright colors. The center of the piece is focused 
on a man, identified as the singer Ricky Martin, 
with his eyes covered by a blacked out line. 

The design piece also includes variations of different 
objects, a lot of color blocking, and the color scheme 
usually used during the 1980s. It is designed to create 
an illusion and have the reader create their own story 
from it. A very bold and large font is used for the title 
of the magazine, making it distinct that the magazine 
is called WET, whereas the type on the bottom and the 
date are very small, and blend in with the design of the 
cover.

Her second notable design piece was called “Hand 
Holding a Bowl of Rice” and was a public mural lo-
cated in Korea town Los Angeles, California. Created 
in 2007, it was said to be her largest work yet. It was 
a 7 stories high, 8,200 square foot video-still image on 
two walls depicting the artist’s oil painting. It is about 
a story that depicts how rice is a well known symbol 
of abundance. In the design piece we can clearly make 
out a bowl and a hand holding it, but Greiman also 
adds tons of color to really make the piece pop. At 

night time the most attention is drawn to it because the 
colors that are included in the piece, glow. 

BEAUTY


