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Course Description 

 

This course introduces students to some of the best literature produced around the globe, 

between the seventeenth century and the present day. Given the course’s dizzying scope, we 

are, of course, not after exhaustive coverage, a feat that would require far more semesters, if 

not lifetimes, than any of us have. Instead, we shall aim for a reasonably representative 

sampling of the great works that the world has seen since the dawn of modernity. Readings 

are grouped in units based on genre in order to optimize students’ capacities to make 

meaningful comparisons.  

 

Learning Goals 

 

Upon completing this course, students are expected to be able to do the following: 

• To interpret meaning in literary texts by paying close attention to authors’ choices 

of detail, vocabulary, and style; 

• To discuss the relationship between different genres of literary texts and the 

multicultural environments from which they emerge; 

• To articulate a critical evaluation and appreciation of a literary work’s strengths and 

limitations; 

• To present their ideas orally. 

Required Texts 

 The Norton Anthology of World Literature, eds. Martin Puchner et al., vols. D, E, 

and F only (4
th

 edition; ISBN: 978-0-393-26591-0) 

 Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice (Norton, 4
th

 edition; ISBN: 978-0-393-26488-3) 

These titles are available at the campus bookstore. E-books are not permitted. 

 

Policies 

 

Students are strongly encouraged to attend every class meeting. Each student may miss up to 

three meetings with no questions asked; after a third absence, a student’s grade will drop by 

a third of a letter grade (e.g., a grade of A- becomes B+ with a fourth absence). Please note 

that missed in-class work—including exams—cannot be made up. 
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Attendance includes arriving punctually to class and remaining attentive while there. That 

means that students should always refrain from using tech devices for purposes unrelated to 

the class. Tardy arrivals count against the participation grade. 

 

Students are obligated to complete all required readings and assignments on time.  

 

The CUNY-wide mask mandate must be followed in this class. The details of that mandate 

are quoted below. 

 

 

 

• Wear a face mask inside all CUNY campuses and office buildings. This 

includes while taking classes, working in a non-enclosed space such as a 

cubicle or other open seating, regardless of physical distance from others. 

• Wear a mask outdoors on campus when unable to maintain physical 

distance from others. 

The only exceptions to wearing a mask inside are: 

• If a fully vaccinated person is alone in an enclosed space such as an office, 

conference room, or dorm room. 

• In a classroom, if a professor is teaching a class and is able to keep social 

distance from everyone else in the class, he or she may choose not to wear 

a mask. 

• Briefly while eating or drinking. 

 

 

 

Once the campus is fully vaccinated—as is projected to happen by late September—we may 

revisit these restrictions, but, until then, the mandate must be obeyed.  

  

 

Plagiarism 

I. What Constitutes Plagiarism?  

Plagiarism: using the ideas, data, or language of another without specific or proper 

acknowledgment. Example: copying all or part of another person’s paper, article, or 

computer work and submitting it for an assignment, cloning someone else’s ideas without 

attribution, failing to use quotation marks where appropriate, etc. 

Fabrication: submitting contrived or altered information in any academic exercise. 

Example: making up data for an experiment, fudging data, citing nonexistent articles, 

contriving sources, etc. 

Multiple submission: submitting, without prior permission, any work submitted to fulfill 

another academic requirement. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html
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Facilitating academic dishonesty: knowingly helping or attempting to help another violate 

any provision of the Code. Example: giving another student a copy of your paper to use; 

writing the paper for another student; helping another student on a take-home test. 

Unfair advantage: attempting to gain unauthorized advantage over fellow students in an 

academic exercise. Example: obstructing or interfering with another student’s efforts in an 

academic exercise, lying about a need for an extension for an exam or paper, continuing to 

write even when time is up during an exam, destroying or keeping library materials for 

one’s own use, etc. 

II. How Are Cases of Plagiarism Handled?  

1) In this class, plagiarism is regarded as a college offense.  

2) Plagiarism in most instances will result in an “F” for the class. College policy also obliges 

me submit a report of suspected academic dishonesty to the Office of the Dean of 

Students, and this report becomes permanently part of the student’s institutional record.  

3) All parties to plagiarism are considered equally guilty. If a student shares coursework 

with another student and s/he plagiarizes it, both are considered guilty. 

Plagiarism is a grave offense, so please take care to avoid it. Should you ever have questions 

about whether or not your work on an assignment constitutes an act of plagiarism, please 

consult with me. 

Grading 

 

Unit Exams (5 total): 60% 

Participation: 10% 

Short Essays (2 total): 30% 

 

SCHEDULE OF READINGS & ASSIGNMENTS 

 

Class Meeting Readings and Assignments Due 

Thu., Aug. 26 

  

Introduction to the course and discussion of 

genre 

Tue., Aug. 31 

 

UNIT I: The Essay 

Immanuel Kant, “What Is Enlightenment?” [D]; 

Mary Wollstonecraft, from A Vindication of the 

Rights of Women [D] 

Thu., Sep. 2 Jonathan Swift, A Modest Proposal [D] 

Tue., Sep. 7 NO CLASSES SCHEDULED. 

Thu., Sep. 9 Virginia Woolf, Chs. 1–3 of A Room of One’s 

Own [F] 

Tue., Sep. 14 

 

UNIT II: The Play 

Zeami Motokiyo, Atsumori [D]; excerpt from 

Chikamatsu Monzaemon, The Love Suicides at 
Amijima [D] 
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 UNIT I EXAM 

Thu., Sep. 16 NO CLASSES SCHEDULED. 

Tue., Sep. 21 Jean-Baptiste Molière, Tartuffe, Acts 1–3 [D] 

Thu., Sep. 23 Molière, Tartuffe, Acts 4–5 [D] 

Tue., Sep. 28 Henri Ibsen, Hedda Gabler [E], Acts 1 & 2 

Thu., Sep. 30 Ibsen, Hedda Gabler [E], Acts 2 & 4 

Tue., Oct. 5 

 

UNIT III: The Short Story and 

Novella 

Wole Soyinka, Death and the King’s Horseman 

[F] 

 

Thu., Oct. 7 

 

Voltaire, Candide, or Optimism, Chs. 1–17 [D] 

 

UNIT II EXAM 

Tue., Oct. 12 Voltaire, Candide, Chs. 18–30 [D] 

Thu., Oct. 14 To Ho Kyun (?), The Tale of Hong Kiltong [D] 

Tue., Oct. 19 

 

Excerpt from Ihara Saikaku, Life of a Sensuous 

Woman [D] 

Thu., Oct. 21 

 

Edgar Allan Poe, “The Fall of the House of 

Usher” (1839) 

Tue., Oct. 26 

 

Anton Chekhov, “The Lady with the Dog” [E]; 

Rabindranath Tagore, “Punishment” [E] 

Thu., Oct. 28 

 

Franz Kafka, The Metamorphosis [F] 

Tue., Nov. 2 

 

Junot Díaz, “Drown” [F] 

 

Discussion of Reasoning and Pre-Outlines 

Thu., Nov. 4 

 

Chinua Achebe, “Chike’s School Days” [F]; 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, “The Headstrong 

Historian” [F] 

 

PRE-OUTLINES FOR ESSAY #1 DUE 

Tue., Nov. 9 

 

UNIT IV: The Novel 

Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice, Vol. I, Chs. I–

XII (pp. 3–44) 

 

UNIT III EXAM 

Thu., Nov. 11 

 

Austen, Pride and Prejudice, Vol. I, Chs. XIII–

Vol. II, Ch. XI (pp. 44–135) 

 

ESSAY #1 DUE (UPLOAD TO 

BLACKBOARD) 

Tue., Nov. 16 

 

Austen, Pride and Prejudice, Vol. II, Chs. XII–

end of Vol. II (pp. 135–166) 

Thu., Nov. 18 

 

Austen, Pride and Prejudice, Vol. III, Chs. I–XI 

(pp. 166–230) 
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Tue., Nov. 23 

 

Austen, Pride and Prejudice, Vol. III, Chs. XII–

end of novel (pp. 231–266) 

Thu., Nov. 25 NO CLASSES SCHEDULED. 

Tue., Nov. 30 

 

UNIT V: The Poem 

William Wordsworth, “The World Is Too Much 

with Us”; Walt Whitman, “When Lilacs Last in 

the Dooryard Bloom’d” [E] 

 

UNIT IV EXAM 

Thu., Dec. 2 

 

John Keats, “On First Looking into Chapman’s 

Homer,” “Ode on a Grecian Urn”; Emily 

Dickinson, “I died for Beauty—but was scarce” 

(449), “The Brain—is wider than the Sky” (632), 

“I dwell in Possibility—” (657), “Tell all the Truth 

but tell it slant—” (1129) [E] 

 

Tue., Dec. 7 

  

William Butler Yeats, “When You Are Old,” 

“Easter 1916”; Pablo Neruda, “Tonight I Can 

Write . . . ,” “I’m Explaining a Few Things” [F] 

Thu., Dec. 9 

 

Elizabeth Bishop, “One Art”; Gwendolyn 

Brooks, “the mother,” “The Last Quatrain of the 

Ballad of Emmett Till” [both on Blackboard]  

 

UNIT V EXAM 

 

ESSAY #2 DUE ON TUES., DEC. 14
TH

 (UPLOAD TO BLACKBOARD) 


