
Massimo Vignelli’s minimalistic yet 
colorful design is what got my inter-
est. I like how he plays with simplicity. 
Being from Scandinavia, I appreciate 
the clean and timelessness in his 
creations. 

Vignelli only used a handful of type-
faces for his designs. Some of his 
favorites include Bodoni, Century 
Expanded, Garamond No. 3. and 
Helvetica, which he used to create the 
New York City subway map. His sub-
way map sparked controversy from 
the moment of its introduction in 1972, 
with colorful and angular depictions of 
routes that had little relation to actual 
geography.

“It was not a map,” Vignelli said in a 
2012 interview, according to the New 
York Times. “It was a diagram.” The 
design, which was replaced in 1979, 
is now part of the collection of New 
York’s Museum of Modern Art. 
(https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2014-05-27/massimo-
vignelli-bloomingdale-s-brown-bag-creator-dies-at-83)
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In Manhattan's busiest shopping districts, it's hard to miss the "brown bag" by Bloomingdales.The 
large font logo is printed on the luxury department stores iconic paper bags. He used the type-
face "Futura" in his 1973 design. My favorite part is the o's that overlap, like in the olympic logo.

The classic Heller Dinnerware set is another famous creation by Vignelli. He was awarded that 
year’s Compasso d’Oro Award for Good Design in his native city Milan.
He explained to Edible Manhattan:
“I had a client making plastic tiles. I went to see 
the factory and noticed that they were also using 
the plastic to make ashtrays with Mickey Mouse 
and things like that. I thought, ‘Can’t you make 
anything better than that?’ And a set of compact 
dinnerware came to my mind. I went back to the 
office, and in two hours I had the design fully 
completed.”

The quote shows that designing came natural to 
Massimo, who passed in 2014. I think that's why 
his work has reached a high level of success. 
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