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Why Should We Invest in Solar Energy?
One of the things we use every day in our life is energy, such as gas and electricity. Gas
and electrical energy are generated by natural gas, coal, and nuclear energies. However, these
energies are limited, we would run out of these energies soon in the future. According to
Millennium Alliance for Humanity and the Biosphere, “Since our society is so dependent on fossil
fuels, it, therefore, is extremely important for us to know when these fuels will run out according to
[4]: Oil will end by 2052 – 30 years time Gas will end by 2060 – 40 years time Coal will last till
2090 – 70 years time.” This article was written in 2019, so this means around 2050 to 2060 we
would run out of oil, gas, and coal as a source of energy. Therefore, we should find new sources of
energy for fossil fuels.
There are two types of energy, renewable and non-renewable. Natural gases are nonrenewable energies, natural gases are produced from the rock formations deep under the surface of
Earth, people need to dig under the ground to find them. However, natural gases are limited, they
need a lot of time to form. The natural gases we are using right now are formed millions of years
ago. So it is impossible to wait for natural gas to form if we run out of them in the next 50 years
because they need millions of years. However, with renewable energy, we could use them for a
long time because we could reuse them. Two examples of renewable energy are solar energy and
wind energy. Solar energy uses sunlight to produce energy and wind energy uses the wind. Earth
would always have sunlight and wind so these energies wouldn’t run out.

Substituting renewable energy with fossil fuels could prevent people from running out of
energy and also control energy prices. One of the problems that everybody faces is paychecks, and
one of the checks is utility bills. The prices of our utility bills have been increasing from year to
year. Especially during the Pandemic, people are losing their jobs and facing inflation at the same
time. If utility bills are getting higher and higher people couldn’t afford to use gas and electricity.
As shown in figure 1, we could see that the price of electricity (cents per Kilowatt-hour), the price
are increasing from year to year. In addition, according to Gothamist, a website about New York
City, it states, “About 70% of the energy used in New York state comes from natural gas, and Con
Ed says that’s the primary reason for the sudden increase in electricity costs.” (Lewis) When things
are rare, the prices are high. In connection to the quote, when natural gases are rare the price of
electricity would increase since about 70% of Con Ed’s electricity comes from natural gas. Some
examples of increasing electricity bills are: in comparison to February 2021, the ratepayers from
Long Island PSEG (Public Service Electricity and Gas Company) saw the price of electricity
increase by approximately 26%. In addition, the customer in Hudson Valley could see their electric
bills rising approximately 46% in the 2022 winter from Central Hudson Gas & Electric
Corporation. Also, in New York State some electric and gas ratepayers have said that their utility
bills have spiked 121% high than the month before. (Lewis) One cause of the increase in utility
bills was the amount of natural gas we could use are decreasing.

Figure 1: Table 5.3. Average Price of Electricity to Ultimate Customers from U.S. Energy
Information Administration
As natural gas prices are increasing
we could move to renewable resources.
According to the Center for American
Progress, “Fortunately, clean energy is ever
more affordable. In fact, it’s now cheaper to
build a new solar or wind project than to
continue operating most of the existing coalfired power plants in the United States.”(Higgins) This proves that as time goes on if we invest in
renewable resources it would be cheaper than coal energy. Also, as we can see in the graph, “The
average cost of energy in North America”, the cost of coal is somewhat increasing. However, the
price of solar energy and wind energy is continually decreasing and now it’s lower than coal and
gas energy.
As renewable energy is cheaper we should
continue to invest in them. But what kind of
renewable energy is better? Wind energy produces
energy by the wind. For wind energies to be
produced you need a wind turbine. As the wind
blows it functions the turbine and produces energy
from the engines in the wind turbine. However, if there is little to no wind the wind turbine can’t
function. The efficiency of a wind turbine in normal houses is very low because wind turbines are
very picky. A wind turbine cannot be placed everywhere because it could affect the surroundings,

such as the animals who live around it and the noises that the wind turbine makes are very loud. In
comparison, solar panels could be placed in a lot of different places, such as rooftops, parks, lawns,
and other places where sunlight could be reached. People could even install their own solar panels
in their houses if they want, however, other renewable energies, you can’t. And all other renewable
energies, like geothermal energy, biomass, and hydropower would also be a good choice, however,
they are very complicated and cannot be placed at home for everyone to have.
In addition, according to Greg Wetstone, “The cost of wind energy has declined by 70
percent, while the cost of solar power has declined by an even more impressive 90 percent. In
much of the country, renewable energy is the most affordable source of new electricity. In fact,
renewable energy was America's largest source of private-sector infrastructure investment in
2020.”(Karaim) From this information, we could predict that solar energy is a better investment
because the cost of solar energy decreased more than wind energy. In addition, everyone who has a
right amount of money could invest in solar energy rather than wind.
In conclusion, even if people have enough energy to use right now, they still need to think
about their future. The kids in the next generation also need energy, therefore, we cannot use up all
the resources. Also, investing in new energy could help us reduce the cost of money for utility bills
when natural gases are getting less. So we need to change to renewable sources and one of the
most common and easy renewable sources is solar energy.
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