
 
GREAT WORKS OF LITERATURE I 

ENGLISH 2800 
FALL 2020 

 
Prof. Laura Kolb              
Laura.kolb@baruch.cuny.edu        
Office hours: after class and by appointment 
 
Class meeting times: 
Group one: Tu/Th 2:55-3:40 
Group two: Tu/Th 3:50-4:35 
 
COURSE WEBSITE: https://blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/greatworks2020/ 
 

Part 1: Course information 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
In Great Works of Literature I, we encounter texts from ancient, medieval, and early modern 
cultures; from oral and written literary traditions; in a variety of genres (epic, lyric, and drama). 
The readings for the course are (loosely, sometimes suggestively) organized around the theme of 
journeys: odysseys large and small, global and local. Throughout, we will consider how the 
literary forms we encounter represent—and challenge—the societies they depict, and we will 
attend carefully to representations of inequality and power.  
 
TEXTBOOKS AND MATERIALS:  

 
Two paperback books are required for the 
course. These are:  
 
(1) The Odyssey, by Homer, translated 
by Emily Wilson (ISBN 978-0393356250)  
 
(2)      Beowulf, translated by Seamus 
Heaney (ISBN 978-0393320978)  
 
                     
 

 

All other reading material will be available on the course website, under “Readings.” 
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COURSE DELIVERY MODE AND STRUCTURE: 
 
This is a fully online course, delivered both synchronously, in twice-a-week 45-minute Zoom 
meetings, and asynchronously, primarily via a full-class online discussion at our Blogs@Baruch 
site, but potentially incorporating other platforms for sharing and viewing work. While there will 
be some variation over the course of the semester, our meetings will generally follow the 
following pattern: 
 
Weekly synchronous meetings:  
 

Group One will meet Tues and Thurs, from 2:55 – 3:40 
Group Two will meet Tues and Thurs, from 3:50 – 4:35 
 
Synchronous meetings will be discussion-based; come prepared to talk, to listen, and to 
type in the chat box. Active use of Zoom’s “raise hand” button is encouraged. For some 
meetings, I will give you a specific prompt or question—something to prepare in advance 
to spark conversation. For still others, I may ask you to watch a short video lecture in 
addition to the assigned reading.  
 
For all meetings, please prepare in advance by completing the reading.  
 
Please note that in our Zoom meetings, I may at 
times cold call on you to read aloud, share your 
thoughts on the text, or answer a question. It is 
never my goal to trip you up or embarrass you. If 
called on, do your best, but don’t feel like it’s the 
end of the world if you don’t have a brilliant insight 
at that particular moment. (And if you do have a 
brilliant insight? Raise your “hand,” and share it!) 

 
About webcams: I strongly encourage you to keep your webcam on during the discussion 
portions of the Zoom class; you should feel free to turn it off whenever we look at a 
shared screen (video, text, PowerPoint, image). Class works best if we can see each 
other; discussion is not simply a matter of disembodied voices, but of expressive 
reactions, nods, looks of skepticism or disagreement. If you cannot turn your webcam on 
for bandwidth reasons, or if you prefer not to for environmental reasons, let me know at 
the start of class in a private chat message. (Note: walk-on appearances from pets, 
children, siblings, and parents are welcome in this class). 
 
At the start of every class, I will ask your permission to record the session. These 
recordings will not be distributed. They will be made available by request to students 
who had to be absent, or who want to revisit a session in preparation for an assignment. 



These recordings are entirely for the benefit of you and your fellow students. (If I forget 
to ask permission/hit record, remind me. Absent-minded professors are real).  

 
Weekly asynchronous work: 
 
Blog posts (usually 300-500 words on a prompt) are due before class every Tuesday. 
 
Comments (100 words minimum, on two posts of your choosing) are due before class every 
Thursday. 
 

Generally, Group One and Group Two will alternate 
weeks, with one group posting and the other 
commenting each week, and then switching roles the 
following week. Some weeks, however, everyone will 
post; other weeks, everyone will comment. Be sure to 
check the Assignments page of the course website if in 
doubt about a particular week’s work! 
 

All your asynchronous work will be posted to our course site: 
https://blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/greatworksfall2020/. 
 
Outside of Class: How We Will Communicate: 
 
Regular communication for both instructors and students is essential in online classes. Email will 
be my primary means of reaching you, and your primary means of reaching me. Unless you 
instruct me otherwise, the default email I will use is your Baruch account. During this time of 
remote learning, it’s a good practice to check your email very frequently (twice a day at a bare 
minimum).  
 
Time management: 
 
Online learning requires significant time management; students must be mindful of all course 
expectations, assignment guidelines, and due dates. I have high expectations for both 
participation in the Zoom sessions, and innovative thinking and writing, in your blog posts. 
Preparation and timeliness are key to success in both.  
 
All that said, we are living in a moment of truly unusual pressures, some of which make time 
management difficult. If you find yourself falling behind or simply feeling disengaged from the 
work—for any reason, big or small—please check in with me to work out a solution. There is 
always a solution.  
 

https://blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/greatworksfall2020/


Part II: Learning Goals and Assignments 

LEARNING GOALS 
 
By the end of this course, you should be able to:  
- interpret meaning in literary texts by paying close attention to authors’ choices of detail, 

vocabulary, and style; 
- identify meaningful textual details and analyze them in terms of a text’s broader formal 

and thematic concerns 
- discuss the relationship between different genres of literary texts and the cultural 

environments from which they spring; 
- articulate a critical evaluation and appreciation of a literary work’s strengths and 

limitations; 
- present your ideas orally; 
- write critical essays employing: 

o strong claims; 
o well-chosen supporting evidence; and 
o appropriate textual citations 

 
ASSIGNMENTS  
 
Blog posts and comments: Several shorter writing assignments, developed to teach and test 
different skills, will fall due between papers. Clear guidelines for each short assignment will be 
provided on the course blog. Some weeks you will post your writing to the blog; some weeks you 
will act as a respondent, commenting on others’ posts. Posts will be graded A-F; comments 
Pass/Fail.  
 
Essays: This class requires two substantial papers. The care, effort, and intellectual rigor put into 
each essay’s development will be graded alongside the quality of the resulting paper.  
 
Final project: There will be multi-part final project. Half of this final project will involve intensive 
work on one or two of the texts from the class (your choice); the other half will be cumulative 
(that is, it will cover all of the texts on the syllabus). 
 
Participation: Participation constitutes a significant portion of your final course grade. This grade 
includes speaking up and actively listening to your classmates’ contributions. Please arrive to our 
Zoom meetings on time, and (if possible; see above) keep your camera on. Be prepared to be 
called on to discuss the reading! 
 
GRADING BREAKDOWN:  
 
Short assignments: 20%  



Participation: 10%  
Essay 1: 25%  
Essay 2: 25%  
Final: 20% 

Part IV: Course Policies 

ATTENDANCE 
 
Zoom attendance is key to your success in English 2800. Much of the learning in this course 
happens through your engagement with me and your peers in class via class discussion and 
group interaction. This is not a lecture course: it is a seminar, in which learning happens 
collectively and collaboratively, in conversation.  
 
You may miss up to two Zoom sessions, no questions asked. After three absences, you must 
meet with me in office hours to discuss participation and time management. (Again: I want you 
to succeed. These meetings will be practical and problem-solving, not punitive).  
 
Similarly, “attendance” on the blog—posting and commenting in full and on time—matters a 
great deal. You may be late with up to two posts, no questions asked, but you must email me 
when posting any late work. After three late posts, you must meet with me in office hours.  
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY 
 
Plagiarism will not be tolerated in this course. Per Baruch College’s statement on academic 
honesty, plagiarism is defined as: 
 
“… the act of presenting another person's ideas, research or writing as your own. This includes, 
but is not limited to: 

• Copying another person's actual words without the use of quotation marks and 
footnotes. 

• Presenting another person's ideas or theories in your own words without acknowledging 
them. 

• Using information that is not considered common knowledge without acknowledging the 
source. 

• Failure to acknowledge collaborators on homework and laboratory assignments. 
• Purchase and submission of papers from ‘paper mills,’ internet vendor sites, and other 

sources.” 
 
The first instance of plagiarism on any assignment will result in an F for that assignment. The 
second instance will result in an F for the course. All instances of plagiarism will be reported to 
the Office of the Dean of Students.   



Part V: Course schedule 

*Reading is to be completed before each scheduled class meeting. Note that you must complete 
a signification portion of the reading in order to complete your blog posts. Plan accordingly.  
 
 
Week 1:  Introduction. Full group meeting at 2:55 pm.  
 
Th. 9/27:  Course introduction. Homer, The Odyssey, Book 1, opening lines 
   

Groups assigned (these groups will be your Zoom class for the rest of the term,  
though you will routinely interact with your peers outside of your group, on the 
blog).  

 
Week 2:  The Odyssey 
 
Blog:   Everyday odyssey. Everyone posts (by class Tues), everyone comments (by  

class Thurs).  
 
Tu. 9/1: The Odyssey, Books 1-3 
 
Th 9/3:   The Odyssey, Books 4-5 
 
Week 3:  The Odyssey 
 
Blog: Passage analysis 1, part 1. Group one posts (by class Tues 9/8); Group two 

comments (by class Th. 9/10) 
 
Tu. 9/8  The Odyssey, Books 6-9 
 
Th. 9/10 The Odyssey, Books 10-11 
 
Week 4:  The Odyssey 
 
Blog: Passage analysis 1, part 2. Group two posts (by class Tues 9/15); Group one 

comments (by class Th. 9/17) 
 
Tu. 9/15 The Odyssey, Books 12-15 
 
Th. 9/17 The Odyssey, Books 16-17 
 
Week 5:  The Odyssey  



 
Blog:   Passage analysis 2, part 1. Group one posts (by class Tues 9/22); Group two  

comments (by class Th. 9/24) 
 
Tu. 9/22 The Odyssey, Books 18-21 
 
Th. 9/24 The Odyssey, Books 22-24 
 
Week 6:  The Odyssey 
 
Blog  Passage analysis 2, part 2. Group two posts (by class Tues 9/29); Group one  

comments (by class Th. 10/1) 
 
Tu. 9/29 Classes follow a Monday schedule. No 2800 class meeting today.   
 
Th. 10/1 In-class translation workshop: read pp. 81-91 of The Odyssey. If you are using the  

e-book version, search for and read the “Translator’s Note.” 
 
Week 7:  Medea 
 
Blog  What makes a great work “great”? Everyone posts (by class Tues 10/6), everyone  

comments on one post (by class Th. 10/8) 
 
Tu. 10/6 Medea, lines 1-1018 (middle of p. 26) 
 
Th. 10/8 Medea, lines 1018-end. 
 
Week 8:  Paper workshops 
 
Blog  No post this week. Work on your papers!  
 
Tu. 10/13 Paper workshops – meet in small groups. Exact schedule TBD. 
 
Th. 10/15 Paper workshops – meet in small groups. Exact schedule TBD. 
 
Week 9:  Poetry – Love and Solitude 
 
Blog  No post this week. Your papers are due before Tuesday’s class, over email. 
 
Tu. 10/20 Love poetry: Ancient Egypt, Greece, and Rome 
 
Th. 10/22 Love poetry, continued; Tang era Chinese poetry 
 
Week 10:  Poetry / Beowulf 



 
Blog  Heroic codes. Group one posts (by class Tues 10/27); Group two comments (by  

class Th. 10/29) 
 
Tu. 10/27 Poetry wrap-up: focus on translation. Get ahead on Beowulf reading (you will  

need to do at least some of it by Tuesday to do your blog post).  
 
Th. 10/29 Beowulf, lines 1-851 
 
Week 11:  Beowulf 
 
Blog   Marginal figures. Group two posts (by class Tues 11/3); Group one comments  

(by class Th. 11/5) 
 
Tu. 11/3 Beowulf, lines 852-1904 
 
Th. 11/5 Beowulf, lines 1905-3180 
 
Week 12:  Beowulf 
 
Blog Paper two topics. This is an optional post (with extra credit available). Due by Tues 

11/10 before class. No comments required. 
 
Tu. 11/10 In-class translation workshop: read pp. xii-xxx of Beowulf. If you are using the e- 

book, find and read the “About this translation” section of Seamus Heaney’s 
Introduction.  

 
Th. 11/12 The Thousand and One Nights pp. 5-30 (Prologue through “The Eighth Night”) 
 
Week 13 The Thousand and One Nights 
 
Blog  Add a Tale. Everyone posts by Tues, 11/17; everyone comments (on one post) by  

Thurs, 11/19. This is a substantial assignment; take your time with it! 
 
Tu. 11/17 The Thousand and One Nights pp. 30-65 (“The Story of the Fisherman and the  

Demon” through the end of “The Tale of the Enchanted King”) 
 
Th. 11/19 The Thousand and One Nights, wrap-up; paper 2 prep 
 
Week 14 Paper 2 prep 
 
Blog  No post this week. Work on paper 2 prep. 
 



Tu. 11/24 Paper 2 workshops – 2-on-one 20-minute office hours meetings with Prof Kolb. 
These will span class time and also take place at other times this week; exact 
schedule TBD. 

 
Th. 11/26 THANKSGIVING BREAK 
 
Week 15 Fuenteovejuna 
 
Blog  No post this week. Paper 2 due before class on Tuesday, over email 
 
Tu. 12/1 Fuenteovejuna, Act 1  
 
Th. 12/3 Fuenteovejuna, Act 2 
 
Week 16 Fuenteovejuna 
 
Blog:  What makes a great work?, revisited. Everyone one posts (by class Tues, 12/8).  
 
Tu. 12/8 Fuenteovejuna, Act 3 
 
* 
 
Final project due in finals week. Exact deadline TBD.  


