
GREAT WORKS OF LITERATURE I 
English 2800 

 
 
Prof. Laura Kolb            Spring 2020  
Laura.kolb@baruch.cuny.edu       Newman Hall 108 
Office: VC 7-293        137 E. 22nd St.   
Office hours: TBD        Tu/Th 5:40-7:20 pm 
 
COURSE WEBSITE: https://blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/greatworks2020/ 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
In Great Works of Literature I, we encounter texts from ancient, medieval, and early modern 
cultures; from oral and written literary traditions; in a variety of genres (epic, lyric, drama, travel 
narrative). The readings for the course are (loosely, sometimes suggestively) organized around the 
theme of journeys: odysseys large and small, global and local. 
 
LEARNING GOALS 
 
By the end of this course, you should be able to:  
interpret meaning in literary texts by paying close attention to authors’ choices of detail, vocabulary, 
and style; 

- identify meaningful textual details and analyze them in terms of a text’s broader formal and 
thematic concerns 

- discuss the relationship between different genres of literary texts and the cultural 
environments from which they spring; 

- articulate a critical evaluation and appreciation of a literary work’s strengths and limitations; 
- present your ideas orally; 
- write critical essays employing: 

o strong claims; 
o well-chosen supporting evidence; and 
o appropriate textual citations 

 
ASSIGNMENTS  
 
Reading responses: You will write three exploratory reflections on whether or not a particular text 
constitutes a “great work.” You may be as personal or as analytical as you want, and you may write a 
positive, negative, or mixed response to the work in question.  
 
Short assignments: Several shorter assignments, developed to teach and test different skills, will fall 
due between papers. These include quizzes, passage analyses, and creative assignments with a critical 
component. Clear guidelines for each short assignment will be provided. Except for quizzes, all 
short assignments will be posted to the course blog 
 
Essays: This class requires two substantial papers. The care, effort, and intellectual rigor put into 
each essay’s development will be graded alongside the quality of the resulting paper. 
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Final project: There will be multi-part final project. Half of this final project will involve intensive 
work on one or two of the texts from the class (your choice); the other half will be cumulative (that 
is, it will cover all of the texts on the syllabus). 
 
Participation: Participation constitutes a significant portion of your final course grade. This grade 
includes both speaking up in class and listening attentively to your classmates’ contributions; it also 
includes showing up on time, prepared, with the reading in hand.  
 
GRADING BREAKDOWN:  
 
Reading responses: 10% 
Short assignments: 15%  
Participation: 15%  
Essay 1: 20%  
Essay 2: 20%  
Final: 20% 
 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS: 
 
Homer, The Odyssey. Trans. Emily Wilson. W.W. Norton, 2018.  
Format: Paperback.  
ISBN:  0393356256 
Cost: $12.79  
Amazon link: https://www.amazon.com/Odyssey-
Homer/dp/0393356256/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=0393356256&qid=1579373887&s=books&sr=1-1 
 
Murasaki Shikibu, The Tale of Genji. Trans. Royall Tyler. Penguin, 2006.  
Format: Paperback.  
ISBN: 0143039490 
Cost: $12.99 
Amazon link: https://www.amazon.com/Tale-Genji-Penguin-
Classics/dp/0143039490/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=0143039490&qid=1579373454&s=books&sr=1-1 
 
Dante, The Inferno. Translated by John Ciardi. Signet Classics. Mass market paperback.  
ISBN: 9780451531391 
Cost: $5.75 
Amazon link: 
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0451531396/ref=crt_ewc_img_dp_1?ie=UTF8&psc=1&s
mid=ATVPDKIKX0DER 
 
William Shakespeare, Othello. Edited by Barbara Mowat. Folger. Mass market paperback. 
ISBN: 9780743477550 
Cost: $5.99 
Amazon link: https://www.amazon.com/Othello-William-
Shakespeare/dp/0743477553/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=9780743477550&qid=1579373339&s=books
&sr=1-1 
 
COURSE POLICIES 
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Attendance is mandatory in English 2800. Much of the learning in this course happens through 
your engagement with me and your peers in class via class discussion and group interaction. Since 
our class will be largely discussion-based, there is no way to “make up” a missed session. For this 
reason, I expect you to attend all class meetings.  
 
Having established this policy, note that you can miss class up to 2 times, no questions asked. If you 
have more than 2 absences, your final course grade will be lowered by a half letter for each 
additional absence (a B+ becomes a B, a B becomes a B-, and so on). Your grade will be otherwise 
affected simply because of the activities and work you’ll miss. If you miss class 4 times, you must 
arrange to meet with me privately to discuss continued participation in the course. 

Class starts promptly at 5:40 pm.  Lateness counts as ¼ of an absence.  
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY 
 
Plagiarism will not be tolerated in this course. Per Baruch College’s statement on academic honesty, 
plagiarism is defined as: 
 
“… the act of presenting another person's ideas, research or writing as your own. This includes, but 
is not limited to: 

• Copying another person's actual words without the use of quotation marks and footnotes. 
• Presenting another person's ideas or theories in your own words without acknowledging 

them. 
• Using information that is not considered common knowledge without acknowledging the 

source. 
• Failure to acknowledge collaborators on homework and laboratory assignments. 
• Purchase and submission of papers from ‘paper mills,’ internet vendor sites, and other 

sources.” 
 
The first instance of plagiarism on any assignment will result in an F for that assignment. The 
second instance will result in an F for the course. All instances of plagiarism will be reported to the 
Office of the Dean of Students.  
 
COURSE SCHEDULE 

 
Tu 1/28:  Course introduction. Homer, The Odyssey, Book 1, opening lines 
 
Th 1/30: The Odyssey, Books 1 and 2.  
 
Tu 2/6  The Odyssey, Books 3-6. 
 
Th 2/8  The Odyssey, Books 7-8. 
 
Tu 2/11 The Odyssey, Books 9-12 
 
  Short assignment #1: Passage analysis (blog). Due Wednesday 9 pm. 
 



 
Th 2/13 The Odyssey, Books 13-14. 
 
  Class visit from Luke Church 
 
Tu 2/18 The Odyssey, Books 15-18 
 
Th 2/20 The Odyssey, Books 19-22 
 
Tu 2/25 The Odyssey, Books 23-24 
 
Th 2/27 Odyssey wrap-up; translation comparisons; reading response workshop 
 
  Reading response #1 due Sunday 3/1 by 9 pm (blog) 
 
Tu 3/3  Euripides, Medea, entire.  
 
Th 3/5  Medea, continued discussion.  
 
  Paper 1 due Sunday 3/8 by 9 pm (email) 
 
Tu 3/10 Ancient love poetry: Greece; Egypt; Rome 
  
Th 3/12 Poems by Li Bo and Wang Wei; Nineteen Ways of looking at Wang Wei 
 
  Reading response #2: due Friday by 9 pm (blog) 
 
Tu 3/17 The Pillow Book, selections 
 
Th 3/19 The Pillow Book, continued; The Tale of Genji, selections 
 
Tu 3/24 The Tale of Genji, selections 
 
Th 3/26 The Tale of Genji, selections 
 
  Reading response #3 due Friday by 9 pm (blog)  
 
Tu 3/31 The Thousand and One Nights, selections 
 

Short assignments #2 & #3: 
 
Before class on Tuesday: Add a tale to the 1001 Nights 
Before class on Thursday: Add a tale to someone else’s tale, using the 
comment function on the blog 
[Detailed instructions will be distributed in class] 

 
Th 4/2  The Thousand and One Nights, continued 
 



Tu 4/7  NO CLASS (Wednesday schedule) 
 
SPRING BREAK: April 8-16 
 
Tu 4/21 Dante, Inferno, cantos 1-10 
 
  In-class workshop: reading responses revisited!  
 
Th 4/23 Inferno, cantos 11-17 
 
Tu 4/28 Inferno, cantos 18-27 
 

Short assignment #4: Crime and Punishment (blog) 
 
Th 4/30 Inferno, cantos 27-34 
 
Tu 5/5  Othello, Act 1 
 
Th 5/7  Othello, Acts 2-3 
 
  Paper 2 due Friday by 9 pm (email) 
 
Tu 5/12 Othello, Acts 4-5 
 
Th 5/14 Othello wrap-up; course wrap-up 
 
  Take-home final distributed and discussed in class on 5/14 


