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Chip Kidd has been in the design business for 
more than 50 years. Kidd started out as an 

assistant to the art director at Knopf in 1986 and 
has since become one of the world’s best-known 

book designers.

Before designing his book covers, Kidd gets inspiration by First, reading  the book to find out what the plot, 
setting and overall theme of the story. Jurassic Park, the 1990 novel by Michael Crichton, was signified by 
a dinosaur silhouette now symbolic of the four-movie franchise. To capture Jurassic Park’s semi-fleshed 

out dinosaur skeleton, Kidd ventured to the Museum of Natural History in New York. Upon his arrival, Kidd 
purchased a book on dinosaurs from the gift shop and skimmed through it for ideas. He came across a 

diagram of a Tyrannosaurus Rex skeleton which caught his attention, so he made a photocopy, traced over it, 
and began filling in the outlines until he was satisfied. Little did he know that his end result would be one of 
the most iconic design in movie history. Kidds iconic cover design for Jurassic Park was carried over to the 
1993 film adaptation. Even today, over 20 years later, the movie has not lost its crowd appeal. Kidd has also 

mentioned, that the design has become one of the most recognizable icons of the 1990s.

Furthermore, For the bleeding and washed out font on the cover of Dry, Augustus Burrough’s 
2003 (a memoir of battling alcoholism), Kidd printed out the title and threw water on the 

paper so the ink ran. In an interview chip stated “I was touring for the paperback of Dry. And 
I was in an airport bookstore, looking for something to read on the plane. I noticed that the 
store had only one copy of Dry on the table, and I thought, that’s probably a good sign. And 

as I was standing there, a woman picked up the book, looked it over, and brought it up to the 
clerk. She said, “Excuse me, do you have another copy of this book? This one looks like it got 
all wet.” The clerk said, “No I’m sorry. All of them were wet like that.” So the woman PUT THE 

BOOK BACK and left the store, frowning. I felt so smug and satisfied.”


